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There’s only 
ONE Cyrilie Regis 


West Bromwich Albion players line up outside 


Emotions run high behind a banner which says it all for Baggies fans 


Fans gather for part of the tributes inside the stadium 


GOODBYE CYRILLE 



Fans watch as the funeral cortege leaves The Hawthorns for former Baggies striker Cyrilie Regis’s final journey to a private family service A moment of contemplation for one fan 



Legend - Cyrilie Regis 


IN death, as in life, they 
sang his name: “There’s 
only one Cyrilie Regis.” 

The moving chorus came 
from Baggies fans as they 
waved a final goodbye to their 
football hero at The Hawthorns 
on Tuesday morning. 

Hundreds of mourners massed at the 
ground ahead of the main ceremony for 
the Albion great as his coffin was car¬ 
ried from the ground to a private family 
funeral.The Baggies cortege stopped off 
in order for fans and the club’s current 
squad to pay their respects. 

The hearse was welcomed to The 
Hawthorns in with a spontaneous 
round of applause and exited 15 min- 


• Icon-See back page 

utes later to the same ovation and fans 
broke out into song in honour of Cyrilie. 

At the emotional memorial service 
held inside the stadium, football leg¬ 
ends including Brendon Batson, Steve 
Bull and John Barnes turned out for 
the hugely-respected football great as 
his family delivered heart-rending trib¬ 
utes. 

Emotional 

There were many famous faces in 
attendance including former Albion 
manager Ron Atkinson, ex-Villa striker 
Dwight Yorke and Black Country fa¬ 
vourite Don Goodman. 

Andy Cole and Les Ferdinand were 
also among the crowd, while an emo¬ 


tional Dion Dublin fought back tears as 
the tributes were delivered. 

Black Country-based songstress Bev¬ 
erley Knight also gave a rousing perfor¬ 
mance of Going up Yonder. 

Cyrilie became a trailblazer for black 
footballers during the 1970s and 80s 
and stood up to a wave of abuse from 
the terraces, becoming an inspiration 
for many of today’s black players. 

His wife Julia gave a heartfelt trib¬ 
ute. She said: “Cyrilie treated every¬ 
one like they were the most important 
person he had met. He had the unique 
ability of making people feel so special. 

“Regardless of who they were he 
made time for everyone including his 
many fans, many of whom are kind 
enough to be with us today. Even now 
in his death I’m immensely proud of 
him. I’m proud of his legacy but mostly 


proud to have shared my life with a 
man of such integrity and character. 
I feel tremendously privileged to have 
spent part of his journey with him.” 

Former team-mate and fellow mem¬ 
ber of the iconic Three Degrees, Bren¬ 
don Batson, said: “We all remember 
him scoring memorable goals here, but 
being a professional footballer of dis¬ 
tinction does not define him alone. He 
was much more than that. We played at 
a time when black players endured vile 
abuse but Cyrilie never lost his cool, nor 
was he ever intimidated. It motivated 
him to play even better. 

“We will never forget Cyrilie. When¬ 
ever we think of him and that will be 
often, we’ll also be thinking of you all. 
He left us with great memories and for 
that we are blessed to have known him. 
Nice one Cyrilie, nice one son.” 


Price when sold 70p 


FOOTBALL 

Farewell to devoted 
Baggie Richard, 42 

ALBION players past and present joined 
friends and family in saying farewell to a 
much-loved referee and mascot at his fu¬ 
neral. 

Former striker Lee Hughes and current 
players Jonny Evans, Chris Brunt and 
James Morrison attended the service for 
Richard Eades at St Bartholomew’s Church 
in Wednesbury. Albion shirts and scarves 
were numerous among the crowd paying 
their respects to the popular father-of-two. 
The church was full and some mourners 
had to stand outside. 

The 42-year-old died suddenly last 
month. He had spent nearly 30 years in¬ 
volved with Albion in a variety of roles. 

• Irreplaceable - See page 3 

COUNCIL 

Leak accusations 
lead to staff action 

SEVEN of Sandwell Council’s cabinet 
members secretaries have all been 
suspended over accusations of leak¬ 
ing the details of a ‘top secret’ meeting. 

MP Adrian Bailey claimed staff mem¬ 
bers were placed on ‘gardening leave’ 
last week, with a view to them being re¬ 
located to other jobs. The suspensions 
are reported to relate to a private meet¬ 
ing prior to an ethics hearing into the 
conduct of Councillor Ian Jones. 

• Secret - See page 3 

RETAIL 

Lloyds Pharmacy 
store set to close 

A LLOYDS Pharmacy store in West Bro¬ 
mwich will close next month, it has been 
confirmed. Around eight staff from the 
New Square branch could be redeployed 
in other stores if vacancies are available, 
bosses say. 

The store will close by February 16 due 
to ‘cuts to government funding’. The phar¬ 
macy has been a staple of the shopping 
complex since it opened in July 2013. 
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I am on your team - MP in pledge 



Tom Watson adds his support 


AN MP has backed residents in their 
battle against plans for a railway sleep¬ 
er factory in Wednesbury. Tom Watson 
met with residents to hear their plight 
and became one of around 3,400 to sign 
the petition against the Bescot scheme. 

The Network Rail development, 
which is set for the Friar Park area of 
Wednesbury, would produce 600,000 
concrete sleepers a year and bring 100 
jobs to the area. But residents have 
rallied together against the plans due 
to concerns over air and light pollu¬ 
tion, traffic, and the appearance. West 
Bromwich East MP Mr Watson said: “I 


am on your team. This is a community 
that is very very concerned about this 
development. It comes on top of other 
developments that have added noise and 
light pollution and increased very heavy 
vehicle movement.” 

During the meeting, residents ex¬ 
pressed their concerns and he advised 
them on the best way to go about cam¬ 
paigning and has written to the head 
of Network Rail. He added: “I want to 
make sure that if network rail think they 
can put an application into the planning 
committee at Sandwell and get an easy 
time of it they are left in no doubt that 


won’t be the case.” Campaigner Jenny 
Lloyd said: “We are please to have the 
backing of our local MP. The protest 
is just starting to gain momentum and 
Tom was really supportive and full of 
ideas.” Network Rail identified the site 
that sits directly alongside the M6 just 
south of Junction 9 as their preferred 
location. 

A spokesman for Network Rail said: 
“The proposed, modern facility at Bes¬ 
cot will secure around 100 jobs in the 
area and deliver significant savings to 
taxpayers as sleepers will be made and 
distributed more efficiently.” 


Cost of dying goes up 
as charges increase 


THE COST of dying is set to rise 
in Sandwell as council bosses 
propose to charge families more 
for burials and cremation. 

Under new plans, burials will rise 
by £63 for adults and £59 for children 
at Sandwell cemeteries from April. 

The measures were set to be decided at 
Sandwell Council’s cabinet meeting which 
took place last night, Wednesday. 

Sandwell Council leader Steve Eling 
said: “The prices have increased due to in¬ 
flation, but this is not because of cost-cut- 
ting plans.We haven’t got a great fee hike 
on anything.” 

Deputy leader Syeda Khatun said the 
decision to increase charges was not taken 
lightly. 

Councillor Khatun said: “In the face of 
increasing government cuts to the council’s 
budget and the increasing cost of delivering 
the service, no decision to increase charges 
is taken lightly. 

Difficult 

“These small increases in our charges 
enable us to continue to deliver excellent 
bereavement related services to those fam¬ 
ilies who need it most at difficult moments 
in their lives. 

“We will continue to invest in our fa¬ 
cilities which are considered to be among 
the best nationally. Overall Sandwell’s be¬ 
reavement related fees still continue to be 
significantly lower when compared locally.” 

Sandwell is the latest Black Country 
authority to propose an increase in burial 
and cremation charges. In December, Dud¬ 
ley Council tabled to plans increase charges 
for adult burials by £78. Dudley bosses also 
said the increases were down to inflation. 

In Sandwell, the new proposed burial 
rates have increased by three per cent from 
the 2017 charges. 

An adult burial currently costs £2,115.61, 
but under the new plans, the price will rise 
by £63.39 to £2,179. For baby burials, the 
cost is proposed to rise by £52.89 from 
£1,751.11 to £1,804. 


Double trouble as Blind Dave visits set 



Blind Dave Heeley gets to meet actor Jack Lane, who is playing him in the movie about his life, on the set 


THERE can only be one Blind 
Dave Heeley - or can there? The 
real one got to meet the film ver¬ 
sion of himself on the set of a new 
movie about his extraordinary life. 

Dave, from West Bromwich, has 
become a familiar figure in the 
Black Country for his incredible 
feats of endurance. He is set to be¬ 
come even more famous after being 
approached by a film producer 
friend keen to tell his life story. 

The film, Seven Days, will focus 
on Dave overcoming the odds to be¬ 


come the first blind runner to run 
seven marathons on seven conti¬ 
nents in seven days. It will also fol¬ 
low Dave as the realisation set in 
he was going to lose his sight. The 
60-year-old was on set in Birming¬ 
ham for the latest round of filming 
and met Jack Lane, who is playing 
him in the movie. 

The real Blind Dave will also 
have a small cameo in the film. 

The Albion fan was also treated 
to a surprise visit from Baggies leg¬ 
end Brendon Batson, who stopped 


by to see how progress on the film 
was going. Unassuming Dave, who 
recently completed a gruelling year 
of marathons and half-marathons 
in Ethiopia, said he felt privileged 
to be the subject of the 40-minute 
but admitted he found the whole 
movie star experience surreal. 

Even the star of the show was 
upstaged by his guide dog, German 
shepherd Seamus, whose barking 
on set forced to both Dave and his 
dog temporarily being asked to 
leave. 


Work set to 
start on new 
£7.5m plan 
for housing 

WORK will start next month on a £7.5 
million development which will see 
50 new council homes being built in 
Wednesbury 

Sandwell Council is working with Sed- 
don Construction Ltd to develop the site 
in Carisbrooke Road, Friar Park. 

The development will be made up 
of four two-bedroom apartments, 28 
two-bedroom houses, 15 three-bedroom 
houses and three four-bedroom houses. 

Councillor Kerrie Carmichael, 
Sandwell Council’s cabinet member for 
housing, said: “It’s good news that work 
is starting on yet another housing devel¬ 
opment in Sandwell. 

“This is another example of the coun¬ 
cil working with a partner like Seddon 
Construction to increase the quantity 
and choice of housing in Sandwell. 

“By the end of March this year, we 
will have created around 200 much- 
needed new council homes with around 
another 400 in the pipeline during the 
next two years.” 

Duncan Williams, housing director at 
Seddon, said: “Delivering quality new- 
build properties that enhance the com¬ 
munity together with our local authority 
partners is central to what we do.” The 
homes are scheduled to be completed by 
June 2019. 

Social club move 
petition launched 

A PETITION has been launched by res¬ 
idents asking for a new social club to be 
introduced. 

Residents want to see a social club fa¬ 
cility installed as part of the redevelop¬ 
ment of shops in Carrington Road and 
School Road in Friar Park, Wednesbury. 

A total of 172 residents have signed 
a petition backing the plans. It has now 
been passed to Sandwell Council’s pe¬ 
titions committee and now officers are 
looking into the case. 

The petition requests Tor a social club 
facility for the community in the rede¬ 
velopment of the Carrington Road and 
School Road shops’. 

A council report said: “This matter is 
being investigated by officers and will be 
reported back to the Cabinet Petitions 
Committee at a future meeting.” 

Town police station 
all set to shut down 


DARLASTON Police Station is to close 
down, force chiefs have said. The office 
of the West Midlands Police and Crime 
Commissioner David Jamieson said the 
sale of the building on Crescent Road 
would generate around £180,000 and 
save £20,935 a year in running costs. 


IORDANS SOLICITORS 



Friendly, efficient and price competitive 


Here at Jordans Solicitors we offer, Conveyancing 
both Residential and Commercial, Wdls and Probate, 
Powers of Attorney & Family Law... 

If the regular office hours 9.00am to 5.00pm Monday to Friday are not very 
convenient for you we can offer Thursday evening and Saturday morning 


I Summer Hill, Halesowen B63 3BU Tel: 0121 585 3900 
35 Payne Street, Blackheath, West Midlands B65 ODH Telephone: 0121 559 2922 


www.jordans-solicitors.co.uk 
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Meat firm 
faces probe 
over hygiene 
regulations 

A MEAT supplier is at the centre of 
an investigation by food safety regu¬ 
lators, forcing it to stop distributing 
- leaving restaurants, pubs, schools 
and care homes with meat off the 
menu. 

The surprise inspection by the Food 
Standard Agency took place at Russell 
Hume Ltd’s site in Shady Lane, Great 
Barr on January 12. 

The firm, which has its headquar¬ 
ters in Derby, was told to stop prod¬ 
ucts from leaving its sites as a result 
of the inspection, which found in¬ 
stances of ‘serious non-compliance 
with food hygiene regulations’. 

Black Country-based Marston’s 
pubs have been impacted as well as 
Wetherspoons, Jamie Oliver and 
Bourne Leisure, which own Butlin’s, 
Haven and Warner Leisure Hotels. 

Schools and care homes are also 
among the firm’s customer base. 

A statement from the Food Stand¬ 
ards Agency said: “Following an 
unannounced inspection of Russell 
Hume’s Birmingham site on 12 Jan¬ 
uary, we became aware of instances 
of serious non-compliance with food 
hygiene regulations. 

“Russell Hume were unable to 
demonstrate compliance with food 
hygiene rules at its locations, so we 
have stopped any product from leav¬ 
ing their sites until the business can 
provide assurances that they are com¬ 
plying with the relevant legislation.” 

Make, Move and 
Munch Club coup 

TWO members of a healthy eating 
campaign have been recognised for 
their efforts to help beat the bulge. 

Helen Tomblin and Jamie Bloom¬ 
field, part of the team that has de¬ 
livered Make, Move & Munch Clubs 
since 2016, were honoured for work¬ 
ing alongside the National Charity 
Partnership, an initiative between 
Tesco, Diabetes UK and British 
Heart Foundation. The Make, Move 
& Munch Clubs supports and moti¬ 
vates mothers to improve their health 
through physical activity and diet. 

Helen received the Working in Part¬ 
nership award and Jamie received the 
Most Improved Use of PR at the third 
annual National Charity Partnership 
Awards at the Riverside Park Plaza 
hotel in central London, on Thursday. 


Cinderella panto 

A PANTOMIME of Cinderella is tak¬ 
ing place at a Black Country church. 

The show is taking place at Wes¬ 
ley Centre in Wednesbury at 7.30pm 
between February 19 and 24. Tickets 
cost £6 for adults, and £5 for children. 


Final farewell to 'irreplaceable Rich' 



Much-loved - Richard 


BAGGIES players past and present joined 
friends and family in saying a final farewell 
to a much-loved referee and mascot as his 
funeral was held. 

Former striker Lee Hughes and current 
players Jonny Evans, Chris Brunt and 
James Morrison made an appearance at 
the service for Richard Eades at St Bart¬ 
holomew’s Church in Wednesbury. 

Albion shirts and scarves were visible 
among the crowd of mourners, who turned 
out to pay their respects to the popular 
father of two. Some people were forced to 
stand outside during the service, such were 
the numbers in attendance. The 42-year- 
old died suddenly last month. 

He had spent nearly 30 years involved 
with Albion in a variety of roles - from 


ground staff, to coaching staff and in more 
recent years playing mascots, including 
Baggie Bird, Baggie Junior, and from 2007, 
Albi. He also played and coached and was 
manager of Boing FC - Albion’s official 
supporters’ football team - and served as 
a highly-respected Birmingham County 
FA referee. The sound of drumbeats filled 
the air and the tune of ‘Together we are 
Beautiful’ was played on a xylophone as the 
coffin, draped in a St George flag with an 
Albion badge, was carried into the church. 

Family and friends wore blue jumpers 
with the word ‘Baggie’ above a picture of 
Richard. ‘Stuck in the Middle with You’ 
played as the service came to an end and 
the drums were played again. Ex-Albion 
striker Lee Hughes said: “I’d known him 


since I started with Albion. He was a great 
bloke. He was one of the kindest guys. We 
used to have a laugh and I would whip the 
mascot head off. He was a massive part of 
the club.” 

Captain Jonny Evans said: “He was a 
very popular person and you can see how 
much he meant by the turnout today.” 

Pupils at Old Park School in Wednes¬ 
bury, which Mr Eades’ daughter Lily-Mae 
and son Archie attend, dressed up in foot¬ 
ball shirts to pay tribute to him. Friend 
Dave Challenor - otherwise known as 
Baggie Bird - also visited the school in his 
mascot outfit. Mr Challenor said: “Rich was 
a 42-year-old rascal, that was probably the 
best way to describe him. There was no-one 
else quite like Rich - he’s irreplaceable.” 


Staff suspended over 
secret meeting leak' 


THE SECRETARIES of all seven cabinet mem¬ 
bers on Sandwell Council have been suspend¬ 
ed over accusations that details of a ‘top se¬ 
cret’ meeting were leaked. 

In the latest twist at the crisis-engulfed authority, 
West Bromwich West MP Adrian Bailey said the staff 
members were placed on ‘gardening leave’ last week, 
with a view to them being relocated to other jobs. 


The suspensions are said 1 
that took place the night be¬ 
fore an ethics hearing into 
the conduct of Councillor Ian 
Jones. At the hearing last 
Wednesday, Labour council¬ 
lor Mr Jones was found to 
have breached the members 
code of conduct for removing 
a plot of land from public 
auction. 

Along with Mr Bailey, he 
has accused Sandwell Coun¬ 
cil leader Steve Eling of being 
involved in the suspensions. 

“The night before the 
hearing there was a meeting 
in the chief executive’s con¬ 
ference room that was sup¬ 
posed to be ‘top secret’,” Mr 
Jones said. 

“It featured a number of 
members of the ethics com¬ 
mittee and council officers. 
Steve Eling was not happy 
that details of this meeting 
were made public and has 
taken what can only be de¬ 
scribed as extreme action,” 
he claimed. 

Mr Eling has denied he 
had anything to do with the 
suspensions, which he called 
‘a HR matter’. “Members do 
not deal with staffing issues. 
There were some people sus¬ 
pended, but to say that I am 
behind the decision is not 


i relate to a private meeting 

By Peter Madeley 


true. It is very disappoint¬ 
ing that certain people are 
making such completely un¬ 
founded allegations over a 
HR matter,” he said. 

Mr Eling is currently em¬ 
broiled in a war of words 
with Halesowen and Row- 
ley Regis Tory MP James 
Morris, who used a House of 
Commons address to call for 
the council leader’s resigna¬ 
tion. 

Mr Eling said of Mr Mor¬ 
ris: “It is clear he has no an¬ 
swers to any of the problems 
[at Sandwell Council] and is 
content to lob hand grenades 
from behind the barricades.” 

MP Tom Watson has also 
urged James Morris to pres¬ 
ent evidence of any allega¬ 
tions about Sandwell Council 
to police. The deputy leader 
of the Labour Party said Mr 
Morris must hand over de¬ 
tails to officers ‘so a judge¬ 
ment can be made about 
where the truth lies’. 

During his address in 
the House of Commons, Mr 
Morris said Mr Watson had 
‘questions to answer about 
why he has remained so 
quiet’. 


TV star Declan gets memento 




Declan with his heartfelt plea at the game The shirt donated by Albion star Kieran Gibbs 


FOR 90 minutes he tirelessly 
held up a sign in a bid to get 
one of the players’ shirts. 

Fans from as far away as 
Norway saw five-year-old 
Declan Langford at his first 
West Bromwich Albion away 
game - where a strong Liver¬ 
pool side were sent crashing 
out of the FA Cup after a 3-2 
loss. And through the power 
of social media and rallying 


of Albion fans the club have 
now sent Declan, from West 
Bromwich, an official shirt 
signed by his favourite player 
defender Kieran Gibbs. 

Father Shaun Langford, 
age 34, who has followed the 
club for more than 20 years, 
said: “We got a sheet together 
and 110 per cent he held that 
sign up for 90 minutes. 

“All the fans around us 


were saying ‘it is melting our 
hearts’. I got phone calls say¬ 
ing he was on BT Sport and 
some of the Albion fans are 
living in Norway doing a bit 
of work over there and they 
text me saying ‘your lad’s on 
Norwegian TV’. You get your 
bad points in football but 
something like this has just 
really showed me how much 
a close unit West Brom are.” 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Traffic calming 
measures plan 

SANDWELL Council will install two 
zebra crossings on a ‘busy’ Wednes¬ 
bury road after a petition by con¬ 
cerned residents. The residents are 
also calling for traffic calming meas¬ 
ures on Crankhall Lane, in Wednes¬ 
bury, in a bid to combat the heavy 
traffic and speeding drivers. 

The zebra crossings will be installed 
at both ends of the road to help peo¬ 
ple and school children cross the road 
safely. A petition has also been sub¬ 
mitted for traffic calming measures 
outside Lidl and Costcutter. Friar 
Park councillor Joy Edis said: “I have 
been emailed by the council telling me 
the crossings will be installed.” 

Royal Mail office 
saved from closure 

A ROYAL Mail delivery office in Old¬ 
bury has been saved from closing. 

Bosses at the postal service held a 
consultation over the possibility of 
closing the site. 

Plans were revealed to move the 
office to Coombs Wood in Halesowen. 

But Royal Mail says after careful 
consideration and feedback from cus¬ 
tomers, the site will remain in place. 

A Royal Mail spokesman said: “This 
means there will be no change to our 
mail operations in Oldbury and there 
will be no impact on the high quality 
service we offer to our customers.” 

Passenger delays 
after signal fault 

PASSENGERS faced delays in the 
Black Country train station after a 
line was blocked due to a signalling 
fault at Rowley Regis train station. 

West Midlands Railways, which 
operates train services in the region, 
warned passengers trains could be 
delayed or cancelled on Friday on the 
line between Stourbridge and Snow 
Hill in Birmingham 

The firm tweeted: “Due to a fault 
with the signalling system at Rowley 
Regis, all lines are currently blocked. 
Trains running through this station 
may be cancelled or delayed.” 

Fly-tippers caught 
by council top 40 

SANDWELL Council has cracked 
down on fly-tipping, with 40 people 
now having been issued with maxi¬ 
mum fines of £400. 

Six have been snared since the 
start of the year. Council chiefs have 
claimed CCTV responsible for the ‘big 
difference’ in tackling the crime and 
plan to continue the operation. 

Cases of fly-tipping can be reported 
online at www.sandwell.gov.uk/flytip- 
ping or by calling 0121 3681177. 
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For more information 
Call-0121 5222006 
Email - kidzzone@completekidz.co.uk 


Venue-Unit 2, Elm Court, 
Crystal Drive, Smethwick 6001RB 




Vertical & Roller Blinds 
New season fabrics now available 


5 YEAR GUARANTEE 


Also available 

• Romans • Pleated 

• Conservatory Roof Blinds 

• Wood Venetians 

• Venetian Blinds 

• Curved Tracks for Bay Windows 

FREEPHONE 

0800 5875270 

Open Seven Days a Week 

0121 429 3169 


FREE Home Quote. FAST Delivery 
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lO REASONS TO HAVE AN IDEAL HOMECARE BATHROOM / KITCHEN / BEDROOM 


© Family business established over 28 years 
© Vast majority of work comes from recommendations 
© FREE home design service, we listen to you and design 
to your requirements 

© Large choice of design, 100s of doors, worktops, tiles, 
sinks and taps to choose from, but do not worry, we 
are here to help and advise what is right for you 
© We project manage from start to finish 


© We can supply only, or complete the whole project, 
including tiling, electrics, plumbing, building, plastering 
and even decorating 

o All rubbish removed at the end of the project 
© Gas Safe fitters (formerly Corgi) 

© NICEIC Registered electricians 
(0 Quality products at realistic prices 


www.idealhomecare.co.uk 


5 Hall Green Road, Stone Cross, 
West Bromwich, B71 3JS 

The Home Improvement Specialist Telephone: 0121 588 5737 


OPENING TIMES: 

Mon-Fri 10am -4pm 
Saturday 10am-2pm 
Closed Wed and Sun 

Other Times By Appointment 
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COUNTY NEWS 

Flu vaccine for 
Australian strain 

HEALTH experts have insisted it is 
not too late to get vaccinated against 
Aussie flu, amid a rise in UK cases. 

Dr Helen Hibbs, from the Wolver¬ 
hampton Clinical Commissioning 
Group, said the jab had proved effec¬ 
tive against the strain of flu - and said 
people should take measures to pro¬ 
tect themselves. Aussie flu has made 
headlines in recent weeks following 
reports of cases across the country. 

Dr Hibbs said: “This particularly 
nasty strain of flu shows just how se¬ 
vere flu can be. The good news is that 
the flu vaccine is effective against the 
Australian flu and it is still not too 
late for people to get protected.” 

University signs 
up for project 

A MIDLANDS university has signed 
up to a Government initiative aimed 
at getting young people from poorer 
backgrounds into higher education. 

Newman University in Birmingham 
is part of the National Collaborative 
Outreach Project (NCOP), which is 
tasked with increasing numbers at 
university from disadvantaged fami¬ 
lies. 

The university has a dedicated 
NCOP team who work with schools 
and colleges in the area. 

Former Newman student Lewis 
Hickman, from Bartley Green, re¬ 
turned to the university to work on 
the project. 

Mecca marking 
Macarena's 25th 

BINGO lovers are being called on to 
pull their best 90s dance moves. 

Bilston’s Mecca is looking for peo¬ 
ple to flaunt their moves to throwback 
hit Macarena for the chance to grab a 
£1,000 holiday. It comes as the bingo 
hall, based at Spring Vale Retail Park, 
celebrates 25 years of Los Del Rio’s 
one-hit wonder. 

Dance videos need to be uploaded 
to the Bilston branch’s Facebook on 
Friday and Saturday. For more infor¬ 
mation, call 01902 405065. 

Home unveils its 
£2m extension 

A CARE home has unveiled is new £2 
million extension. Beech Hill Grange, 
in Sutton Coldfield, provides nursing 
and dementia care. 

The service has now doubled its 
footprint with the expansion, increas¬ 
ing its capacity to 75 rooms. 

The extension also includes a new 
piano lounge and sitting room. There 
is also a private dining room and a 
hair salon. 


After latest cases, grieving father says ‘enough is enough’ 



Campaign - MP Eddie Hughes Victim - John Hickinbottom Banned driver Craig Edwards Cyclist death - Kade Scrivens Rebecca McManus was killed 


Killer drivers 'must 
face tougher action' 


‘WE have to go back to the 
drawing board’ - the father of 
a student killed by a speed¬ 
ing motorists has called for 
tougher sentences. 

Gez McManus’s 21-year-old 
daughter Rebecca was waiting at 
a bus stop when Sukvinder Man- 
nan, who was driving at lOlmph, 
hit and killed her. 

The fatal crash in Hagley Road West 
in Bearwood resulted in 34-year-old 
Mannan, from Halesowen, being jailed 
for eight years after admitting causing 
death by dangerous driving. 

The sentence four years ago has 
been followed by several other death 
by dangerous driving convictions - 
none of which have resulted in the 
maximum 14-year sentence. 

Last week Craig Edwards and Kade 
Scrivens were jailed for less than 
eight years each for killing behind the 
wheel. 

Roundabout 

Edwards was driving at a speed al¬ 
most twice the 30 mph limit when he 
hit grandfather John Hickinbottom in 
Walsall last June. He was also over the 
drink drive limit. The 29-year-old, of 
Cumberland Road, Walsall, received 
a seven-year jail sentence after ad¬ 
mitting causing death by dangerous 
driving, failing to stop at the scene and 
drink driving. 

Meanwhile Mr Hickinbottom’s fam¬ 
ily who were in court to watch the 
proceedings, must attempt to move 
on without the 74-year-old, of Lilac 
Grove, Bentley. Granddaughter Jade 
told the court: “It felt like my world 
was falling apart without him.” 

And on the same day of the sen¬ 
tencing, Scrivens, 24, of Booth Street, 
Handsworth, was given a seven-and-a- 
half year sentence for killing 59-year- 
old Nicholas Harrison. He was cycling 



Gez McManus lost his daughter when she was hit by a speeding driver 


on Midland Road in Darlaston when 
Scrivens lost control at a roundabout 
while speeding and hit him on the op¬ 
posite side of the road on November 
22 . 

Scrivens, who admitted causing 
death by dangerous driving, then fled 
the scene to sober up, according to 
Judge Simon Ward. 

In a victim impact statement read 
out in court, Mr Harrison’s brother, 
Christopher, 70, said his death ‘has af¬ 
fected me greatly’. The two cases have 
triggered a campaign by the Express 
& Star for tougher sentences on killer 
drivers. It has been supported Mr Mc¬ 
Manus, 54, of Balsall Common. 

He is campaigning for killer drivers 
to be banned from the roads for life. 

He also says judges should be 
stricter with their sentences and peo¬ 


ple need to be educated on the dangers 
of driving dangerously. The Ministry 
of Justice is proposing for the maxi¬ 
mum sentence for causing death by 
dangerous driving to go up from 14 
years’ prison to life. But the plan has 
yet to go before Parliament. 

Mr McManus said: “Mr Mannan 
will get his freedom shortly and be in 
his early 30s, he will still have a long 
life ahead of him. He should not be 
allowed to go behind the wheel again. 

“The problem we have is by the 
time the case gets to the court it is too 
late, someone has died. People who 
view it as socially acceptable need to 
realise it is socially unacceptable.” 

Mr McManus is starting a charity 
called Collision and Reducing Death 
on our Roads. He aims to reach out 
to young drivers, encouraging them 


to drive safely. Eddie Hughes, Walsall 
North MP, says he will raise the issue 
in Parliament. He said: “People need 
to realise that when they are driving 
their car and are texting, speeding, 
drinking, that the vehicle has the po¬ 
tential to be a lethal weapon. Tougher 
sentences need to be put out to show 
that.” 

Other sentences given out over the 
past two years for death by dangerous 
driving include uninsured driver Jake 
Nelson, who was given a suspended 
detention sentence after hitting 
39-year-old Neil Perry as he crossed 
the road in West Bromwich last year. 

Nelson, 19, of Hales Road in 
Wednesbury, was driving 57mph in a 
30mph zone. 

Undercutting 

Joseph Chance, 25, of Murcroft 
Road, Stourbridge, and Dylan 
Stringer, 24, Wychbury Road, Stour¬ 
bridge, were jailed for eight and six 
years respectively after killing young 
mother Nadine Foster while racing at 
speeds of almost 80mph. 

Former Dudley College student 
Miss Foster, 18, was a front seat pas¬ 
senger in a Ford Focus, driven by boy¬ 
friend Stringer, when it hit a wall in 
Hagley Road, Stourbridge. She died 
in hospital four days after last April’s 
tragedy, leaving behind her then five- 
month-old son. 

Hospital porter Joshua Harvey was 
jailed for two years after admitting 
causing the death of Sean Williams in 
Wolverhampton by careless driving. 

The 23-year-old, of Griffiths Drive, 
Ashmore Park, was undercutting an¬ 
other car when the car he was driving 
at 48mph in a 30 zone in Lakefield 
Road, Wednesfield, hit the boy on De¬ 
cember 29, just over a year ago. 

Figures from the Department of 
Transport show 54 people died on the 
roads in the West Midlands in the 12 
months up to October 27. 


Campaign 
launched 
for longer 
sentences 


STOP 

SPEEDERS 


The anti-speeding campaign logo 

TWO killer drivers who callously left 
their victims for dead have each been 
jailed for under eight years, prompt¬ 
ing a campaign calling for action. 

Banned driver Craig Edwards was 
locked up for seven years for killing 
grandfather John Hickinbottom. 
He lost control of his vehicle and 
mounted the pavement, knocking 
down the 74-year-old. 

Speeding motorist Kade Scrivens 
was sentenced to seven and a half 
years for hitting cyclist Nicholas Har¬ 
rison. Scrivens was speeding and driv¬ 
ing on the wrong side of the road. 

Both sentences have been criticised 
by road safety campaigner Gez Mc¬ 
Manus and Walsall North MP Eddie 
Hughes, who is to raise the matter 
in Parliament. In the meantime the 
Chronicle’s sister newspaper - the 
Express & Star - has set up a petition 

Mr McManus, whose 21-year-old 
daughter Rebecca was killed by a 
speeding driver in Bearwood four 
years ago, said: “Enough is enough. 

“Something needs to change to stop 
people getting behind the wheel and 
driving so dangerously, causing mis¬ 
ery to the families of the innocent 
people killed. If the sentences are not 
long enough, people will fail to take 
notice. We have to go back to the 
drawing board.” The two cases were 
heard before Wolverhampton Crown 
Court this week. 

Meanwhile, launching the cam¬ 
paign, Express & Star editor, Keith 
Harrison said: “The crime of danger¬ 
ous driving should be urgently ad¬ 
dressed by our lawmakers. 

“While the death toll grows, time 
and time again we see people who are 
found guilty of this offence handed 
sentences that are pathetic. 

“Government legislation designed 
to tackle dangerous driving is slowly 
moving forward, although it is likely 
to be a while before anything mean¬ 
ingful enters the statute books. 

“We need action now. Today the 
Express & Star and Chronicle are 
calling on people to sign our petition. 

Where is the justice for the victims 
and their families?” 

• To sign the petition visit expres- 
sandstar.com 
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Investment 
at airport to 
aid customer 
experience 

BIRMINGHAM Airport has started 
a multi-million-pound programme of 
development works it says will im¬ 
prove the experience of passengers 
passing through the airport terminal. 

The works include redeveloping the 
security processing area to provide 
more boarding card gates, a dedicated 
security preparation area and a re¬ 
freshed waiting area with new floor¬ 
ing and lighting. 

In addition, extra staff are being re¬ 
cruited in key ‘customer facing’ areas, 
including terminal operations, cus¬ 
tomer relations and security officers. 

The airport’s chief operating officer 
David Winstanley said: “The service 
we give our customers is an absolute 
priority so we’re investing a great deal 
to improve the airport journey.” 

The airport is also developing its 
retail and catering facilities, with the 
opening of The Factory restaurant 
and the arrival of upmarket footwear 
brand Kurt Geiger to its airside shop¬ 
ping experience. In the spring, aBot- 
tega prosecco bar and wrapchic - an 
Indian inspired burrito and sandwich 
outlet - will open. 

A covered walkway to the terminal 
is under construction for those walk¬ 
ing to the terminal from the free drop 
off car park, and a new 178-guestroom 
Hilton Garden Inn hotel will open in 
the summer. New digital wayfinding 
and signage will be introduced before 
the summer season. 

Survey call over 
births services 

MOTHERS who give birth at a Bir¬ 
mingham hospital are being urged to 
take part in a survey to improve care. 

Women who give birth in February 
this year at City Hospital, in Winson 
Green, will be sent a questionnaire 
in about three months’ time asking 
them about their experiences of the 
care they have received. 

The confidential survey, which 
is being run nationally by the Care 
Quality Commission (CQC), will focus 
on experiences of antenatal care, 
childbirth and postnatal care. 

Rachel Carter, Director of Mid¬ 
wifery at Sandwell and West Birming¬ 
ham Hospitals NHS Trust, said: “This 
is a really good opportunity for us to 
get feedback from our women to tell 
us how well we are doing.” 


imbruglia concert 

AUSTRALIAN pop star Natalie Im¬ 
bruglia is in concert at Birmingham 
Town Hall on Monday. The former 
Neighbours star had a massive hit in 
1997 with Torn. Tickets are £33, see 
thsh.co.uk or call the 0121 780 3333. 


Knife killer. 17. locked up for life 



Victim Alex Leonard died aged 22 


THE family of a young murder victim 
issued a stark warning about the dan¬ 
gers of carrying knives in public as 
the 17-year-old attacker was locked 
up for at least 14 years. 

Cameron Martin-Leon - 16 at the 
time - fatally stabbed Alex Leonard 
after the 22-year-old complained 
about the drunk teenager’s boorish 
behaviour in Woodgate Gardens, 
Bartley Green on July 3. 

The minor spat turned to tragedy 
after the victim cut the hand of the 
defendant, who, after bragging about 
carrying a knife for protection earlier 


that day, wounded him in the chest. 
Mr Leonard died later in hospital. 

Restrictions preventing the naming 
of the accused, from Allwood Gardens, 
Bartley Green, were lifted at Birming¬ 
ham Crown Court after his conviction 
for murder. He was sentenced to life 
imprisonment with a minimum 14 
years behind bars. 

Mr Leonard’s family said later: 
“Two mothers have had their dreams 
and aspirations for their sons shat¬ 
tered and broken like the hearts 
of everyone who knew Alex. There 
seems to be an epidemic of knife crime 


sweeping through our communities. 
Children are carrying knives through 
fear of what might happen or what 
has happened to them or a member of 
their families. 

“Whatever the reason it is clear 
that not enough is being done.” 

Detective Inspector Caroline 
Corfield, from the force’s Homicide 
Unit, said: “We are working tirelessly 
to understand the reasons why young 
people carry knives. Anyone found in 
possession of one faces the real possi¬ 
bility of ending up behind bars.” 


All lit up for official 
opening after revamp 


From left: Marion Blockley of the Heritage Lottery Fund; Sandwell Mayor Ahmadul Haque MBE; Jonathan 
Baker, who was part owner of former Jonathans restaurant in Birmingham New Road, and he was pre¬ 
sented with the certificate for being the inspiration for the new tea room; council leader Steve Eling; and 
Paul Havelin who was the former Jonathans head chef who has now opened the new Jonathans 


“IT’S a great achievement for 
everyone who has been involved.” 
Sandwell Council leader Steve Eling 
has hailed the official opening of 
Lightwoods House after a £5.2 mil¬ 
lion revamp. 

The restoration of the house and park 
in Adkins Lane was marked with a cel¬ 
ebration event attended by councillors, 
staff, members of the friends group and 
the workers behind the project. 

The house is now a venue for weddings, meet¬ 
ings, fitness classes and community events. 

It is also home to tearooms and small busi¬ 
nesses including a children’s nursery and an 
acupuncturist. Around £3m has been spent on 
transforming the 18thCentury Grade Il-listed 
property at the centre of the park. Landscap¬ 
ing, new paths, extensive improvements to the 
Shakespeare Gardens and creation of a nature 
area and bridge were also included. 

Culmination 

Councillor Eling said: “The house is fantas¬ 
tic. It’s the culmination of the hard work of the 
council, the community and the friends group 
getting behind us and supporting our lottery 
bid. We wanted to make the house not only the 
centre of the community, but also for it to bring 
in money to sustain it for the future. 

“We’ve done even better than we could have 
expected. We have let out studio offices on the 
upper floor which have been really popular, we 
have facilities for children at the nursery which 
is very nicely fitted out and we have the tea¬ 
rooms which are stunning..” 

Jonathan Baker, former owner of Jonathans 
restaurant, was also at the event to receive a 
certificate and plaque celebrating 30 years of 
excellence in business presented by the council 
leader and the Mayor - and for inspiring the 
name of the House’s new tearooms. 

The tearooms, Jonathans In The Park, are 
run by Paul Havelin, who worked his way up at 
Jonathans restaurant to become head chef and 
has named the tearooms in tribute to owners 
Jonathan Baker and his late partner Jonathan 
Bedford. 


Jonathan Baker with Paul Havelin at Jonathans 


Inside the Jonathans in the Park tearooms 




NEWS IN BRIEF 

Bridge collapse 
tragedy recalled 

THE tragic events of two Worcester 
bound oil tanker barges, which caused 
the collapse of the Severn Railway 
Bridge in Purton, Gloucestershire 
over 55 years ago, will be revisited at 
next Tuesday’s meeting of the West 
Bromwich Institute. 

Maritime historian Paul Barnett 
will explain how the collision of the 
two vessels in fog and darkness ended 
in five deaths when they were both 
swept upstream, eventually crashing 
into a pier off the Bridge. This illus¬ 
trated talk starts at 7.30 at the West 
Bromwich Central Library at 7.30 on 
Tuesday February 6 - entrance via the 
rear entrance - price £3 per person. 

Police car struck 
after brick thrown 

YOBS hurled a house brick from a 
bridge as a police car travelled along a 
main road. Police described the act on 
January 23, near Dudley Port railway 
station at Tipton, as ‘disgusting’. 

The brick missed the windscreen 
but hit the roof of the vehicle. 

West Midlands Police said officers 
were heading to help a vulnerable el¬ 
derly woman at the time. 

Sandwell and Dudley Response 
team said on Twitter: “Someone has 
just thrown a house brick at one of our 
vehicles. Disgusting thing to do and 
we’re looking for you now.” 

Musicians link-up 
for concert in city 

FIVE of the leading contemporary 
folk singer-songwriters and musicians 
are getting together for the Shake 
The Chains concert at Birmingham 
Town Hall this weekend. 

Sunday night’s line-up includes 
BBC 2 Folk Award winners Nancy 
Kerr, Hannah Martin and Greg Rus¬ 
sell with guest appearance from Steve 
Knightley and Grace Petrie. 

The concert of eclectic folk and 
protest follows the Shake The Chains 
album, released after to a year of po¬ 
litical upheaval. Tickets are £20.50. 
See thsh.co.uk or call 0121 780 3333. 

Flats may be built on 
manufacturing site 

FLATS could be built on the site of a 
derelict former manufacturing ware¬ 
house in Smethwick. If plans were 
approved then a single storey building 
would be built after the demolition 
in St Marys Road. Two one bedroom 
flats would then be created. 

Planning documents state: “The 
commercial building on this site is be¬ 
coming derelict. It was formerly used 
by Eclipse Sprayers Ltd for the manu¬ 
facture of home and garden products.” 
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Affordable 


Windows 
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ANY ONE OF THESE DOORS 
SUPPLIED AND FITTED 

£7491 

INCLUDING HARDWARE 



• Windows • Composite Doors • 

Conservatories • Porches • Repairs 

1 10 year insurance w Reasons to choose Affordable 

backed guarantee It’ Free quotation 

» Energy efficient It FENSA registered 

W Trusted service 

For your FREE quotation, call us now 

07710 434223 

We also fit in: Dudley, Tipton, Sedgley, Wombourne, Wolverhampton, 
Oldbury, Kinsgwinford, Walsall, West Bromwich, Wednesbury 


Reaistered office: Affordable Windows Doors & Conservatories 
101 Tipton Road, Sedgley West Midlands, DY3 1BZ 

Registered company Telephone: 01902 827879 | Email: affordablewdc@hotmail.com | www.wolverhamptonwindows.co.uk 
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IN MY VIEW 


with Mark Andrews 


Rich list? 
That could 
refer to me 
-and you 

A STUDY by Oxfam, which claims that 
the richest one per cent of the world 
owns 82 per cent of the world’s resourc¬ 
es, has sparked a predictable outcry on 
social media. 

“The greedy rich should pay more 
tax to help the poor and downtrodden” 
seems to be the upshot of it, and cer¬ 
tainly when confronted with such stark 
figures it seems hard to disagree. 

I do wonder, though, whether the 
professional malcontents busy working 
themselves into such a fury have actually 
paused to think about just who the rich¬ 
est one per cent of the population are. 

No doubt images of Sir Philip Green, 
polishing his medallion while soaking up 
the sun on his private yacht, spring to 
mind. Or perhaps Sir Richard Branson 
on his private island, and a grouchy Lord 
Sugar barking orders at his underlings 
from his raised chair in the boardroom. 

And of course, no list of wealthy panto¬ 
mime villains would be complete without 
special mention of Rupert Murdoch, who 
seems to be to blame for most things 
these days. 

And yes, all of these fall into the rich¬ 
est one per cent, but they are not alone. 
According to the Global Rich List, which 
defines such things, anybody earning 
more than £22,706 a year is in the rich¬ 
est one per cent. I wonder how many of 
the people angrily pointing the finger at 
the “greedy rich” realise that they too are 
members of that exclusive club? 

More to the point, how many of these 
members of the richest one per cent, 
particularly those who work in the pub¬ 
lic sector, have been on protest marches 
demanding an end to “austerity”, and an 
inflation-busting pay rise? 

If the Oxfam report tells us anything, 
it is that most people in this country are 
pretty well-off, and maybe a little less 
moaning wouldn’t go amiss when there 
are so many people in the world who real¬ 
ly do have something to complain about. 

By the way, the chief executive of Ox¬ 
fam earned £127,753 last year. 

□ nn 

INTERESTINGLY, the Oxfam report 
also coincides with a new report by the 
Rowntree Foundation which says more 
than half of children in London and Bir¬ 
mingham are living in poverty. 

The study defines poverty as having an 
income, after housing costs, of less than 
£248 a week, which is a little confusing. 

Given the stratospheric cost of hous¬ 
ing at the moment, particularly in London, 
how many of these supposedly impover¬ 
ished households are also in the richest 
one per cent of the world? 


Clapping at end of Churchill film - and why not? 



Gary Oldham as Winston Churchill Lord Jim O’Neill now believes booming Prince William ‘laughed off’ suggestions he 

in the film Darkest Hour global trade will “dwarf” Brexit ill effects paid £180 for his new shaven-headed look 


Patriotic nation is 
entitled to applaud 


A READER contacts me with yet another re¬ 
port of a cinema audience applauding at the 
end of Darkest Hour starring Gary Oldman as 
Winston Churchill. I’m not surprised. These are 
self-selecting audiences with a pro-Churchill 
bias and, having heard of the reactions else¬ 
where, they are primed to clap. 

BUT there’s surely more to it than that. Britain 
is just about the only European country proud 
of its part in the 20th century. And despite 
half-a-century of post-imperial breast-beating 
and institutionalised shame, we are, in the main, 
a patriotic and sentimental nation. We saved the 
world. We are entitled to clap a little. 

JUST as global warming may be cooled by a 
coming mini-ice age, so Brexit may be mollified 
by a general improvement in world trade. So 
says the former treasury minister and Remainer 
Lord Jim O’Neill. He now believes that booming 
global trade will “dwarf” any ill effects caused 
by leaving the EU. In other words, after all the 
froth and fury, we may hardly notice any differ¬ 
ence. The millennium bug revisited. 

PRINCE William has ‘laughed off suggestions 
that he paid £180 for his new shaven-headed 
look. This is only a theory but I’d be surprised 
if he paid anything. His wife’s hair stylist appar¬ 
ently went to Kensington Palace to give HRH 
the razor-cut treatment. The stylist is probably 
well-pleased with all the publicity and would not 
dream of sending a bill. 

IN case William is remotely interested, in real 
life, for a Number 3 cut which is not quite so 
brutal as his, I pay £5 (admittedly with the Near¬ 
er My God To Thee discount). 


THE BEST OF 
PETER RHODES ■ 

SOCIAL media ought to come with a warning: 
“Signing up to this will ruin your entire life.” Lat¬ 
est victim is Amena Khan, L’Oreal’s hijab-wear- 
ing model who has resigned after somebody 
uncovered anti-Israel tweets she posted three 
years ago. How long will it be before nobody 
on social media will be able to do anything in 
the public eye because of their hasty opinions 
of yore? 

A FORMER SAS soldier who took part in the 
1980 Iranian Embassy siege is homeless and 
unable to get a council house. In contrast, one 
of the embassy terrorists, released from jail after 
28 years, is said to be living rent-free in London. 
Surprised? Me neither. It is 100 years since the 
prime minister Lloyd George promised “homes 
fit for heroes.” It was a lie then and it’s a lie now. 

THE Church of England is a broad church 
with half a millennium’s worth of prayers and 
liturgy to cover every aspect of human life. This 
probably explains why its House of Bishops has 
decided there’s no need to create a new form 
of service to welcome transgender worship¬ 
pers; the baptismal service can be adapted. 
But I bet the bishops considered not only the 
theology but the maths. According to official 
statistics, no more than six out of every 1,000 
Brits are transgender. No more than 20 in every 
1,000 Brits are regular churchgoers. So the 
number of transgender people wanting a new 
form of service is vanishingly small, especial¬ 
ly when you divide it among England’s 10,449 


church parishes. And yet who would put money 
on the bishops’ decision being the end of it? 
The campaigning group OneBodyOneFaith has 
already accused the bishops of “kicking trans 
people into the long grass” and the lesson of 
the Church’s recent history is that once it is ac¬ 
cused of kicking anybody, the only option is a 
meek apology and surrender. 

OUR changing language. According to police, 
a gang of violent burglars in the Black Country 
“scope areas for homes that could be potential 
targets.” Scope? The trouble with this word is 
not that it means nothing but that it can mean 
several things. You can scope a property using 
binoculars but you can also scope it through 
online research. Joe Public, on being warned of 
“scoping,” may start keeping an eye peeled for 
dodgy-looking blokes with field glasses when 
he should be removing images of his posses¬ 
sions from Facebook. 

MIND you, if I were in charge, burglary would 
vanish overnight. This is because I’d have se¬ 
rial burglars taken into a field and shot. Why? 
Because they are the lowest of the low. They 
are worse than most murderers (who usually kill 
in a moment of passion) and worse than many 
paedophiles (who clearly have mental prob¬ 
lems). What is more, there is hard evidence that 
serial burglars kill people. Home Office figures 
show that old people who have been burgled 
are much more likely to die sooner than others 
of similar age. At best, being burgled causes 
long-lasting trauma. At worst, it shortens your 
life. Yet police forces everywhere increasingly 
treat it as a minor crime and when I suggest ex¬ 
ecuting serial burglars, people think I’m joking. 
Absolutely not. 


TALXjNGPOIN^^ 

Cashing in 
on the sick 
with fines 
for parking 

PARKING fines and charges have been in 
the news lately. Recently, The Chronicle 
revealed that hospital trusts were making 
thousands from charging staff and visi¬ 
tors to park, with Walsall Healthcare NHS 
Trust, for example, raking in £1.1m. 

Sandwell and West Birmingham Hospi¬ 
tals NHS Trust made £2.4m and Dudley 
Group NHS Trust profited to the tune of 
£471,000, although most of that revenue 
was taken by a private finance initiative 
firm. 

Add the £2.3m made by the Royal Wol¬ 
verhampton NHS Trust and you can see 
why the chief executive of the Patients’ 
Association Rachel Power claims the 
charges equate to being penalised for 
being ill. 

Spare a thought in particular for the he¬ 
roic, overworked and under-paid employ¬ 
ees within our crumbling NHS, who de¬ 
serve a bigger wage packet, yet find most 
of their already hard-earned cash spent 
on the privilege of going to work and po¬ 
tentially saving someone else’s life. 

Away from hospitals, it was reported 
that, to Walsall Council alone, more than 
£1,000 a day was being paid every day in 
parking penalties. 

One Liberal Democrat campaigner said 
drivers were being treated as cash cows. 
And, after an experience that happened 
to myself, I can only concur. 

You see, I was given a penalty charge 
notice half an hour before my time in a car 
park had elapsed. 

How can this be? It appears that our 
‘crime’ was to top-up the two hours we 
had already paid for, thus spending more 
than the allocated time in said car park. 

I have paid the fine - £25, but doubling 
to a barely affordable £50 if not settled 
within 14 days. But I have also exercised 
our right to appeal. 

It does beg the question of how many 
other unsuspecting motorists - simply in 
the wrong place at the wrong time - have 
been caught this way. On only our sec¬ 
ond visit to the town in question, we were 
oblivious to the regulations and not aware 
of any advisory signs, so hopefully com¬ 
mon sense will prevail. 

However, it is galling that there are peo¬ 
ple out there who knowingly disregard 
the law and even ignore any punishment 
that comes their way. 

Campaigners claim payments are 
just another way of making money from 
hard-working people, while authorities ar¬ 
gue that income generated from parking 
fines is ploughed back into our highways 
and making them safer. 

Judging by the number of potholes still 
on our roads - even after The Chronicle’s 
extensive campaign - one could argue 
otherwise. MARK SHIPP 


BETTA BUILDINGS 


SHEDS • GARAGES • GARDEN ROOMS • LOG CABINS 


The Dalbury 

Garden Room 



Free Laminate Flooring 
& External Paint 
Prices start from 

£2495 


Wooden 
Sheds 



A huge range instock 

from £274 


• Old Buildings Removed 


•Base Laying Service 
• Free Quotations 


Summer 

Houses 



A huge range in stock 

from £599 


Concrete 

Garages 



A huge range in stock 

from £1657 


• Made to Measure 

• Lined and Insulated Options • Huge Range 


Show site (open 7 days): Tildasley Street, 
West Bromwich B70 9SJ (Next to Staples) 


Visit our website: 

www.bettabuildings.co.uk 


Call us now: 

0121 553 4682 


BLINDS 

SANDWELL - www.blind-deals.co.uk 


BEST DEAL! 

3 child safe 
verticals 
one per household offer 


NO OBLIGATION HOME QUOTE 



ALL PRICES INCLUDE FREE 

MEASURE & FITTING 
HUGE CHOICE OF POPULAR 
FABRICS & GENEROUS SIZE 
RESTRICTIONS 


CALL 

FREE 



contact your local advisor 
to see our fabric range & 
other available deals 


0800 0214266 





Doors & Windows Ltd 
J^j|QJ902 842706 / 07759 536818 
y www .candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 
ALL AREAS COVERED 
[Ema il: enquiries@candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 


COMPOSITE DOORS 
AVAILABLE 



Unglazed/Glazed from £349.00 fully fitted. New improved 
10 point locking system fully reinforced. Many more designs available. 


CONSERVATORY 

3 MTR x 3 MTR 

From £4500 


Bi-Fold 
Doors 
From £999 


French 
Patio Doors 
From £649 
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Politicians don't live in the real world 


AS one of the richest countries in the 
world, I despair at the way our poli¬ 
ticians and religious leaders have al¬ 
lowed this once-magnificent country to 
be dragged into a never-ending quag¬ 
mire of debt and mistrust. 

Our politicians always put the in¬ 
terest of their parties first, with abso¬ 
lutely no consideration for the people 
who elected them. They are forced by 
the whips to vote with their party or 
face being de-selected by their local 
party officials. These are not the kind 
of leaders we require - spineless, 
gutless and motivated by greed. The 


House of Lords is filled with has-been 
politicians, church leaders and cronies 
of the establishment. They get paid 
£300 per day to sleep in a nice central¬ 
ly-heated establishment. These people 
have no concept what it means to live 
on the breadline. You will never see a 
politician living in poverty or queuing 
up in their local A&E waiting hours for 
treatment. 

What these people should be doing is 
ensuring that everyone in this country 
has unfettered access to healthcare, 
along with a roof over their heads. 
No parent should have to raise funds 


through charity events and appeals 
so that their child can get life-chang¬ 
ing treatment. No-one should have to 
stand by and watch a loved one lying 
on a trolley in an overworked A&E. 

Our MPs, lords and ladies along with 
the church hierarchy, should be made 
to tour our hospitals and slum dwell¬ 
ings, maybe then they would under¬ 
stand the frustration felt by people. We 
continue to spend £13bn in foreign aid, 
well it’s time our politicians got their 
priorities right. 

KEITH V JOYCE 
Wed nes bury 


Recalling 
a historic 
teacher 

ON reading the Sandwell 
Chronicle dated January 4, 
which my friend gave me, I 
came upon an article about 
Tony O’Connor, who was 
believed to be Britain’s first 
black headmaster, at Bear¬ 
wood Primary School in 
Smethwick. 

The article concerned an 
appeal to recognise 50 years 
since his historic appoint¬ 
ment in 1967, with a plaque. 

I was fortunate to have 
met him when I was 10 
years old. 

He came to St Matthews 
CofE School in Smethwick, 
to teach. 

I was lucky enough to 
have him for my teacher for 
12 months. 

He was the first coloured 
man I had seen. 

He was a very nice person, 
and a true gentleman, I was 
proud to have known him. 

I hope this information is 
helpful to you as I have not 
got a computer so I had had 
to put pen to paper. 

CHRISTINE GOULD 
(nee Hayfield) 

Smethwick 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


POST 


EMAIL 


Sandwell Chronicle, 

Chronicle Editorial, sandwell.chronicle@ 

51-53 Queen Street expressandstar.co.uk 

Wolverhampton, WV11ES 

Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 
number. The Editor reserves the right to condense letters. 


Code of Practice: 

Our policy is to correct er¬ 
rors as soon as we can. 

The Chronicles adhere 
to the Editors’ Code 
of Practice, which can story, write to The Editor, 
be seen at www.ipso. Chronicles, 51 -53 Queen 

co.uk. If you are unhap- Street, Wolverhampton, 
py with the accuracy of a WV1 1ES 



Supporting city care 
staff in strike vote 

I FULLY support the hundreds of home care workers 
across Birmingham whom not only have voted to strike 
but have started a public campaign against plans for 150 
redundancies as part of £4m cuts to council run social care. 

For too long Labour-run administrations have meekly 
adhered to their accountants with false priorities and out¬ 
sourcing rather than supporting essential front line staff; 
the real life blood of council services, not money. 

Talks have been taking place over six months. Not a very 
successful negotiation. There is something very wrong with 
council consultations either they are not engaging our pub¬ 
lic or not listening. Remember the recent bin strike? 

CLLR DOUG JAMES 
Walsall 


Stop the 
bickering 
over NHS 

WOULD it not be a good 
idea if the National Health 
Service was no longer a po¬ 
litical football? 

If all the major political 
parties could agree that a 
certain amount of money 
could be spent annually, 
say for the next 20-year pe¬ 
riod, and this budget was 
managed by a non-political 
‘board of directors’ - in¬ 
cluding clinicians from a 
variety of disciplines and 
specialities and chaired by 
a political appointee if you 
like - we could get away 
from the short-term politi¬ 
cal mud-slinging. 

The amount of the budget 
could be set at a percent¬ 
age of GDP which would be 
agreed by the politicians. 

The 20-year period could 
be reviewed and amended 
at, say, 10 years - but in 
both cases it would be pos¬ 
sible that both the Labour 
Party and the Conservatives 
could be ‘in power’ during 
this time, but the agreed 
budget would stand. 

ALAN DAVIS 

Darlaston 



DISCOUNT 

THIS 

WINTER 


FOR FITTING IN FEBRUARY 2018 


• Windows 

• Composite Doors 

• Porches 

• Patio Doors 

• Conservatories 

• Window & Door 
Repairs 

• Fascias/ 
Guttering 

• Building Work 

• Misted-up Units 


*«**u*a 


WAd 


Window Warehouse 
(Sandwell) Ltd 


&***¥&. 




Established over 20 years 

Tel: 01215442222 


KITCHENS AND BATHROOMS 


• T 


HURRY! FEBRUARY INSTALLATIONS STILL AVAILABLE 


5 PIECE SET VANITY UNIT, 
SINK, TOILET & SOFT CLOSE 
SEAT, TOILET UNIT 



TILES 

ON ALL FULLY 
INSTALLED 
KITCHENS & 
BATHROOMS * 


V 

FULL BATHROOM SUITE 
BASIN, BATH, 

TOILET & SOFT 

CLOSE SEAT 

■ 

£199.00 

J 

— 

1 



REPLACEMENT 
KITCHEN DOORS 

FROM £10.00* 


LESS ABLED 

BATH TO SHOWER 
CONVERSIONS 


interial 

KITCHENS & BATHROOMS | 


LARGE SELECTION 

OF COMFORT 
HEIGHT WC’S 


POTTERS LANE, WEDNESBURY, 
REAR OF MECCA BINGO, WS10 7LH 

Call now for your FREE SURVEY 

0121 505 1132 



www.interiadesigns.co.uk 


This Saturday.. oOn purchases over £20 


BIGGER MENSWEAR 


TROUSERS 
42 TO 66 WAIST 

THIS SATURDAY 
SELECTED STYLES 
£20 £25 

WARM CAR COATS 
2XL TO 6XL 
THIS SATURDAY 
SELECTED STYLES 
£30 £35 

PYJAMAS 
38 TO 60 CHEST 

THIS SATURDAY 
SELECTED STYLES 
£18 £22 

WARM WINCEYETTE 
AND POLY COTTON 
DRESSING GOWNS 
ALSO REDUCED 


FLANNELETTE SHEETS 


2 SHEETS & PILLOW CASES 

SINGLE BED 
THIS SATURDAY £12.79 


DOUBLE BED 
THIS SATURDAY £16.79 
KING SIZE 

THIS SATURDAY £17.59 


FOOTWEAR 


MEN’S AMBLER SHOES 
SIZES 7 TO 12 
THIS SATURDAY £19.99 

TRAINERS 
LEATHER UPPERS 

CHILDRENS 1 TO 6 

THIS SATURDAY £19.99 
ADULTS 7 TO 16 
THIS SATURDAY £23.99 


MODEL TRAINS 


763T0002 £34.99 

THIS SATURDAY £27.99 
GWR TOAD BRAKE 6 WHEEL 
& 4 WHEEL £14.95 
THIS SATURDAY £11.96 
76DG001 DEAN GOODS LOCO 
GWR £112.99 
THIS SATURDAY £73.44 
ADAMS RADIAL LOCOS 
Last Few 76AR005 £104.95 
THIS SATURDAY £68.21 


ALL OXFORD Dl CAST 
MODELS THIS SATURDAY 
TAKE 20% OFF MARKED 
PRICES 



AVAILABLE NOW LATEST 
2018 HORNBY, BACHMANN, 
GRAHAM FARISH & 
SCALEXTRIC 

Visit our Model Rail Website for new 


FIRST SHIPMENTS OF 
OXFORD RAIL COACHES 

Mk3a BR Intercity Swallow 
Coaches 763F0002 & 


www.aoakes.co.uk 


TRAIN SETS AND CURRENT 
00 LOCOS EXCLUDED 
FROM OFFER 



174/180 Vicarage Road, 

Nr Oldbury, B68 8JB 
Tel: 0121 552 1684 

CUSTOMER CAR PARK 
Open Monday to Saturday 9 am to 5.30 pm 
Wednesday 9.00 am to 12.30 pm 


I 
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Troubled school chiefs vow to 
overcome financial problems 



BOSSES at a troubled school have 
vowed to turn things around. 

Ace Academy in Tipton, which has more 
than 1,400 pupils, has been rated inade¬ 
quate by Ofsted for two years. 

And it was revealed last week how the school in 
Alexandra Road has also been ordered to improve 
management of its finances. But Kerry Kernan, 
interim headteacher 
at Ace Academy, said 
despite the criticism in 
the latest Ofsted report 
there was some praise 
and everyone was com¬ 
mitted to changing the 
school’s fortunes. 

A statement from the 
school said: “The gov¬ 
ernors, staff and spon¬ 
sors are all very much 
committed to working 
towards improving per¬ 
formance and raising standards at the academy. 
We are really pleased that Ofsted in its latest 
monitoring inspection has highlighted that we are 
taking effective action to improve. 

“The inspection also highlights a number of 
other positive areas of progress on safeguarding, 
pupil behaviour and progress, attitudes to learn¬ 
ing, teaching quality and communication with 
parents. 

“There is still plenty of work to do to move the 
academy forward but we are focused on imple¬ 
menting changes to ensure the academy provides 
good educational opportunities for all of its stu¬ 
dents.” 

The Alexandra Road school has been served 
with a ‘financial notice to improve’ by the trust 
that runs it due to concerns over its ‘large and 
growing deficit’. An Ofsted monitoring report said 
money had been taken out of the pupil premium 
to help pay staff. 


The failing Ace Acad¬ 
emy, in Tipton 


Oodles of fun with Brum landmarks on doodle map 



The map by David Gee, featuring the Ikon Gallery, New Street station, Selfridges and the BT Tower 


IT features Birmingham land¬ 
marks that hundreds walk past 
everyday - but this is not your 
everyday map. 

This unique piece of art 
has been created by Manches¬ 
ter-based artist David Gee, who 
has depicted the city in doodle 
form. 

The 27-year-old has been a 
freelance artist for three years, 
and the A2 size Birmingham 
map is the latest in a range of 
his drawings, including maps of 
Liverpool, Sheffield and Leeds. 

It features intricate drawings 
of the Bullring Bull, Selfridges, 
The Mailbox, New Street Sta¬ 
tion and references to Snobs, 
The Chinese Quarter and the 
02 Academy. It took two and 
half days to complete. 

David, from Chesterfield, said: 
“I’ve been doodling and drawing 
all my life, a few months be¬ 
fore I went freelance I had the 
idea of putting my doodles into 
map form and they have been 
way more popular than I ever 
thought they would be.” 

Directions are included to 
Cadbury World, Edgbaston 
Cricket Ground and University 
of Birmingham at the bottom of 
the map. 

And there’s even a reference 
to Small Heath crooks Peaky 
Blinders. 


Memorabilia 
from Albion 
just the ticket 

BAGGIES fans are in with a chance of 
winning signed memorabilia - by do¬ 
nating £5 to a hospital Trust’s charity. 

The haul of merchandise is signed 
by Albion players who visited 
Sandwell Hospital at Christmas to 
meet young patients. 

The stars, Ben Foster, Jonny 
Evans, Gareth Barry, James Mclean, 
and Grzegorz Krychowiak, came 
armed with presents for the children, 
but also a handful of memorabilia 
donated to Your Trust Charity, run 
by Sandwell and West Birmingham 
Hospitals NHS Trust. It includes a 
football, two calendars, 2018 annual, 
as well as a pennant and T-shirts. 

Amanda Winwood, membership 
academy & fundraising manager for 
Your Trust Charity, said: “This is a 
fantastic opportunity for a real Bag¬ 
gies fan to own signed memorabilia. 

“It is also a great way to make a dif¬ 
ference to the children’s department 
at Sandwell and City Hospitals, where 
all the money raised from the raffle 
will help to purchase vital equipment. 

“The items would make excellent 
keepsakes. They will also be safe in 
the knowledge that they are doing 
something good for the patients.” 

To enter, go to https://www.just- 
giving. com/campaigns/charity/swbh/ 
wba-fc-signedmerchandise-raffle?so- 
cial_utm_term=6w00v4110. 

Scottish band set 
for Action in city 

SCOTTISH band Catholic Action 
have announced a headline UK tour 
including a date in Birmingham. 

They perform in the Sunflower 
Lounge on February 22 material from 
debut album In Memory Of, which 
came out in October. 

Tickets are £7 at http://thesunflow- 
erlounge.com/ 



Order a conservatory or full 
house of windows and you 
will get a full valeting service 
on your guttering or windows 
or conservatory totally FREE. 


T Valeting Services now 
available to restore all 
your uPVC products. 
Guttering and Driveways 
valeting available. 


Replace the existing roof on 
your conservatory and create a 
comfortable environment and a 
room you can use all year round 


Every window and conservatory is custom made to the most rigorous quality standards you will find in the 
industry. No other company in the area has more experience and know how than Rydale, and that’s why we 
have been in business for more than 30 years. 


No deposits or stage payments, 
you only pay when the installation 
has been completed 


Visit one of the largest 
conservatory and window 
shrowrooms in the UK 


Supplied & Fitted... 
across the Midlands 


Repair Service 
Available 


MASSIVE DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE ON FEBRUARY INSTALLATIONS 


BKPp enjWeekdays : L 9am\to]5.30 pmW 
[Sat urday :~9arhYoj4 pm'S una ay[C I os ed 


^www.rydalewindbws!co:uk 
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Wards commit more 
mixed-sex breaches 


Onwards for panto cast 


Beverley Knight entertains 10-month-old Jacob Heason 


PANTO stars, including singer 
Black Country singer Beverley 
Knight, inspired youngsters and 
hospital staff alike as she scattered 
magic across the wards. 

Stars of the Hippodrome’s 
panto Cinderella, including former 
Hear’Say singer Suzanne Shaw, 
dropped in on Birmingham Chil¬ 
dren’s Hospital to spread cheer 
among young patients.The group 


also took time out from chatting to 
the children at the hospital to pose 
for photos with staff. 

Soul singer Beverley, from Wol¬ 
verhampton, starred as The Fairy 
Godmother in her first pantomime 
role, while Suzanne played the title 
character. The pantomime ended its 
run last weekend. 

The hospital said: “We had some 
very excited children.” 


HOSPITALS in the Black Country 
breached mixed-sex accommo¬ 
dation rules on 133 occasions in 
three months - up a third from 
the same period the year before. 

The figures for the last three months 
of last year are up from 80 over the 
same period in 2016. 

Commonly, the rules are breached by 
members of the opposite sex sleeping in 
shared ward accommodation. 

However, two hospital trusts say the 
breaches were caused by patients overstay¬ 
ing in shared-sex intensive care and high 
dependency units, where a four-hour target 
applies to move patients to wards once they 
become stable. 

The figures released by the NHS claim to 
show the ‘total occurrences of unjustified 
mixing in relation to sleeping accommoda¬ 
tion’. 

Safely 

Sandwell General Hospital, managed 
by Sandwell and West Birmingham NHS 
Trust, was the worst offender with 95 
breaches, although there were none in the 
month of December. 

It was followed by Manor Hospital in 
Walsall, managed by Walsall Healthcare 
NHS Group, with 22 breaches and Russells 
Hall Hospital in Dudley, managed by the 
Dudley Group NHS, which had 14 breaches. 

Rachel Barlow, chief operating officer 
at Sandwell and West Birmingham NHS 
Trust, said: “We are treating all patients 
safely on our assessment units where they 
are initially monitored, and have agreed 
nationally to allow us to accommodate men 
and women in those areas.” 

“This ensures the safe transition of pa¬ 
tients with urgent clinical needs from our 
emergency department into our assessment 
area. We continue to monitor and report 
any mixed sex accommodation breaches on 
our main inpatient wards.” 


We are 
your friendly, 
local dental 
professionals. 


We can help you 
solve your dental 
problems, painlessly. 

We are only a phone call away: 

0121 588 4541 


STELLA MARIS DENTAL 


84 Walsall Road, Stone Cross, West Bromwich B71 3HN 

www.confidence2smile.co.uk 




& m only ' 


Win 

a KitchenAid 
mixer worth 

£500 

No Purchase necessary 


Affordable 

choice. 

Naturally. 

A large selection of - 
kitchen worktops 

All cabinets are supplied - 
fully assembled as standard 

Solid oak cabinets and - 
kitchen doors in a 
finish of your choice 

Range of accessories available - 
including floating shelves 
chopping boards and more 

I 

Exceptional in-house - 
two-man delivery service 

Receive your kitchen - 
within ten working days 

SHOWROOMS NATIONWIDE 


» Gloucester • Glasgow 

► Harlow • Redhill 

► Birmingham • Camden 


► Chesterfield 

> Warrington 


♦Enter in-store only. Terms and conditions apply see in-store for full details. 


0 \ SOLID WOOD 

| KITCHEN CABINETS 0 

For enquiries call 

0345 22 22 990 

www.solidwoodkitchencabinets.co.uk 


ADVERTORIAL 


Has Your Double 
Glazing Steamed Up? 


Established for over a decade 
Cloudy2Clear windows have 
become a leading company 
for glass replacement. Issues 
with double glazing can 
often be gradual and may 
only be noticed during a 
clear sunny day or during 
the winter. A failed glass unit 
may no longer provide you 
with the protection you need 
or be energy efficient. Why 
not spend a few minutes 
checking your home to see if 
you have any failed double 
glazing? If you act now you 
can avoid these problems. 

Now, you may think you 
need to replace the whole 


window including the frames 
and all the hardware, however 
Cloudy2Clear have come up 
with a simple and cost saving 
solution... Just replace the 
glass!! 

If you see condensation 
in your windows just visit 
our website or give us a 
call on 0800 61 21118. We 
will send out our highly 
experienced engineers for a 
free no obligation quote. A 
Cloudy2Clear quote takes 
on average no longer than 
20 minutes. Once the quote is 
completed, we will sit down with 
you and explain the problem 
and tell you how we can fix 


it. With years of experience 
Cloudy2Clear have a wealth of 
knowledge and are recognised 
as a Which Trusted Trader, 
plus our work is backed by 
an industry leading 25 year 
guarantee. Cloudy2Clear also 
replace faulty locks handles 
and hinges on all windows and 
doors. 

Your friendly local 
Cloudy2Clear specialist 
is James Stanley and 
he services Walsall and 
surrounding areas. 

So, if your windows are 
steamed up, broken or damaged 
give James a call for a free 
quotation on 0800 61 21118. 


Cloudy2Clear 
GUARANTEE All 
Customers That An 
Average Quote Will 


Take No Longer Than 



Cloudy2Clear Windows... 
Service With A Smile! 


All Glazing Backed By Our 

25 YEAR 

GUARANTEE 


Cloudy2Clear Are A... 

Which? 
Which?') Trusted 
Trader 


Priority Freephone 

0800 6121118 

www.cloudy2clear.com 


Broken Or Damaged Windows? Faulty Locks, Handles, Hinges? f ^0 


E 2 
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Make your home warmer, quieter and safer 



Carera Windows has fitted more than half a million quality windows and doors Carera prides itself on offering honest and professional expert advice 


Market leading Stourbridge double glazing 
business Carera Windows has fitted more 
than half a million quality windows and doors 
over the past 28 years. 

The company based in Junction Road, 
Audnam, started out 28 years ago to serve 
the Stourbridge area but as it has grown 
it has moved on to serve neighbouring 
areas including Halesowen, Kidderminster, 
Bromsgrove and Worcester. 

The business moved to its present base 20 
years ago. Carera offer a full range of windows 
and doors and also install a full range of 
conservatories, orangeries and living spaces. 

Happy 

The company prides itself on having a depth 
of knowledge in all aspects of the products it 
offers and industry regulations. The company 
is fully conversant with all current regulations 
within the industry. A key aim is to provide 
a level of customer service that is second 
to none. More than 70 per cent of all Carera 
Windows’ home sales come via personal 
recommendation from happy clients, which 
number many thousands. It takes pride 
in completing every project to the highest 
standard. 

From the start, Carera is committed to offering 
only top-quality products, expert installations 
and unbeatable personal service to both private 
and commercial customers. Its experienced 
team is committed to working closely with local 
authorities, education authorities, landlords, 
architects and contractors on its commercial 
work. Carera Windows is keen to get involved in 
any kind of commercial project from industrial 
units to office conversions, new build to 
refurbishments and renovations. 

The company’s showroom at its base is open 


Monday to Friday, 9am to 5pm and Saturday, 
10am to 4pm. It offers a wide range of products 
in various sizes and colours, manufactured 
using PVCu, aluminium, GRP and hardwood. 
Carera also installs entrance doors, sliding 
patio doors, french double doors and porches. 


Carera Windows was started by owner and 
managing director Mark Crumpton in 1989, 
originally from home as a small enterprising 
double glazing company supplying the local 
area. Its housing association glazing contracts 
and commercial premises work now also takes 


the business across the country. Carera prides 
itself on offering honest and professional expert 
advice, installing 100 per cent high quality 
products, sensible prices and outstanding 
customer service. 

It has become a market leader in its area and 


aims to provide a friendly service without hard 
sell. 

Carera can supply and fit from a single 
window to complex orangeries and no job is to 
small or to large for it. The company controls 
every aspect of its projects. 



If your gettin* 

3 Quote .c _ 


5 Quotes make 
sure Carera is 
one of them!!a 
Call us TODAY r 
4-384 442490 


flbpTQiialitv/A^ Rated 


* * 


mm 


Proud to have worked with 


Products At Great Prices 
ffiockir§ ^sterns 
RSgn&owJ&jDoo r Systgns 

nont.Sn (Tnmnlotinn I ^ 


1*1 




SSwismWindow & Door Sy; 

■■■■Uk *ii. J. 

■Payment On Completion 
O Full 10 Year Guarantee 
O No Deposit Required 




i 


Make the right choice for your new windows, conservatories, orangeries and porches. 

Carera do not use high pressure salesmen, it has had the same owner since it 
opened in 1989. Call them now for your FREE no obligation quotations. Our 
visit takes approximately 20-30 minutes Visit our large beautiful showroom with 

all products on display for a warm welcome 


WINDOWS ■ DOORS ■ PORCHES ■ ORANGERIES ■ CONSERVATORIES 



24, Junction Rd, Audnam, Stourbridge DY8 4YJ 

Telephone: 01384 442 490 














































500 teenagers pick up 
fair advice on careers 



Visitors to the Connexions event over at Sandwell College’s Central Sixth 

Fine threat to landlords 


MORE than 500 teenagers 
attended an event offering 
work and careers advice. 

The annual Sandwell Connex¬ 
ions’ New Year, New Start event 
was held at Central Sixth in West 
Bromwich. 

Crowds of young people went along 
to talk to nearly 50 local and national 
employers, colleges, apprentices and 
training providers, all keen to recruit 
and educate the next generation of 
young people. 

It was aimed at inspiring and mo¬ 
tivating young people aged 14-19 by 
promoting the range of career oppor¬ 
tunities available to them 

High profile exhibitors included Bar¬ 
clays, Ernst & Young, Tulip and the 
Navy. Sandwell Connexions careers 
advisers gave independent careers in¬ 
formation, advice and guidance to help 
set young people on their career path. 

Keen 

Sandwell Council’s cabinet mem¬ 
ber for children’s services Councillor 
Simon Hackett said: “It was great to 
see so many keen young people at this 
event. It’s aimed at giving young peo¬ 
ple an idea of what’s out there and it’s 
a chance for them to actually talk to 
people about their future.” 

Student Lyndsey Chance, who at¬ 
tended the fair, said it was very impor¬ 
tant that events like this are open for 
students. 

“I found the day very helpful and 
have received lots of helpful informa¬ 
tion as to where to start,” she said. 

John Wood, Deputy Lieutenant of 
the West Midlands who spoke at the 
event, said: “I thought it was well or¬ 
ganised, worthwhile and enjoyable.” 

For news on other careers events, 
go to www.connexionssandwell.co.uk 
or call 0121 569 2955. 


ROGUE landlords who provide un¬ 
safe homes in Sandwell could be hit 
with £30,000 fines under new powers. 

Sandwell Council has warned it will 
take action against any landlord who 
fails to provide suitable accommoda¬ 
tion across the borough. 

Councillors, too, have warned they 
will take action to provide healthier 
and safer accommodation. 

Councillor Kerrie Carmichael, cab¬ 
inet member for housing, said she 
welcomed the new powers under the 


Housing and Planning Act 2016. She 
said: “While the council recognises 
that the vast majority of our private 
landlords provide a good standard of 
accommodation, we also recognise the 
issue of rogue landlords. 

“By introducing civil penalties we 
want to give out the message that the 
council will protect residents from an¬ 
yone looking to make a quick profit 
from renting a property without ful¬ 
filling their responsibilities as a land¬ 
lord.” 



WE WANT YOUR 


WE BUY 
BACK ALL 
CURRENCIES 


BEST RATES ON 
EUROS AND DOLLARS, 


Value for Money at 


WANTED 


BEST PRICES PAID ON GOLD, 
SILVER, COINS, PLATINUM, 
PALLADIUM AND WATCHES 

See our website for up to date prices I 


V 


Wednesbury (M6 J9) 

15 Market Place, Wednesbury WS10 7AY 
Tel: 0121 556 6868 
Find us on Facebook at BowjanglesJewellery 
www.jewellersmidlands.co.uk 
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REPLACING YOUR WINDOWS & DOORS 
WILL NOT COST THE EARTH.. 

Direct manufacturers of quality 
UPVC Windows, Doors & Patios 


5 WINDOWS FOR £775 

FULLY GLAZED 

□ □ p 3 


Representative APR 177.7% 


2ft x 5ft 3ft x 5ft 
£98 £121 


4ft x 5ft 
£141 


4ft x 5ft 3ft x 6ft 

£174 £141 



Choice ^ 
of any 10 
different 
style doors 
from only 
£250 



LDVANCE WINDOW 

systems Ltd 


Tel/Fax: 0121 565 0033 / 07752 921 699 A Bated Windows 

Unit 12A Pope Street, Smethwick B66 2JP 


Halesowen Fireplaces 

AT THE HEART OF YOUR HOME 


Complete Fireplace Packages from £499 

(including fire) 



For a range of Gas and Electric Fires and Surrounds 
visit our showroom (opposite Tyre City on Long Lane) 


^ Telephone 0121 559 9985 [ E facebook. [ 


Unit 14, Long Lane Trading Estate, 
Long Lane, Halesowen B62 9LD 
www.halesowenfireplaces.co.uk 



HomeSmile 


HomeSmile is one weekly payment, 
one local agent and one home to 
make you smile 

At HomeSmile 
you will enjoy top 
quality brands 
at affordable 
weekly payments, 
collected directly 
from your door 




There are no 
late payment 
fees or 

administration 
costs 


V 




Representative example: £330 hire purchase loan repayable over 52 weeks; 52 weekly payments at 
£10.23. Rate of interest 61.37% pa; fixed representative APR 177.7%. Total amount payable £531.96. 


Top High 
Street Brands 

Flexible Loan 
Terms 

No payment 
or smart 
meters 


0121 522 4687 1 www.Home tmile.co.uk 
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The Grand National 

& Liverpool 

Departing Saturday 14 Apr 

from Brownhills, Cannock, Walsall 
& Wolverhampton 

Price Includes... 

✓ Return coach travel 

✓ 1 night DBB at a selected hotel, North West area 

l/ Steeplechase Enclosure ticket at Aintree on 
Grand National Day 

✓ En-route visit to Liverpool 


Chelsea Flower Show 

Departing Friday 25 May 

from Brownhills, Cannock, Walsall 
& Wolverhampton 

Price Includes... 

✓ Return coach travel 

✓ 1 night DBB at a selected hotel, outer London 
l area 

✓ Admission to the Chelsea Flower Show on 
• Saturday, with coach transfer 


2 Days 

by Coach 


only 

£ 150 


2 Days 

by Coach 


only 

£ 200 


For more information ^ 1 T 1 

or to book, please call: w O O w w lOv w O I 

or visit online at: omegabreaks.com/RT 


Quote OMRT 


if #ABTA 


033 numbers are free within inclusive 

minutes packages otherwise standard rates apply. 


Watchdog's top rating 
for care boosts Tammy 


NHS HEROES 


ONCE again we focus some of 
our time on the quiet heroes of 
the NHS, from a wide variety of 
backgrounds doing a wide varie¬ 
ty of jobs. 

Sandwell and West Birming¬ 
ham Hospitals NHS Trust is one 
of the Black Country’s largest 
NHS organisations. 

It employs 7,500 people, many 
of whom live locally. 

This week we highlight: 
TAMMY DAVIES 
Group Director of Nursing for 
Primary Care, Community 
and Therapies 



THE end-of-life service at a 
West Midlands Hospital Trust 
has been recognised as “out¬ 
standing” by a leading health 
watchdog for its care. 

And Tammy Davies, Group Di¬ 
rector of Nursing for Primary 
Care, Community and Therapies, 
has been the driving force behind 
the service which cares for pallia¬ 
tive patients. 

She names the launch as one of the 
most memorable moments throughout 
her career at Sandwell and West Bir¬ 
mingham Hospitals NHS Trust and 
also one of the most challenging. 

“It’s a specialist service that gives 
our patients the best possible end-of- 
life care and allows them to choose 
where they would like to spend their 
final days. 

“I’m very proud of what myself and 
the team have achieved with end-of- 
life care. 

Develop 

“Since our service was established in 
2016, we’ve been awarded a contract 
to act as lead provider in a partnership 
model bringing together third sector 
organisations and NHS services. 

“We were especially pleased when 
we received an ‘outstanding’ rating 
from the Care Quality Commission.” 

It’s no surprise that ‘doing the best 
she can’, is Tammy’s main driving 
force when it comes to work. 

“I love the ability to develop services 
and improve quality of care and the 
patient’s experience. 

“I also enjoy supporting junior col¬ 
leagues in developing their skills and 
careers. 

“I want to develop services that I 
would be happy for any of my own rel¬ 


atives to experience and to be a visible 
and supportive role model.” 

Since Tammy, aged 38, arrived at 
the Trust in 2015, she has certainly 
made her mark and as a result of her 
hard work, was promoted into her cur¬ 
rent role. 

The mum-to-be explained: “I was 
asked to take on the role of interim 
group director of nursing for primary 
care community and therapies, and in 
December I was appointed to the posi¬ 
tion on a permanent contract. 

“This is a hugely exciting role where 
in addition to palliative care, I am 
now responsible for the leadership of 
district nurses, six community wards 
and a range of specialist nurses such 
as heart failure, respiratory, diabetes, 
dermatology, rheumatology and neu¬ 
rology. 

“I also lead community matrons and 


advanced nurse practitioners. I am re¬ 
sponsible for improving patient qual¬ 
ity, safety and experience, which is a 
challenge I relish.” 

When she’s not at work Tammy en¬ 
joys running and cooking. 

She laughed: “Running is on hold at 
the moment as I’m expecting my first 
child with my partner Adrian, but I 
can still cook up a storm.” 

And it’s home where she goes to 
escape the hustle and bustle of daily 
hospital life. 

“I love relaxing with my partner at 
home. 

“We have also enjoyed some great 
holidays too.” 

Tammy’s very own hero is colleague 
Fiona Shorney. 

“She is calm, competent and I have 
learned so much from her.” 



Predictably 

reassuring 




Offroad Wheelchair Level Find us on 
Parking Friendly Access FACEBOOK 


Qenture 

•Clinic 


Visit our websites 
for more information: 


LaI 


North Street i 
Dental and ‘ 
Implant Clinic 


¥ 


Are you fed up with multiple failing teeth? 
Suffer from denture stability problems? 
We may be able to offer a solution at our.. 


info 


Saturday 
3rd & 17th 
February 


Join us on one of the days with no cost or obligation and 
see how our creative, cutting edge dentistry such as implant 
supported dentures and the “teeth in a day” procedure, have 
changed the lives of many patients with multiple failing teeth, 
like the satisfied clients below. 

Meet our talented and friendly team, tour the practice and 
discover how we could change your life in 2018 . 


(Attendance by FREE reservation only. Limited places available) 


North St. Dental Clinic, 5 North Street, Dudley, West Midlands, DY2 7DT 

Denture Clinic also available at: Richmond House, 112 Richmond Road, Wolverhampton, WV3 9JJ 


www.denture-clinic.co.uk 


www.northstreetdentalclinic.co.uk 


To book an appointment or 
reserve an event place call: 


0800 0285185 



























Aquatic centre to 
replace old pools 



Langley Swimming Centre is earmarked for clos¬ 
ure, with Thimblemill, at the end of the 2022 Games 


A NEW £60 million aquatics centre will mean two ageing 
swimming baths being replaced, says Sandwell Council’s 
leader. The state-of-the-art facility to be built on playing 
fields in Smethwick will be used for swimming and diving 
events at the 2022 Commonwealth Games and will then 
become a leisure centre for the area. 

If the proposals go ahead it means both Thimblemill and 
Langley Baths will close after the Games. 

Sandwell Council leader Steve Eling said consultations 
had revealed a desire for newer facilities in the south of 
the borough. He said: “The new state-of-the-art aquatics 
centre will ultimately replace our ageing and uneconomical 
swimming centres in the area - Thimblemill and Langley. 
However, these will remain open until services transfer to 
the new centre.” 

A report by the council’s select committee was set to go 
before the cabinet yesterday (Wednesday). 


Victims of 
Holocaust 
recalled at 
ceremony 


GENOCIDE victims killed in wars across the 
globe were commemorated during a special 
remembrance service held to mark Holo¬ 
caust Memorial Day in West Bromwich. 

Wreaths of daffodils were laid in memory of the 
millions of victims whose lives were taken by the 
Nazis, as well those killed during other conflicts. 


Representatives of The 
Royal British Legion and 
the Royal Air Force As¬ 
sociation joined with the 
Federation of Birmingham 
Ex Service Associations for 
Sunday’s event at High- 
fields Memorial Gardens, 
off High Street. The Last 
Post sounded as people fell 
silent for a minute before all 
united to make a Statement 
of Commitment - pledging 
to honour genocide victims. 

Mayor of Sandwell Coun¬ 
cillor Ahmadul Haque MBE 
said: “We need to make sure 
people now and in the future 
remember the Holocaust 
and more recent atrocities.” 

Mindu Hornick, a survi¬ 
vor of the Auschwitz con¬ 
centration camp, bravely 
shared her ordeal. She told 
the crowd how she was sent 
to the Nazi extermination 


ByflnnabalBagdi 

site in Poland with her 
mother, older sister and two 
younger brothers. 

Only she and her sister 
survived as they were sent 
to work in a munitions fac¬ 
tory. The 88-year-old - who 
is the last survivor of Nazi 
concentration camps living 
in Birmingham and came to 
the UK in 1948 said: “With¬ 
out ever forgetting my past, 
I managed to rebuild a new 
life in Birmingham. 

“I feel it is my duty to ex¬ 
press in my own words what 
we suffered there and to 
convey the message that it is 
wrong to stand by when oth¬ 
ers are being persecuted.” 

The theme of this year’s 
Holocaust Memorial Day 
- which was on Saturday - 
was The Power of Words. 



First month free - fall in love with a new you! 


I 


I If - 


www.placesforpeopleleisure.org 

^f__ places.*/^ 

West Bromwich Leisure Centre 

^people 

0121 580 6430 



Quote code FEB2018 


Terms and conditions apply. 
Offer available 1st to 21st February 2018. 
Joining fee applies. Normal monthly fees 
payable from second month. 


Whatever place youVe into 



r on returned goods 


UPTO 


WAREHOUSE 

CLEARANCE 


a® 


70 % 

OFF 

HURRY LIMITED STOCK ON OAK 
PINE & PAINTED FURNITURE 


'oft'#* 

No »o%\. 


NEW STOCK ARRIVING DAILY! 


Unit 4 Wednesbury Trading Estate WS10 7JN I Opening times: Mon - Fri: 9am - 8pm I Sat: 9am - 6pm I Sun: 10am - 4pm 


Delivery: £10 local, outside 5 miles is £20 & £45 outside 40 miles 
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ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


Offering the very latest 


Commercial feature 

UBHI’s Kitchens in Oldbury is celebrating 40 years 
in business, which is an amazing feat in this day 
and age. 

The family-run concern puts its success down to 
commitment, listening to customer’s needs and finding a 
solution to fit their budgets. 

With kitchens made to order, a one-off or even a hinge, 
everyone and everything is catered for, you can also buy 
your appliances, worktops, etc separately. 

For example a Hotpoint oven was £275, is now only £135; 
an integrated Hotpoint dishwasher was £495 now £250; or 
an Indesit double oven was £395, now an incredible £199. 

It is easy to see why UBHI’s Kitchens is a popular choice 
for the people of the West Midlands. 

Amazing 

The 40 per cent off, to mark their amazing achievement 
of 40 years is only for a limited time, so as this is the time of 
year when people think about holidays, getting the house 
done etc, you would be mad not to pop along or at least 
enquire about a quote. Visit the website: www.ubhikitchens. 
co.uk 

Or ring 0121 557 7222, where the helpful staff will be more 
than happy to help with your enquiries or just even point you 
in the right direction. 

The good news is that UBHI’s Kitchens is also open to 
trade as well as the general public. 

Any enquiries please phone or email ubhis@outlook.com 

for further assistance. A stylish, almost futuristic kitchen, on display at Ubhi’s Kitchens Everything at your fingertips in this dream kitchen at the firm’s Oldbury base 



designs at UBHI s Kitchens 












ubhi’s 


KITCHENS & FURNITURE 



NOW ON 


( 40THYEAR y 
ANNIVERSARY, 

^ 40% OFF > 


Hotpoint 90cm Range Cooker 

Was £1195 


Now Only £499 

only 1 left in stock 



Hotpoint Double Oven In White 

Was £395 Now Only £199 

and Lots of other great appliance offers 
inc. Kitchen Sinks from £45 
Clearence Worktops From £20 

All Offers While Stocks Last, So Hurry and Dont Miss Our 



& 

£ 



H i i 

Indesit 60cm Single Oven 
8 Function 

Was £299 

Now Only £149 

only 5 left in stock 


> 5 ^ 


www.ubhikitchens.co.uk email:ubhis@outlook.com 

Britannia Street, Tividale Oldbury, West Midlands B69 2PG. 

Tel: 0121 557 7222 






























































Injunction puts brakes on car cruisers 





CCTV footage captured car cruising in a car park Ground-breaking - The car cruising ban has been extended in the Black Country 


Commercial feature 

AGROUND-BREAKING injunction banning 
car cruising in the Black Country has been 
extended for a further three years. 

The injunction bans people from taking part in 
a car cruise anywhere within Wolverhampton, 
Dudley, Sandwell and Walsall, or from 
promoting, organising or publicising any such 
event in the four areas. 

It has had a major impact since being 
introduced in 2015, leading to a significant 
reduction in car cruising in many parts of 
the Black Country, with the problem being 
eliminated entirely in some areas. 

Some 17 people have also been convicted of 
breaching the injunction, either by participating 
in or organising a car cruise, and have received 
suspended prison sentences, been fined up to 
£1,000 and ordered to pay court costs. 

Menace 

However, there are still car cruising hotspots 
in the region with a number of fatalities linked 
to car cruising in recent years, and so the 
four Black Country boroughs, led by the 
City of Wolverhampton Council and West 
Midlands Police, were successful in seeking a 
continuation of the injunction until February 1, 
2021 at the Birmingham District Registry of the 
High Court on January 9, 2018. 

Councillor Paul Sweet, the City of 
Wolverhampton Council’s Cabinet Member for 
Public Health and Wellbeing, said: “Car cruising 
is noisy, dangerous and illegal, causing 
damage to property and posing a risk of injury 
or worse to participants and the general public 
alike. It also takes up a lot of valuable time for 
our hard-pressed emergency services. 

“Since its introduction in 2015, the injunction 
has helped to dramatically reduce the menace 
of car cruising across the Black Country, 
eliminating it altogether in certain areas. 

“However, the problem has not been entirely 


eradicated; car cruises are still being held in our 
region, sometimes with fatal consequences.” 

Councillor Milkinder Jaspal, Cabinet 
Member for Governance, said: “The City of 
Wolverhampton Council’s legal team was 
instrumental in securing this injunction, 
enabling the police and the four Black Country 
councils to continue to crack down on car 
cruising and to bring perpetrators to book. 

“It should be stressed that we are not seeking 
to prevent legitimate car enthusiasts from 
enjoying their hobby. What we want to do is to 
continue to prevent the menace of car cruising, 
which for so long made life a misery for people 
across the Black Country.” 

PC Stuart Hemming, from West Midlands 
Police, said: “We will continue to work with 
councils in the Black Country to eradicate this 
anti-social and dangerous behaviour and make 
our boroughs safer places.” 

Incidents of car cruising should be reported to 
West Midlands Police on 101. In an emergency, 


always dial 999. For more information, visit 
http://bit.ly/carcruisingban 

The Injunction 

Under the terms of the injunction: 

1) It is forbidden for anyone to participate 
in “car cruising” (as defined in the Schedule 
below) anywhere within the Claimants’ 
combined geographical area known locally as 
the Black Country Area. 

2) It is also forbidden for anyone to promote, 
organise, or publicise via e-mail, the internet or 
any publication or broadcast, any “car cruising” 
within the defined geographical area. 

3) A power of arrest pursuant to section 27 
Police and Criminal Justice Act 2006 shall 
apply to clause 1 above. 

4) The order and power of arrest shall 
continue in force for a further three years 
following the commencement of this order or 
until it is varied or discharged by the court. 

This extension of the duration of the order 


shall come into effect at midnight on February 
2, 2018 (when the order as originally granted 
ceases to be in force) provided that the 
Claimants have completed certain steps. It 
shall, subject to further order, expire at midnight 
on February 1, 2021. 

5) Personal service of this injunction is 
dispensed with pursuant to rule 81.8 of the Civil 
Procedure Rules. 

Schedule 

1) The injunction defines car cruising as two 
or more motor vehicles (including motorbikes) 
between the hours of 3pm and 7am being on a 
highway or in a publicly accessible place within 
the Black Country area at which any such 
vehicle or occupant of a vehicle performs any of 
the prohibited activities listed in clause 3 below 
which causes, or is capable of causing, any of 
the prohibited consequences set out in clause 
4 below. 

2) Participating in car cruising means being 


the driver of, or being carried in (or on), a motor 
vehicle (including motorbikes) in circumstances 
in which clause 1 (above) applies. 

3) The prohibited activities referred to in 
clause 1 above are: speeding; driving in 
convoy; racing; performing stunts; sounding 
horns or playing music as to cause a nuisance; 
using foul or abusive language; using 
threatening, intimidating behaviour towards 
another person; and causing obstruction on a 
public highway, whether moving or stationary. 

4) The prohibited consequences referred 
to in clause 1 above are: excessive noise; 
danger or risk of injury to road users, including 
pedestrians; damage or significant risk of 
damage to property; risk of harm; nuisance; 
and annoyance. 

The copy of the full injunction and map 
showing the Black Country area is available 
at http://bit.ly/carcruisingban and council and 
police offices. 




■ 

Sandwell 

Metropolitan Borough Council 



Dudley 


CITY of 

«v Walsall Council Wolverhampton 

COUNCIL 
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^Police swoop 
on cannabis 
worth £700k 

A CANNABIS factory worth £700,000 
was uncovered by police leading to 
the arrests of two men. 

Police raided a factory in Dudley 
Port after executing a warrant last 
Friday. 

Pictures from the scene showed 
dozens of cannabis plants lined up in 
rows inside the factory. 

Specialist lighting equipment was 
used as part of the growing operation. 

Cannabis buds were also pictured 
hanging from the ceiling. 

Police said two men from arrested 
from inside the premises of the fac¬ 
tory unit. 

Tipton Police tweeted: “Team 
executed a warrant at a factory on 
Dudley Port today, around £700k of 
cannabis recovered. 2 males arrested 
from within the property.” 

West Midlands Police has a dedi¬ 
cated team to tackling cannabis. 

The West Midlands Police Cannabis 
Disposal Team was set up to reduce 
the impact of drugs in communities. 
To report crime to police, call 101. 

Council hopes to 
boost free swims 

SANDWELL Council is looking to 
extend its popular free swimming 
scheme for young people and those 
aged 60-plus. 

Cabinet member Councillor Paul 
Moore said he was confident the coun¬ 
cil would be able to extend the scheme 
for a further two years and would look 
to make a firm announcement in the 
coming weeks. 

Young people aged 16 and under in 
Sandwell can currently swim for free 
at any public swimming session at 
Sandwell leisure centres in the school 
holidays. Older people - aged 60-plus 
- can also swim for free up to 1pm 
daily all year round. 


Busted! Ross hopes to 
drum up solo support 



Black Country musician Ross Harris, who hopes to find success as a solo artist 


THIS is my desire,” says 
musician Ross Harris ahead 
of his latest single release, 
“I’ve just put it off until this 
last year.” 

And he could afford the luxury 
of not worrying about his own 
material too. 

The man from West Bromwich has 
been working his way up the chain, 
and has made some pretty impressive 
friends along the way. 

The 26-year-old former Stuart Ba¬ 
thurst School and Walsall College 
pupil is a drummer by trade, split¬ 
ting his time between the Midlands 
and London. He’s in demand from 
some of the biggest names in British 
music. 

“I am the drummer with Busted,” 
he says, “and I have also worked 
with Union J and was the drummer 
for Ella Henderson too. They are all 
good to work with and helped me get 
into the music industry. 

Friends 

“Busted in particular helped me 
with PR now I am branching out by 
myself. They helped me get my songs 
out there.” 

The Busted boys - James Bourne, 
Matt Willis and Charlie Simpson 
- have become friends as much as 
employers. And now he is starting to 
release his own material they are use¬ 
ful ears to bend in the search of tips. 
But doing so led to an awkward mo¬ 
ment on the tour bus. Ross nudged 
them into helping him promote his 
debut single Compound Fracture 
back in October, with Matt taking to 
Twitter to say: “It’s WICKED!!! Go 
check it out! And follow him!” Char¬ 
lie added: “It’s awesome!!” 


But with them all now staring at his 
online profile, they realised one thing. 
“It was pretty funny. They realised 
that they all followed me - but I didn’t 
follow them. They were all shouting at 
me in disbelief. So I can officially say 
that Busted followed me on Twitter 
before I followed any of them. I think 
that’s quite cool!” 

The single release ‘did quite well’ for 
Ross, achieving some welcome plays on 
Spotify while being praised on Face- 
book. It also received some positive 


feedback from Busted fans on all so¬ 
cial platforms after the band members 
tweeted about it. 

“A lot of them latched on via Twit¬ 
ter or Instagram. It’s quite weird that 
fans of other artists would like me but 
I guess that’s how it grows.” 

But the biggest surprise came from 
the traditional mainstream media. 
“Also, my acoustic video for the single 
was picked up and premiered by GQ 
magazine. That was pretty nice and 
made me feel proud.” 


On switching to his own material, 
Ross says: “It’s what I’ve always 
wanted to do. I just didn’t know if I 
was ready. I’ve always been buried in 
my drumming but I realised the way 
to start getting myself out there was 
to self-release.” 

Speaking of his upcoming second 
single, which is due for release next 
month and is yet to have a title, he 
adds: “It’s completely different to my 
usual poppier work. It’s got more of a 
rock feel.” 


Carer who bit 
'challenging' 
teen given 
court order 

A CARER, who bit an extremely 
‘challenging’ teenager with serious 
mental issues, in her care, left court 
with her career in ruins after being 
given a community punishment. 

Iteen Thomas had just been bitten 
by the 19-year-old who was being as¬ 
sessed to see if he could be cared for 
in a less secure environment, a judge 
heard. He had been at the house run 
by El Marsh Care in Brisbane Road, 
Smethwick for less than a month 
when the incident occured on October 
2, 2016, Wolverhampton Crown Court 
was told. 

The teenager, known to punch and 
bite, was autistic, unable to communi¬ 
cate verbally, had other mental health 
issues and needed round the clock 
care, for no apparent reason he took 
a particular dislike to the 57-year-old 
defendant, who had previous experi¬ 
ence of coping with challenging resi¬ 
dents, the court heard. 

She was assigned to his care and 
was helping her colleague while his 
meal was being prepared because he 
had a habit of trying to snatch food 
while it was being cooked, said Miss 
Fiona Cortese, prosecuting. 

Thomas, who had been a carer for 
eight years, was sweeping the floor 
and held the plastic brush in front of 
her, accidentally hitting him on the 
head, as he moved towards the food. 

“He lunged at the defendant, taking 
hold of her hoodie top and bust area,” 
continued the prosecutor. “He bit her 
on the arm and pinched her. She then 
bit him on the shoulder before her col¬ 
league intervened.” 

Thomas, of previous good character 
and from Beakes Road, Smethwick, 
pleaded guilty to ill treating a person 
she was caring for and was given a 
12 month community order with 120 
hours unpaid work. 
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COMMERCIAL FEATURE 


TRADITIONAL PUB GRUB 7 DAYS A WEEK! 


If you fancy traditional pub 
grub then look no further than 
the Harriers Pub located in 
Powis Avenue, Tipton, DY4 ONF. 
Where there kitchen is open 
7 days a week. 

The Harriers also cater for families 
where there is also a children’s 
menu on offer. 

Serving all your pub classics as well 
as the in demand Sunday Carvery 
where you can find a selection of 
meats, as well has a nice variety of 
vegetables. 

The Harriers Pub also comes alive 
at night over the weekend has 
they offer a weekly entertainment 
program on a Friday and Saturday 
night which you will find regular DJ’s 
and live entertainment. 

Coming very soon, customers 
will be able to enjoy a breakfast 
and lunch club, which will be 
every Friday and Saturday. Please 



visit our facebook page for more 
information. 

If it’s a game of bingo you’re looking 
for, then look no further, every 
Monday night from 7pm - 9pm. If 
you can’t make that then no need to 
worry, we also have a Wednesday 
afternoon session from 12pm - 
2pm. So eyes down look in! 
Customers old and new will also 
find regular drinks promotions on 
offer which are not to be missed!! 


The Harriers also offer a FREE 
function room which is ideal 
for all occasions including 
Weddings, Christenings, and 
all birthday celebrations. 

There is also a child’s outside 
play area which will keep all 
children entertained as well 
as an outside seating area. 

The Harriers Pub, Powis Avenue, 
Tipton, DY4 ONF 
TEL: 0121 557 3896 


THE HARRIER 


SERVED 7 DAYS A 
WEEK FROM 'tPM 


TRADITIONAL PUB GRUB 


BINGO EVERY MONDAY 7PM - 9PM EVERY WEDNESDAY 12PM - 2PM 




f POWIS AVENUE, TIPTON DY4 ONF 0121 557 3896 **t Sport 
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PUB & CARVERY 

i Hill Top • West Bromwich • B7Q OSD^ 


7 DAY 


CARVERY 

£4.49 Monday - Saturday 
• £6.79 Sunday 

Food served: Mon-Sat 12:00-20:30 
Sundays 12:00-17:30 

FUNCTION 


ROO 




Wedding 

Receptions, 

Birthday 

Parties, 

Anniversaries 

and 

Funerals 



It's a super trouper 
of a sunny musical 


I t’s the ultimate feel-good show. 
Mamma Mia has been described as 
being the world’s sunniest and most 
exhilarating smash-hit musical. 
Written by Abba stars Benny 
Andersson and Bjorn Ulvaeus 
the musical is set on a Greek island 
paradise. 

It is a story of love, friendship and identity and is 
cleverly told through the timeless songs of Abba. The 
lead character is Sophie Sheridan, who is played by Lucy 
May Barker. 

The action centres around her quest to discover the 
father she’s never known. It follows her story as Sophie’s 
mother comes face to face with three men from her 
distant romantic past on the eve of a wedding they’ll 
never forget. 

The show, which runs at the Wolverhampton Grand 
from February 6 to 24, is irresistibly funny and has been 
thrilling audiences all around the world. Now it is coming 
to Wolverhampton for the first time. 

Lucy May is looking forward to that - and says she has 
a blast playing Sophie each evening. 

“Being able to create my own version of it is amazing. 

I want to transport people away to our little Greek island 
world. That helps them forget what they’ve seen before. 

“Sophie has been played by others but this is my 
interpretation. I have so much to do in the show because 
the story is so full. I just trust the fact that I was chosen for 
the part and I bring my own confidence to it. There’s so 
much to do in this job.” 

UPBEAT 

The show is truly upbeat. The title of the musical 
was taken from the group’s 1975 chart-topper Mamma 
Mia. Benny and Bjorn, who composed the 
original music for Abba, were involved 
in the development of the show from 
the beginning while singer Anni-Frid 
Lyngstad became involved financially 
and has attended many of the 
premieres around the world. 

The musical includes such hits as 
Super Trouper, Lay All Your Love 
on Me, Dancing Queen, Knowing 
Me, Knowing You, Take a 
Chance on Me, Thank You for 
the Music, Money, Money, 

Money, The Winner Takes It 
All, Voulez-Vous, SOS and 
the title track. It has been 
seen by more than 60 
million people around the 
world and a film version 
made in 2008 was a 
huge hit. That starred 
Meryl Streep, Colin Firth, 

Pierce Brosnan, Amanda 
Seyfried, Christine 
Baranski, Stellan 
Skarsgard and Julie 
Walters. 

Lucy May says the 
show is so resolutely 
upbeat that it’s 
impossible not to enjoy 
it. “I think it’s hard for 
everyone not to have a 
great time. It’s such a 
happy show and so if 
there’s someone in the 
company who’s down, 
it brings them straight 
up. 

“People often come up 
with these amazing stories 
about how it makes them 
feel - the show is feel good. 


Knowing me, knowing you - 
Mamma Mia is hit-packed fun 




-vjCP 


It’s so upbeat. It gives the audience the chance 
to escape for a couple of hours. It is an absolute 
dream come true to play the role. I 
absolutely love the show and 
getting to perform it to all the 
lovely audience around the UK 
is a feeling like no other. 

“I grew up listening to Abba 
and we had the Abba Gold 
CD in my mum’s car, so I knew 
almost all the words already 
when I auditioned which was 
very handy ha ha! I love going 
on for Lay All Your Love. 

“I love singing that number 
and from then on I don’t 
leave the stage for the rest 
of the act which is a total 
rollercoaster.” 

The musical opened in 
the West End at the Prince 
Edward Theatre on April 6, 
1999, and transferred to the 
Prince of Wales Theatre 
on June 9, 2004, where it 
played until September 
2012. It has also featured 
on Broadway and at other 
cities around the world. 

The present British tour 
has thrilled audiences the 
length and breadth of the 
UK and Lucy May says 
the responses have been 
remarkable. 

“There was a review 
back at the start saying 
Mamma Mia should be 
available on the NHS. I’ve 
played it for the whole 
tour since 2016. With that 


I want to transport 
people away to 
our little Greek 
island world 


comes fantastic opportunities for learning and developing 
the role. I’d like to think I’ve got better. You practice 
something eight times a week and different audiences 
and different places give you different things. We were in 
Birmingham for 10 weeks and it was great and people are 
generally happy and cheery in the West Midlands: they’re 
up for a good time. 

“I’ve been to Wolverhampton before in other shows 
and the Grand is a beautiful theatre. There are some 
audiences that are slightly more serious in other parts of 
the UK, but Birmingham and Wolverhampton. But these 
are cities I love. 

“To do big scale musicals that are uplifting and crowd¬ 
pleasing and positive is a gift. 

“As a kid I did Annie and that really gave me the bug. 
Most of the people on stage or in the company had done 
it as kids, they’d done that in theatre school. So to go 
from doing that as a child to doing it as a professional in 
adult life is a dream. I try to always remember that. Not a 
lot of people have the opportunity to turn their childhood 
passion turning into their life passion - I’m one of the 
lucky ones.” 

• For more entertainment news and reviews see The 
Ticket in your Express & Star every Friday. 


























scene from Matthew Bourne's Cinderella 


Cinderella dances in 
Blitz battered London 


AUDIENCES have been laughing along to 
a star-studded pantomime production of 
Cinderella for several weeks at Birmingham 
Hippodrome but a very different, darker 
vision of the fairy tale is arriving at the venue 
next week. 

Choreographer and leader of the New Adventures 
dance company Matthew Bourne, who thrilled 
audiences at the Hippodrome a year ago with his 
glamorous cinematic-styled version of The Red Shoes, 
has revived his take on Cinderella. 

It is set in a Blitz-ruined wartime London where the 
threat of death has ignited a new age of hedonism as 
our heroine embarks on a dizzying romance with an 



RAF pilot. Bourne’s stylish vision, which was screened 
by BBC TV during the festive season from London’s 
Sadler’s Wells Theatre, is a revival of a production first 
performed 21 years ago and last revived a decade 
ago. It is a radical reworking that draws on a real life 
tragedy when popular London nightclub the Cafe de 
Paris took a direct hit from a Luftwaffe bomb. 

The production keeps the magnificent Prokofiev 
score from the traditional ballet, in recorded form, 
and has potent imagery that often recalls Powell and 
Pressburger’s classic 1946 wartime fantasy A Matter of 
Life and Death, about a pilot who briefly cheats death. 

Matthew Bourne’s Cinderella is staged from Tuesday 
to Saturday. See birminghamhippodrome.com or call 
0844 338 5000. 


Brief return to Rep 
for classic romance 


One of the most acclaimed 
theatrical productions of 
recent years returns to 
Birmingham in February. 

Kneehigh’s production of Noel 
Coward’s Brief Encounter, adapted 
and directed by Emma Rice, will be 
staged at Birmingham Repertory 
Theatre from tomorrow (Friday) 
until February 17. 

Coward’s Brief Encounter is one 
of the most haunting love stories 
ever and is particularly fondly 
remembered due David Lean’s 
classic British movie from 1945 
starring Celia Johnson and Trevor 
Howard. 


A chance meeting in a railway 
station cafe brings together 
housewife Laura and doctor Alec 
and their casual friendship turns 
into a heart-breaking love story. 

Both the play and the film 
inspired acclaimed director Emma 
Rice. She says: “Brief Encounter 
combines the romance of cinema 
with all that live theatre can 
offer; magic, passion, surprise, 
suggestion and naughtiness. 

“ I carry this show in my heart 
and couldn’t be more excited 
to return to this heart-pounding 
production and bring it back to 
Birmingham. Radical and romantic, 
nostalgic but oh, so relevant - let 



passions 
ignite!” 

This award-winning production 
of Brief Encounter premiered at 
Birmingham Repertory Theatre 
in 2007 winning the hearts of 
audiences and critics alike. It 
subsequently triumphed in the West 
End, toured the globe and received 
dazzling reviews on Broadway. 

The cast will feature Jim 
Sturgeon as Alec and Isabel Pollen 
as Laura. Brief Encounter will 
be directed by Emma Rice and 
designed by Neil Murray. 

For more information see 
birmingham-rep.co.uk or for tickets 
call 0121 236 4455. 


Japanese drums 
and Beethoven 

Japanese taiko percussion 
group Kodo perform 
new work Evolution 
at Symphony Hall on 
Monday. Classical 
highlights at the 
Birmingham venue 
include Scottish 
violin virtuoso Nicola 
Benedetti, pictured, on 
Tuesday. She performs 
Beethoven’s Fourth Symphony 
and his Violin Concerto with the Orchestra of 
the Age of Enlightenment. The CBSO conducted 
by Constantinos Carydis perform Mussorgsky’s 
Pictures at an Exhibition on Wednesday. 



Sub Pop's latest 
signing at the NAC 

Californian singer-songwriter Jesca Hoop, who is 
currently based in Manchester, is in concert at the 
Newhampton Arts Centre in Wolverhampton on 
Monday. She has released five studio albums since 
she was encouraged to start her musical career by 
Tom Waits and Kathleen Brennan, and has worked 
with Guy Garvey and as a backing singer for Peter 
Gabriel. She recently signed to the Seattle-based Sub 
Pop label. 

Also coming to the NAC are the Jam-like Watford 
outfit The Spitfires on Saturday. American punk 
veterans the Dead Boys are at Digbeth’s 02 Institute 
tomorrow (Friday). Reggae star Macka B is back on 
home turf for a gig at Bilston’s Robin 2 on Saturday. 
Jazz and reggae singer Zara McFarlane is at the Hare 
and Hounds in Kings Heath on Wednesday. 


Reputation for fine cuisine 



The Lamp in Wednesbury town centre 


Situated in Wednesbury town centre 
with close links to the motorway, The 
Lamp restaurant is easily located on 
most commuter routes. 

The traditional Bangladeshi and 
Indian restaurant has a fully licensed 
bar and offers a very varied menu. 

For those who set high standards for 
Indian cuisine you will be pleased to 
know that the head chef won chef of 
the year in 2013 and is reputation is well 
known in the area. 

A spokesman said: “Our customers 
have also rated us Number 1 on 
Trip Advisor and we have also been 
awarded a certificate of excellence.” 

The restaurant also caters for private 
parties with a free function room which 
can seat up to 60 people. 

For those who fancy a night in by the 
TV, then free delivery is available on all 
orders over £10. 



For more information ^ ^ *1 7 A A C1 

or to book, please call: UOOUU IOU XJO I 

or visit online at: omegabreaks.com/RT 


Quote OMRT 


#ABTA 


inutes packages otherwise standard rates apply. 


Your Chronicle 

in association with 


Royal Ascot Ladies Day 


Hampton Court Palace 
Flower Show 


Departing Wednesday 20 Jun 

from Brownhills, Walsall & Wolverhampton 

Price Includes... 

✓ Return coach travel 

✓ 1 night DBB at a selected hotel 

✓ Admission ticket to the Windsor Enclosure at 
Royal Ascot on Ladies’ Day 

En-route visit to Oxford 


Departing Saturday 7 Jul 

from Cannock, Walsall & Wolverhampton 

Price Includes... 

✓ Return coach travel 

l/ 1 night DBB at a selected hotel, London area 

✓ Admission to the Hampton Court Palace Flower 
Show, with coach transfer 


2 Days 

by Coach 


£ 170 


2 Days 

by Coach 


only 

£ 149 


BOOK NOW FOR VALENTINES^ 




m 


¥ 


Free Function Room seats up to 60 

rtt* CMOS? on 
\& 2) Trip Advisor in 

tripadvisor Wednesbury 


lanyj fystaurarit $ Bar 


Fully licensed Bangladeshi & Indian Cuisine 

18 Upper High Street, 
f Wednesbury WS10 7HQ 

fca Open 7 days a week: 6pm -12pm 


Tel: 0121 505 3080/ 
505 4250 
www.lamp-restaurant.co.uk 
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Jim Sturgess 



Hard Sun 
(BBC1,9.30pm) 

A night jogger is murdered and 
brutalised in his home, and 
when Renko realises the victim 
is a man from her past, she 
realises his death has dire 
personal implications for both 
her and Daniel. Armed with 
knowledge of Renko's traumatic 
history, Hicks understands the 
significance of the man's death, 
but with the government 
breathing down his neck to 
secure the Hard Sun dossier, he 
once again finds himself at 
odds with her. Meanwhile, 
Daniel goes on the run after 
inadvertently claiming the Hard 
Sun flashdrive, but fleeing 
places him firmly in Grace 
Morrigan's cross-hairs. Pre- 
apocalyptic crime thriller, 
starring Jim Sturgess, Agyness 
Deyn, Nikki Amuka-Bird and 
Owain Arthur. 


BBCl 


6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday Kitchen 
Live. 11.30 Mary Berry Everyday. (R) 
12.00 Football Focus. 1.00 BBC News; 
Weather. 1.15 Six Nations Preview. 1.45 
Live Six Nations Rugby Union. Wales v 
Scotland (Kick-off 2.15pm). 4.15 Live 
Six Nations Rugby Union. 

7.00 BBC News. 

7.10 Regional Programme. 

7.15 All Together Now. The musical 
talent show continues, as Rob 
Beckett invites more singers to 
step on-stage for a chance to win a 
£50,000 cash prize. Facing a 
100-strong panel of judges, the 
stars must not only deliver the 
performance of a lifetime, but also 
encourage the panellists to join in 
too. The more judges each singer 
manages to win over, the better 
their chances of proceeding to the 
grand final. 

8.20 Casualty. New COO Avis Baxter 
arrives to find Holby in chaos. The 
hospital is at capacity, and a queue 
of ambulances laden with 
deteriorating patients is only 
making matters worse. Alicia is 
horrified when Ethan tows the 
management line, stating no more 
locums or nurses will be made 
available, and when his decisions 
result in a serious case of sepsis 
being missed, and breaks the rules 
to get the patient - an injured chef - 
into resus. Meanwhile, eager new 
FI Bea faces a trial by fire in the ED 
after offloading her 'uninteresting 1 
patients on old medical school pal 
Rash, and Charlie's plans to wine 
and dine Duffy on their 
anniversary fall short of the mark. 

9.10 BBC News; Weather. 

9.30 Hard Sun. The brutal murder of a 
night jogger has dire personal 
implications for both Renko and 
Daniel, and places Hicks at odds 
with a colleague he has come to 
respect. 

10.30 Match of the Day. Gary Lineker 
presents highlights of the latest 
Premier League matches, 
including Burnley v Manchester 
City, Manchester United v 
Huddersfield Town and Arsenal v 
Everton; National Lottery Update. 

11.55 The NFL Show. Mark Chapman is 
joined by Osi Umenyiora and 
Jason Bell to look ahead to Super 
Bowl LII. 

12.25 Film: III Manors. (2012)2.20 
Weather for the Week Ahead. 2.25 BBC 
News. 


BBC2 


6.10 The Wonder of Animals. (R) 6.40 
Naomi’s Nightmares of Nature. 7.10 The 
Pets Factor. 7.30 Matilda and the 
Ramsay Bunch. 7.45 Matilda and the 
Ramsay Bunch. 8.00 The Dengineers. 

8.30 Deadly Top 10. (R) 9.00 Robot 
Wars. (R) 10.00 Robot Wars. (R) 11.00 
Homes Underthe Hammer. (R) 12.00 
The Hairy Bikers’ Mediterranean 
Adventure. (R) 1.00 Live Davis Cup 
Tennis. Spain v Great Britain. 3.30 Nigel 
Slater’s Middle East. (R) 4.30 Final 
Score. 5.15 Flog It! (R) 

6.00 Hugh’s Wild West. Hugh Fearnley- 
Whittingstall’s West Country tour 
continues as he visits the 
Somerset Levels, where he 
witnesses the natural spectacle of 
huge flocks of starlings swirling in 
the sky as they come in to roost 
for the winter. He also discovers 
how the Levels’ dedicated 
volunteers have helped to maintain 
crucial reedbeds, which have now 
become havens for rare bitterns 
and great white egrets. Plus, Hugh 
observes the large blue butterfly, 
which has been brought back to 
the region from near-extinction, 
and meets nature enthusiast 
Stephen Hembury, who has been 
capturing local wildlife on film, but 
is having little luck recording 
elusive hares. 

7.00 A House Through Time. David 
Olusoga concludes the house’s 
story, revealing how it was once 
almost demolished, then became a 
home for creative people and 
meeting the current owner. Last in 
the series. (R) 

8.00 Dad’s Army. Mainwaring is 

accused of leaving a light burning 
in the church hall during a 
blackout, and receives a summons 
to appear in court. Comedy, 
starring Arthur Lowe. (R) 

8.30 Grand Tours of Scotland’s Lochs. 
Paul Murton embarks on a journey 
from Lairg on Loch Shin to 
Lochinver and finally, to the 
summit of Suilven - one of the 
most distinctive mountains in 
Scotland. 

9.00 Ql XL. Jason Manford, Jimmy Carr 
and Victoria Coren Mitchell join 
Alan Davies and Sandi Toksvig for 
an extended edition of the 
unconventional quiz. 

9.45 Live at the Apollo. (R) 

10.30 Film: The Talented Mr Ripley. 
(1999) 

12.40 Film: Albatross. (2011) 2.05 This 
Is BBC Two. 


ITV 


6.00 CITV: Sooty. 6.10 Bottom Knocker 
Street. (R) 6.20 Bottom Knocker Street. 
(R) 6.35 Dino Dana. (R) 6.50 Super 4. 
(R) 7.00 Signed Stories: Share a Story. 
(R) 7.05 Marvel Ultimate Spider-Man vs 
The Sinister Six. 7.30 Scrambled!: 
Scrambled! 7.35 Scrambled!: The Tom 
and Jerry Show. (R) 7.55 Scrambled!: 
Fangbone. (R) 8.10 Scrambled!: The 
Powerpuff Girls. (R) 8.30 Scrambled!: 

Be Cool, Scooby-Doo! 9.05 Scrambled!: 
Wishfart. (R) 9.25 ITV News. 9.30 
James Martin’s Saturday Morning. 11.20 
Dancing on Ice. (R) 1.20 ITV News; 
Weather. 1.30 Film: Evan Almighty. 
(2007) Comedy sequel, starring Steve 
Carell. 3.15 Catchphrase. (R) 4.00 
Tipping Point. (R) 5.00 The Chase. (R) 
6.00 Regional Programme; Weather. 
6.05 ITV News; Weather. 

6.15 New You’ve Been Framed! Harry 
Hill introduces more viewer- 
submitted comedy clips, including 
a drone’s destructive encounter 
with an errant baseball, and a 
photo-shy seal. 

6.40 Take Me Out. Men from Leeds, 
Dublin, Edinburgh and Swansea 
seek the approval of the 30 single 
ladies sitting on Paddy 
McGuinness’s panel. 

8.00 The Voice UK. The Blind 

Auditions enter their fifth week, as 
Will.i.am, Jennifer Hudson, 

Oily Murs and Tom Jones 
reassemble to assess the singing 
skills of more would-be stars. 
Emma Willis ushers the 
contestants on-stage where, yet 
again, the coaches must decide 
whether they would like to back 
each performer based on the 
power of their voice, rather than 
their appearance. Only once a 
coach decides to support the 
singer are they permitted to turn 
their chair around, and any of the 
contestants chosen could be in 
with a chance of securing a 
recording contract with Polydor. 

9.30 Through the Keyhole. Keith 
Lemon infiltrates the homes of 
another three mystery celebrities, 
and challenges Shane Richie, 
Rachel Riley and Alex James to 
guess “who habitates in a house 
like this”. 

10.30 ITV News; Weather. 

10.45 Film: Lethal Weapon. (1987) 
Action thriller, with Mel Gibson 
and Danny Glover. 

12.40 Jackpot247. 3.00 Babushka. (R) 
3.50 ITV Nightscreen. 


CHANNEL 4 


6.15 3rd Rock from the Sun. (R) 6.45 
3rd Rock from the Sun. (R) 7.10 The 
King of Oueens. (R) 7.35 The King of 
Oueens. (R) 8.00 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 8.25 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 8.55 Frasier. (R) 9.25 
Frasier. (R) 9.55 Frasier. (R) 10.25 The 
Big Bang Theory. (R) 10.55 The Big Bang 
Theory. (R) 11.25 The Big Bang Theory. 
(R) 11.55 The Simpsons. (R) 12.25 The 
Simpsons. (R) 12.55 The Simpsons. (R) 

I. 25 Come Dine with Me. (R) 2.25 Coast 
vs Country. (R) 3.25 A Place in the Sun. 
(R) 4.30 The Secret Life of the Zoo. (R) 
5.35 The Supervet. (R) 

6.30 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 Great Canal Journeys. Timothy 
West and Prunella Scales explore 
the landscape of north-west 
Portugal as they embark on a 
voyage down the Rio Douro. It’s a 
journey that combines two of their 
favourite things - water and wine 
- as they follow the route taken by 
Yorkshire-born port entrepreneur 
Baron Forrester, and visit some 
stunning wine estates. The couple 
also stop off at the Factory House, 
a traditional English gentlemen’s 
club that lies in the heart of the city 
of Porto. (R) 

8.00 Village of the Year with Penelope 
Keith. Five villages from the 
Central Zone, which reaches from 
the west of Ireland to the 
Midlands, compete for a place in 
the final, as judges Alex 
Langlands, Patrick Grant and Juliet 
Sargeant assess their merits. 

9.00 Film: Suffragette. (2015) 
Premiere. A woman joins a 
campaign to gain the right to vote 
in 1912. She and herallies find 
their peaceful protests 
accomplishing little in the face of 
an unwavering state, so resort to 
increasingly violent measures, 
risking everything they have in the 
pursuit of political justice. Period 
drama, starring Carey Mulligan, 
Helena Bonham Carter, Anne- 
Marie Duff and Meryl Streep. 

II. 10 Film: About Time. (2013) Aman 

learns he has the ability to travel 
through time and uses the power 
to improve his love life. Romantic 
fantasy comedy, with Domhnall 
Gleeson and Rachel McAdams. 

1.20 The Last Leg. With guest Stephen 
Fry. (R) 2.15 Hollyoaks. Omnibus. Grace 
and Trigger’s plan backfires. (R) 4.20 
Coast vs Country. A woman seeks a new 
life in north Wales. (R) 5.15 Location, 
Location, Location. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 


6.00 Milkshake! 10.05 Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles. 10.40 Funniest Fails, Falls 
& Flops. (R) 11.05 Police Interceptors. 
(R) 12.00 Police Interceptors. (R) 1.00 
The A-Team. (R) 2.00 The A-Team. (R) 
3.00 Nightmare Tenants, Slum 
Landlords. (R) 4.00 Nightmare Tenants, 
Slum Landlords. (R) 5.00 Rich House, 
Poor House. (R) 5.55 5 News Weekend. 
6.00 The Wonderful World of Puppies. 
The canine development 
documentary continues by 
exploring how puppies use their 
key senses - smell, touch, sight 
and hearing-to absorb 
information about their new 
surroundings, and crucially, make 
a start on broadening their 
horizons. Six-week-old golden 
retriever Dakin demonstrates how 
his ever-developing brain helps 
improve his stature and 
coordination, and a litter of bull 
mastiff pups are left baffled by a 
mirror. A cocker spaniel destined 
to become a working dog 
illustrates how selective breeding 
can encourage desirable abilities, 
and a corgi with a big future as a 
show-dog must first overcome a 
few crucial hurdles. 

7.00 Greatest Ever Celebrity Wind- 
Ups. Joe Pasquale showcases one 
last selection of pranks, with 
laughs coming at the expense of 
Justin Timberlake and Louis 
Walsh, among others. Last in the 
series. 

8.00 Blind Date. A white witch from 
Preston seeks to cast her spell on 
three eligible bachelors, and 
former military man Dean from 
Wiltshire sets out to find his dream 
girl. Last in the series. 

9.00 Football on 5: The Championship. 
Colin Murray introduces highlights 
from the weekend’s games, 
including Wolverhampton 
Wanderers v Sheffield United, 
Aston Villa v Burton Albion and 
Leeds United v Cardiff City. 

9.55 Football on 5: Goal Rush. Colin 
Murray introduces all the goals 
from the weekend’s games in 
Leagues One and Two, including 
Bristol Rovers v Shrewsbury Town 
and Plymouth Argyle v Blackburn 
Rovers. 

10.25The X-Files. (R) 

11.15 The X-Files. (R) 

12.10 SuperCasino. 3.10 Film: Vampire 
Academy. (2014) 4.45 House Doctor. (R) 

5.10 Great Artists. (R) 5.35 House 
Busters. (R) 


DIGITAL 


BBC Four 

7.00 Sicily: Wonder of the Mediterranean 
8.00 Nature’s Miniature Miracles: Natural 
World 9.00 Spiral 11.05 Top of the Pops: 

1985 12.10 Elvis: That’s Alright Mama 60 
Years On 1.10 Sicily: Wonder of the 
Mediterranean 2.10 Nature’s Miniature 
Miracles: Natural World 3.10 Close 
ITV2 

12.00 Take Me Out 1.15 Totally You’ve 
Been Framed! Gold 2.20 Film: Yogi Bear 
(2010) 3.20 FYI Daily 3.25 Film: Yogi 
Bear (2010) 4.00 Film: Mr Bean’s 
Holiday (2007) 5.00 FYI Daily 5.05 Film: 
Mr Bean’s Holiday (2007) 5.45 Film: The 
Hobbit: An Unexpected Journey (2012) 
6.50 FYI Daily 6.55 Film: The Hobbit: An 
Unexpected Journey (2012) 9.00 Film: 

22 Jump Street (2014) 10.00 FYI Daily 
10.05 Film: 22 Jump Street (2014) 

11.15 Family Guy 12.15 American Dad! 

1.10 Release the Hounds 2.05 Ibiza 
Weekender 3.00 Teleshopping 
ITV3 

2.55 Film: Columbo: Dagger of the Mind 
(1972) 4.55 Midsomer Murders 11.00 
Foyle’s War 1.00 On the Buses 1.55 ITV3 
Nightscreen 2.30 Teleshopping 

ITV4 

1.30 ITV Racing: Live from Sandown. 
Coverage of today’s meetings Sandown 
Park, Musselburgh, and Wetherby. 4.00 
Film: Smokey and the Bandit (1977) 5.05 
FYI Daily 5.10 Film: Smokey and the 
Bandit (1977) 5.50 Storage Wars 6.45 
Live World Boxing Super Series. Murat 
Gassiev v Yunier Dorticos. 11.30 Film: 
Pale Rider (1985) 12.30 FYI Daily 12.35 
Film: Pale Rider (1985) 1.50 The 
Professionals 2.55 ITV4 Nightscreen 
3.00 Teleshopping 

E4 

11.30 The Goldbergs 2.00 The Big Bang 
Theory 8.00 Film: Transformers: Dark of 
the Moon (2011) 10.55 Gogglebox 1.05 
Naked Attraction 2.10 Rude Tube 3.05 
Gogglebox 4.00 How I Met Your Mother 

4.45 Rude(ish)Tube 

Film4 

11.00 Dunston Checks In (1996) 1.00 
Johnny English (2003) 2.45 Carry On 
Cleo (1964) 4.35 The Family Stone 
(2005) Festive comedy drama, with 
Sarah Jessica Parker. 6.45 The River 
Wild (1994) 9.00 The Inbetweeners 2 
(2014) The awkward teenagers find 
university does not live up to their 
expectations, and go to Australia in 
search of adventure. Comedy sequel, 
starring Simon Bird and James Buckley. 

10.55 The Hallow (2015) Premiere. 
Horror, starring Joseph Mawle. 12.50 
Troll Hunter (2010) 3.05 Close 
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CHOICE 



Endeavour 
(ITV, 8pm) 

New series. The newly promoted 
Detective Sergeant Morse 
investigates when a famous 
international thief tries to steal 
a Faberge egg from an auction. 
The case leads to the gruesome 
murders of an academic and a 
gangster, and Morse is 
convinced the deaths are the 
work of the same man. As he 
struggles with his new 
responsibilities, he finds 
himself forced to mentor a 
younger partner (played by 
Poldark's Lewis Peek). Shaun 
Evans, Roger Allam, Anton 
Lesser, James Bradshaw, Sean 
Rigby, Dakota Blue Richards, 
Abigail Thaw, Caroline O'Neill 
and Sara Vickers star. 


5.00 Breakfast. 7.35 Match of the Day. 
(R) 9.00 The Andrew Marr Show. 10.00 
The Big Questions. 11.00 Regional 
Programme. 12.15 Bargain Hunt. (R) 

I. 00 BBC News; Weather. 1.15 The Truth 
About Getting Fit. (R) 2.15 Wonders of 
the Moon. (R) 3.15 Escape to the 
Country. (R) 3.45 Songs of Praise. 4.20 
Film: The Proposal. (2009) Romantic 
comedy, starring Sandra Bullock and 
Ryan Reynolds. 

6.05 BBC News. 

6.20 Regional Programme. 

6.30 Countryfile. Reports on winter 
from around the country. Matt 
Baker meets a Dorset man 
championing local winter produce, 
and Anita Rani discovers the 
therapeutic benefit of making 
jewellery. Steve Brown learns to 
drive a team of huskies, Joe 
Crowley meets a man with a 
lifelong passion for deer, Adam 
Henson visits a farm where 
gathering the sheep is a risky 
business, and Ellie Harrison learns 
about foxes. Including Weather for 
the Week Ahead. 

7.30 Still Open All Hours. Granville and 
Gastric come up with a romantic 
plan to persuade Madge and Mavis 
to stay. However, it involves 
spending a little more money than 
the shopkeeper is comfortable 
with. 

8.00 Call the Midwife. Nurse Crane 
and Trixie investigate when a 
mother abandons her children at 
the clinic. When the woman is sent 
to a neurologist, the results are 
devastating for the whole family. 
9.00 McMafia. Alex is forced to admit 
the truth as peace negotiations in 
Istanbul get underway between 
Semiyon and his enemies, but he 
does not realise he is about to 
suffer a further betrayal. 

10.00 BBC News. 

10.20 Regional Programme. 

10.30 Match of the Day 2. Action from 
this afternoon’s Premier League 
fixtures - Liverpool v Tottenham 
Hotspur at Anfield and Crystal 
Palace v Newcastle United at 
Selhurst Park. 

II. 15 American Football: Super Bowl 

Lll. New England Patriots v 
Philadelphia Eagles (Kick-off 
11.30pm). Mark Chapman 
presents coverage of the 
showpiece match. 

3.50 Weather for the Week Ahead. 3.55 
BBC News. 


7.05 Gardeners’ World. (R) 7.35 

Countryfile. (R) 8.30 Saturday Kitchen 

Best Bites. 10.00 Live Davis Cup Tennis. 

I. 00 Money for Nothing. (R) 1.30 Orson 

Welles: Talking Pictures. (R) 2.10 Film: 

Jane Eyre. (1943) 3.45 The Crane Gang. 

(R) 4.45 Elise Christie: In from the Cold. 

5.15 Ski Sunday. 

6.00 Six Nations Rugby Special. Italy v 
England. John Inverdale presents 
action from the concluding match 
of the opening round of fixtures, 
held at the Stadio Olimpico in 
Rome. 

7.00 New York: America’s Busiest City. 

Ade Adepitan, Anita Rani, Ant 
Anstead and Dan Snow take a 
closer look at one of the most 
powerful cities in the world, 
focusing on transport links in the 
first edition. (R) 

8.00 Yellowstone: The Blazing 

Summer. Summer in Yellowstone 
brings a new challenge for the 
beavers as their river dries up, 
while the wolves have a surprising 
strategy to keep their pups fed. 

Last in the series. (R) 

9.00 Dragons’ Den. The panel assesses 
the profit-making potential of 
more business ideas, including a 
range of language-learning 
children’s books and skin care 
products made out of hemp. 

10.00The Mash Report. Nish Kumar 
and a cast of comedy 
correspondents present the 
satirical and surreal take on the 
week’s news. (R) 

10.30 Insert Name Here. Miles Jupp, 
Kate Williams, Sally Phillips and 
Roisin Conaty join captains 
Richard Osman and Josh 
Widdicombe to answer Sue 
Perkins’ questions about famous 
people who share a name. (R) 

II. OOCIeverman. Boondee becomes 

the first public victim of the 
sinister “Process”, Charlotte 
suspects there is something 
terribly wrong with her pregnancy, 
and Koen is reunited with an old 
friend. 

11.55 Women’s Six Nations Highlights. 

Action from the opening round of 
fixtures, which featured Wales v 
Scotland at Parc Eirias, France v 
Ireland at Stade Ernest Wallon, 
and Italy v England at Stadio 
Mirabello. 

12.25 Film: Yves Saint Laurent. (2014) 

2.05 Sign Zone: Question Time. (R) 3.05 

Holby City. (R) 4.05 This Is BBC Two. 


6.00 CITV: Sooty. 6.10 Bottom Knocker 
Street. (R) 6.20 Bottom Knocker Street. 
(R) 6.35 Dino Dana. (R) 6.50 Super 4. 

(R) 7.00 Signed Stories: Share a Story. 
(R) 7.05 Marvel Ultimate Spider-Man vs 
the Sinister Six. 7.30 Scrambled!: 
Scrambled! 7.35 Scrambled!: The Tom 
and Jerry Show. (R) 7.55 Scrambled!: 
Ben 10. (R) 8.10 Scrambled!: Mr Bean: 
The Animated Series. (R) 8.30 
Scrambled!: Spy School. 9.05 
Scrambled!: Wishfart. (R) 9.25 ITV 
News. 9.30 River Monsters. (R) 10.00 
Peston on Sunday. 11.00 The Martin 
Lewis Money Show. (R) 11.30 The Voice 
UK. (R) 1.00 ITV News; Weather. 1.10 
Britain’s Brightest Family. (R) 1.40 The 
Cruise: Return to the Mediterranean. (R) 

2.15 Live Six Nations Rugby Union. Italy 
v England (Kick-off 3.00pm). 5.30 
Regional Programme; Weather.5.40 ITV 
News; Weather. 

6.00 Dancing on Ice. Phillip Schofield 
and Holly Willoughby present the 
next stage as the contest reaches 
the halfway point, with nine 
celebrities still in the running to be 
crowned this year’s champion. 
However, they still need to impress 
judges Jayne Torvill, Christopher 
Dean, Ashley Banjo and Jason 
Gardiner with their talents to avoid 
the skate-off. 

8.00 Endeavour. New series. The 
detective investigates when a 
famous international thief tries to 
steal a Faberge egg from an 
auction - but the case leads to two 
gruesome murders. 

10.00 ITV News; Weather. 

10.15 Peston on Sunday. Political 
magazine, presented by Robert 
Peston, with Allegra Stratton. (R) 

11.15 Next of Kin. Mona is released 
from custody and agrees to 
become a tasked witness, which 
means she will a covert source for 
the police in their attempts to bring 
in her nephew Danny. However, 
the fallout from her actions at 
home is disastrous and her 
marriage comes under more strain 
than ever. Thriller about a doctor 
who is drawn into a tangle of 
betrayal, conspiracy and murder 
after her brother's kidnapping 
brings buried family secrets to 
light, starring Archie Panjabi, Jack 
Davenport, Claire Skinner and 
Viveik Kalra. (R) 

12.15 Great Art. (R) 1.05 Jackpot247. 
Interactive gaming. 3.00 Take on the 
Twisters. (R) 3.50 ITV Nightscreen. Text- 
based information service. 


6.10 Kirstie’s Vintage Gems. (R) 6.15 
The King of Queens. (R) 6.40 The King of 
Queens. (R) 7.05 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 7.30 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 8.00 Frasier. (R) 8.30 
Frasier. (R) 9.00 Frasier. (R) 9.30 
Sunday Brunch. 12.30 Jamie and 
Jimmy’s Friday Night Feast. (R) 1.35 The 
Simpsons. (R) 2.05 The Simpsons. (R) 
2.35 Film: Never Been Kissed. (1999) 
Romantic comedy, with Drew Barrymore 
and Michael Vartan. 4.40 Film: Shark 
Tale. (2004) Animated comedy, with the 
voice of Will Smith. 

6.30 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 Posh Pawn. The return of the 
programme offering an insight 
into the world of high-end 
pawnbroking. James takes a ride 
around London in an eye-catching 
supercar, with an aspiring fitness 
guru who’s looking for £80,000. 
With her eyes on a round-the- 
world cruise costing £30,000, an 
adventurous retiree wants to sell a 
collection of handbags and 
jewellery. A car enthusiast 
contacts memorabilia expert 
Lawrence about a helmet that once 
belonged to land speed record- 
breaker Donald Campbell, and 
James faces a dilemma when he 
gets an offer for one of his 
favourite impulse buys. (R) 

8.00 The Biggest Little Railway in the 
World. The model train is only 
halfway through its journey to 
Inverness, but has to drive 
through bad weather and harsh 
terrain with the volunteers due to 
head home. Last in the series. 

9.00 SAS: Who Dares Wins. The seven 
recruits who have made it to the 
final stage of the contest face the 
most gruelling challenge so far— 
which only one of them will 
complete. Last in the series. 

10.00 Maltese: The Mafia Detective. 
New series. Italian crime drama 
following a Sicilian detective who 
is drawn into a struggle with the 
Mafia after he witnesses the 
murder of his best friend and his 
fiancee. 

11.15Film: Elizabeth. (1998) Elizabeth 
I’s rise to the throne is threatened 
as enemies within the court and 
overseas plot to bring about her 
downfall. Historical drama, with 
Cate Blanchettand Geoffrey Rush. 
1.25 The World’s Most Expensive Food. 
(R) 2.20 The Supervet. (R) 3.15 Sarah 
Beeny’s Four Rooms. (R) 4.10 KOTV 
Boxing Weekly. 


CHANNEL 5 


6.00 Milkshake!: Little Princess. 6.15 
Wanda and the Alien. (R) 6.25 Poppy 
Cat. (R) 6.35 Wissper. (R) 6.45 
Milkshake! Monkey. (R) 6.50 Milkshake! 
Bopping About. (R) 6.55 Simon. (R) 

7.00 Peppa Pig. (R) 7.05 Paw Patrol. (R) 

7.20 Thomas & Friends. (R) 7.30 
Fireman Sam. (R) 7.40 Oily the Little 
White Van. (R) 7.50 Blaze and the 
Monster Machines. (R) 8.15 Milkshake!: 
Paw Patrol. 8.30 Nella the Princess 
Knight. (R) 8.50 Noddy: Toyland 
Detective. (R) 9.00 Ben and Holly’s Little 
Kingdom. (R) 9.15 Shimmer and Shine. 
(R) 9.35 Digby Dragon. (R) 9.50 Peppa 
Pig. (R) 9.55 Peppa Pig. (R) 10.00 
Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles. (R) 10.35 
Football on 5: The Championship. (R) 

11.30 Football on 5: Goal Rush. (R) 

12.00 Police Interceptors. (R) 12.55 
Police Interceptors: Deadly Pursuits. (R) 

1.55 Film: Johnny English Reborn. 

(2011) Spy comedy sequel, starring 
Rowan Atkinson. 3.55 5 News Weekend. 
4.00 Film: The Last Airbender. (2010) 
Fantasy adventure, starring Noah Ringer. 
5.00 5 News Update. 5.05 Film: The Last 
Airbender. (2010) Concluded. 

6.00 Film: Bulletproof Monk. (2003) A 
mysterious Tibetan monk is 
entrusted with protecting an 
ancient and mystical scroll. As 
modern-day Nazis seek out the 
relic in a bid to resurrect the Third 
Reich, the monk searches for a 
suitable successor to take over his 
task - and a pickpocket is the 
unlikely choice. Martial arts thriller, 
starring Chow Yun-Fat, Seann 
William Scott, Jaime King, Victoria 
Smurfitand Karel Roden. Edited 
for violence. 

8.00 Film: Batman Begins. (2005) 
Billionaire Bruce Wayne travels the 
world seeking the means to fight 
injustice, consumed with rage over 
his parents’ murder. Trained by a 
secret society, he hones his 
fighting skills and returns to his 
home city of Gotham on a mission 
to rid it of crime and corruption in 
the guise of a masked vigilante. 
Comic-book adventure, exploring 
the origins of the Dark Knight, with 
Christian Bale, Michael Caine, 

Liam Neeson, Cillian Murphy, Gary 
Oldman and Katie Holmes. 

9.00 5 News Update. 

9.05 Film: Batman Begins. (2005) 
Concluded. 

10.50 Film: The Punisher. (2004) 

1.05 The X-Files. (R) 2.45 SuperCasino. 
4.00 Get Your Tatts Out: Kavos Ink. (R) 
4.45 House Doctor. (R) 


DIGITAL 


BBC Four 

7.00 Only Connect 7.30 University 
Challenge 8.00 Cuba with Simon Reeve 
9.00 Scotland’s Vital Spark: The Clyde 
Puffer 10.00 Arena: Stanley and His 
Daughters 11.15 Stanley Spencer: The 
Colours of the Clyde 11.45 The Story of 
Maths 1.45 Cuba with Simon Reeve 2.45 
Art, Passion & Power: The Story of the 
Royal Collection 3.45 Close 
ITV2 

11.40 Take Me Out 1.00 The Voice UK 
2.30 Film: Beethoven (1992) 3.30 FYI 
Daily 3.35 Film: Beethoven (1992) 4.10 
Film: Cats & Dogs: The Revenge of Kitty 
Galore (2010) 5.10 FYI Daily 5.15 Film: 
Cats & Dogs: The Revenge of Kitty Galore 
(2010) 5.55 Film: The Hobbit: The 
Desolation of Smaug (2013) 6.55 FYI 
Daily 7.00 Film: The Hobbit: The 
Desolation of Smaug (2013) 9.00 Ibiza 
Weekender 10.00 Family Guy 11.30 
American Dad! 12.30 The Cleveland 
Show 1.30 Totally Bonkers Guinness 
World Records 2.20 Teleshopping 
ITV3 

11.50 Lewis 1.50 A Touch of Frost 3.50 
Inspector Morse 6.00 Agatha Christie’s 
Marple 8.00 Paul O’Grady: For the Love 
of Dogs 9.00 Tonight at the London 
Palladium 10.00 Birds of a Feather 11.00 
Film: The Constant Gardener (2005) 1.30 
Blue Murder 2.45 George and Mildred 
ITV4 

11.10 Pawn Stars 1.00 Film: Lonely Are 
the Brave (1962) 2.00 FYI Daily 2.05 
Film: Lonely Are the Brave (1962)3.15 
Film: Smokeyandthe Bandit (1977) 4.15 
FYI Daily 4.20 Film: Smokey and the 
Bandit (1977) 5.05 Film: Thunderball 
(1965) 6.05 FYI Daily 6.10 Film: 
Thunderball (1965) 7.50 Hornblower 
10.00 Film: Source Code (2011) 11.05 
FYI Daily 11.10 Film: Source Code 
(2011) 11.55 Film: The Gauntlet (1977) 
12.55 FYI Daily 1.00 Film: The Gauntlet 
(1977) 2.05 The Professionals 3.00 
Teleshopping 
E4 

1.05 Toy Story Toons: Small Fry 1.15 The 
Big Bang Theory: Go Dating 5.45 The Big 
Bang Theory 6.45 Film: The Devil Wears 
Prada (2006) 9.00 Celebs Go Dating 
10.00 Film: This Means War (2012) 
12.00 The Big Bang Theory 1.00 Celebs 
Go Dating 2.00 First Dates 
Film4 

1.00 Catch That Kid (2004) 2.55 Dr 
Seuss’ The Lorax (2012) 4.35 Dante’s 
Peak (1997) 6.45 The Secret Life of 
Walter Mitty (2013) 9.00 No Escape 
(2015) 11.05 Queen and Country (2014) 

1.20 Atonement (2007) 3.45 Close 
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Norwegian log cabins situated at 1000ft above sea-level in the ‘Heart of Wales’. 
Fantastic views with red kites soaring overhead. Stunning location and excellent touring centre. 
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100 Samosas £22 
Curries from £3 
Vegetable Samosa 25p 
Meat Samosa 50p 
Spring roll 30p 


CATERING 

SERVICES 

for all functions 
large or small 


287 Bearwood Rd, Smethwick B66 4DR 

— 0121 429 9998 ^ 

info@chandigarhcatering.com 

www.chandigarhcatering.com 

Open times: 9am - 8pm Monday-Sunday 


Sandwell Chronicle Thursday, February 1,2018 





































Sandwell Chronicle Thursday, February 1,2018 



FILM CHOICES 


MONDAY 

The Silence of the Lambs, Channel 5,10pm 

Trainee FBI agent Clarice Starling is sent to interview 
an imprisoned psychopath with a taste for eating his 
victims. The inmate offers to help catch a serial killer 
who is holding a politician’s daughter hostage - but to 
learn what he knows, Clarice has to engage in his 
dangerous mind games. Jonathan Demme’s Oscar- 
winning thriller, based on Thomas Harris’s novel, 
starring Jodie Foster, Anthony Hopkins, Scott Glenn 
and Ted Levine. (1991) 

TUESDAY 

The Devil’s Teardrop, Channel 5, 3.15pm 

A serial killer terrorises Washington DC, with a 
ransom note the only clue to his identity. A handwriting 
analyst agrees to help the FBI with their investigation, 
but also has to deal with fighting his ex-wife for 
custody of their children. Crime drama based on 
Jeffery Deaver’s novel, starring Tom Everett Scott and 
Natasha Henstridge. (2010) 



WEDNESDAY 

Midnight Stallion, Channel 5, 3.15pm 

A 15-year-old girl and her parents are desperate to 
save their struggling farm, and when they discover a 
wild stallion in a nearby forest they begin to wonder if 
it could be the answer to their prayers. Drama, starring 
Kris Kristofferson. (2013) 

THURSDAY 

Abducted: The Carlina White Story, Channel 5, 
3.15pm 

A couple take their three-week-old baby to a hospital 
for treatment, but she is snatched by a woman 
desperate for a child. She raises the infant as her own 
for years, but as the girl grows up, she begins to 
suspect the truth and resolves to investigate her 
kidnapping and find her parents. Fact-based drama, 
starring Keke Palmer and Aunjanue Ellis. (2012) 

FRIDAY 

Looper, BBC2,11.05pm 

A hitman employed to kill people who have been sent 
back in time finds his latest target is his future self. 
Sci-fi thriller, with Joseph Gordon-Levitt and Bruce 
Willis. (2012) 


Will the truth still be out 
there for Mulder and Scully? 


B ringing shows back from the 
dead is all the rage these 
days - and it’s probably all 
Doctor Who’s fault. 

The much-loved sci-fi show 
was axed in 1989, was revived in 
1996 for a lacklustre TV movie 
and then disappeared again until 
2005 when it made a triumphant 
return; it’s now one of the BBC’s 
biggest hits, with the next run set to 
shake things up when, for the first 
time, a woman (Broadchurch star 
Jodie Whittaker) will play the Time 
Lord. 

In May 2017, David Lynch’s 
surreal Twin Peaks returned after a 
26-year hiatus, but before that, The 
X Files ended its 14-year exile with a 
well-received 10th season. 

When we caught up with its main 
characters - FBI agents Mulder and 
Scully - the duo had been living 
separate lives for years; she was 
working at her medical practice, 
while he ploughing his own furrow. 
They were initially brought back 
together by a cable TV host who 
wanted them to help him expose a 
sinister organisation he believed 


had the power to control the 
American public. 

What came as a big surprise was 
that Channel 5 bagged the chance 
to broadcast it in this country rather 
than the BBC, who had the rights to 
the original run, or Sky. 

Prior to it being shown in the UK, 
some speculated that perhaps the 
big guns hadn’t wanted the show 
because it had lost its sparkle. 
However, their fears were soon 
dispelled - despite some critics 
being unkind, fans were thrilled by 
each episode. 

Now it’s back for a new run of 10 
tales, but there’s some sadness 
attached to that - Gillian Anderson 
has already announced that she’s 
played Scully for the final time; even 
if The X Files returns, she will no 
longer be a part of it - so enjoy her 
appearance here while you can. 

Really, her decision to return to 
the programme that made her name 
was something of a surprise. In 
recent years she’s become highly 
sought after on both sides of the 
Atlantic thanks to acclaimed 


performances in The Fall, Great 
Expectations, The Crimson Petal 
and the White, War and Peace and 
Hannibal; Anderson no longer 
needs the boost to her career that 
The X Files once gave her. 

She is, however, in the thick of 
things during the first episode, 
which begins when Mulder finds 
Scully unconscious on the floor of 
their FBI office. 

It’s discovered that her brain is in 
a frenzy of activity, and when she 
eventually awakes, Scully claims 
she has had a premonition that 
suggest the end of the world is nigh 
- and the only person who can 
prevent that happening is their 
mysterious son William. 

Will the duo find him? What will he 
look like, and is his mother right 
about his ability to save the planet? 

We don’t know yet, but there’s 
another question that needs to be 
answered: Anderson may have quit, 
but will her co-star, David Duchovny, 
be willing to return? 

Nobody knows, but the truth is out 
there... 



BEST OF THE REST 


MONDAY 

My Return from IS - Panorama 
BBC1, 8.30pm 

The programme tells the story of a British woman 
who is back in the UK after living with so-called 
Islamic State in Syria for more than two years before 
managing to escape with the help of her mother. She 
was arrested, but after extensive debriefing by 
counterterrorist officers the CPS decided there were 
no grounds for prosecution. ‘Fatima’ tells Panorama 
reporter Peter Taylor how the group has hijacked 
Islam, with men acting as cannon fodder and women 
used for cooking, cleaning and giving birth. 

TUESDAY 

The Secret Life of 5 Year Olds: All Girls 
Channel 4, 8pm 

They are one of the most powerful forces in the 
universe who can get whatever they want with one 
look. They are five year old girls, and as this one-off 
reminds us, they are not to be underestimated, as 
Eva, Jet, Miylah and Zaina prove. The familiar faces 
are joined by a fresh cast of new girls, while child 
development experts Dr Elizabeth Kilbey and 
Laverne Antrobus watch the drama unfold and 
provide insight into their behaviour. Cameras reveal 
how the girls see themselves - and the role of 
women - in 2018. 



WEDNESDAY 
Eurovision: You Decide 
BBC2, 7.30pm 

The Brighton Dome has an important place in 
Eurovision history - it’s the venue where Abba, 
arguably the contest’s biggest gift to the world, won 
in 1974 with Waterloo. But will some of their magic 
rub off on this year’s would-be UK represenatives 
as they take to the stage in the hope of being 
chosen by the public and a panel of experts? The 
acts battling it out are former Britain’s Got Talent 
contestant Asanda, girl group Goldstone, soul 
singer Jaz Ellington, musical theatre actor Jaz 
Ellington, DJ and singer RAYA and SuRie, 
who has previously performed as a 
backing vocalist at Eurovision. 

Meanwhile, another Swedish 
champion, 2015 winner MAns 
Zelmerrw, joins Eurovision superfan 
Mel Giedroyc on hosting duties. 

My Millionaire Migrant Boss 
Channel 4, 9pm 

It’s been claimed that many 
immigrants to the UK end up 
taking jobs that Brits don’t want, 
but is this work ethic the reason 
why they are three-times more 


likely to become millionaires than people who were 
born here? Liverpool-based Palestinian Marwan 
Koukash would seem to be proof that hard work 
does pay off. He arrived in 1976 with just £200 and 
is now a multi-millionaire with several business 
interests and a string of prize-winning racehorses. 
He wants to give something back to his 
adoptive country by offering four 
unemployed people a two-week work trial 
and the chance to be mentored by him. 
Will they rise to the challenge and prove 
they have the right attitude to get a 
at the end of the 


THURSDAY 
Winter Olympics: 
Countdown to the 
Games 
BBC2, 7pm 

The funding of winter sports 
in the UK has more than 
doubled since the Winter 
Olympics in Sochi in 2014, 
and it’s hoped that will be 
reflected in Team GB’s 
performance 
this year - their 


Lethal Weapon, Friday, ITV, 9pm 


medal target for the games in PyeongChang, South 
Korea, is between eight and 12. On the eve of the 
opening ceremony, Clare Balding meets some of 
the athletes who are hoping to contribute to that 
tally including short track speed skater Elise 
Christie, who is looking for redemption after the 
heartbreak of being disqualified three time in Sochi, 
and skeleton bob star Lizzy Yarnold, who aims to 
become the first Briton to retain a Winter Olympic 
gold medal. But as well as looking ahead to the 
Games, Balding will also be learning more about 
the host country - including the impact of the rising 
tensions between neighbouring North Korea and 
the USA. 

FRIDAY 
Lethal Weapon 
ITV, 9pm 

Although Lethal Weapon (the films, as well as 
this TV series) are primarily action dramas, they 
have always had a strong comedy element. 

And this comes to the fore this week as Thomas 
Lennon’s Leo Getz returns, which pushes Murtaugh 
(Damon Wayans) and Riggs (Clayne Crawford) to 
up their banter game. Tonight’s story follows the 
cops as they investigate a death that occurred 
moments before the victim won a fortune on a 
horse race. 



GET A FAST RESPONSE 
ADVERTISE 


Local newspapers and websites offer the most effective combination 
for driving consumer action. Readers are more than twice as likely to 
act upon local advertisements than those on TV and social media 

SOURCE: The Newspaper Society - Consumer Catalyst 2014 


To find out more about advertising in the Express & Star call 01902 31 31 31 


Express & Star 


Window and Door Repairs 



Specialists in: Misty and broken glass units 
Leaks, seals and drafts 

Handles, hinges and locks ■ repaired or replaced • INSURANCE WORK - NO PROBLEM 

Rectification of badly fitted installations 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 



Over 25 years experience — COMPETITIVE PRICES!!! 
For Free advice and quote call Mark Guest on 

01384 456490 or O 7976 227034 


« Collyer & McBride 

We are an Independent family owned and run 
business who has proudly been serving families 
and the local community for over 100 years. 
Funerals From £1395 Including Disbursements 

2 Hollyhedge House, Hollyhedge Road, 
West Bromwich, B71 3AA 
(100 yards from Sandwell Hospital) 

0121 588 5377 
Branches at: 

West Bromwich Handsworth Perry Barr 

Tel. 0121 588 5377 Tel. 0121 554 0617 Tel. 0121 356 4489 
_ 24 Hour Service _ 


★STAR CLUTCHES LTD &★ 
** REPAIR CENTRE ** 

stuDutams hum si®iib 

Fully Qualified, Technicians, MOT’S, 
Maintenance, Servicing & Repairs to all 
makes of vehicles. Clutch Repairs 
Competitive Reliable. All work guaranteed 
Tyres, Brakes & Exhausts 
163 Great Bridge Street B70 0DJ 

0121 572 1253 

























Double Crossword 


Sudoku 


BRAIN GYM no^ 


Codeword 


1 

14 

2 

15 

3 

16 

4 

17 

5 

18 

6 

19 

7 

20 

8 

21 

9 

22 

10 

23 

11 

24 

N 

12 

25 

o 

13 

26 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of 
the alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use 
the given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you 



1 

A 

2 

V 

3 

H 

T 

5 

R 

6 

D 

7 

o 

8 

s 

9 

z 

10 

K 

ii 
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12 

F 

13 

w 

14 

E 

15 

Y 

16 

c 

17 

L 

18 

J 

19 

G 

20 

P 

21 

X 

22 

M 

23 

Q 

24 

B 

251 

26 

u 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 


Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

7. Even the nudist will 
require this! (4,9) 

8. Hero-worship 
adroitly adjusted (8) 

9. Some of them 
matched a favourite 
of the Janeites (4) 

10. Business 

proposition is far 
from tough (6) 

12. & 14Ac. A person 
of corresponding 
significance (6-6) 

14. See 12 Across 
16. Takes off the 
narrow pieces (6) 

18. That is about five 
hundred and fifty 
unemployed (4) 

20. Can start to do 
business somehow 
( 8 ) 

22. Shouldered the 
burden before 
nightfall and won 
(7,3,3) 


Down 

1. Artist who was an 
observer of the 
country (8) 

2. Fastened up 
impressively? (6) 

3. See 19 Down 

4. Engineer gets bikes 
and uses the scrap 
again (8) 

5. A track made by 
mountaineers (6) 

6. Check the flower- 
holder (4) 

11. They cease to exist 
if they’re easy to 
find (8) 

13. Particular pieces 
rewritten by nearly 
everybody (8) 

15. He gets nothing 
in an attempt to 
produce an abstract 
idea (6) 

17. An unusual spread 
had a jarring effect 
( 6 ) 

19. & 3Dn. Exhausted 
dropout (8) 

21. Dramatic pieces 
following the 
gospels (4) 



Quick Clues: 

Across 

7. Blameworthy (13) 

8. Music writer (8) 

9. Departed (4) 

10. Gambol (6) 

12. Sermonize (6) 

14. Abut (6) 

16. Seemly (6) 

18. Heroic (4) 

20. Secretly (8) 

22. Inclusive (13) 


Down 

1. Consumed (8) 

2. Drive (6) 

3. In this way (4) 

4. Brave (8) 

5. Unmarried (6) 

6. Open tart (4) 

11. Ponder (8) 

13. Private meeting (8) 
15. Fill (6) 

17. Fondle (6) 

19. Indigent (4) 

21. Lament (4) 
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Fill in the grid 
above so that 
every column, 
every row and 
each of the 3x3 
boxes contains 
all the digits 
from 1 to 9. 


LAST WEEK’S 
SOLUTIONS > 


LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 1 Apes; 8 Communique; 

9 Feathers; 10 Post; 12 Stroke; 14 Spruce; 

15 Cinema; 17 Rating; 18 Gnat; 19 Pastiche; 

21 Plantation; 22 Side. Down: 2 Pedestrian; 

3 Scot; 4 Ampere; 5 Curses; 6 Dispirit; 7 Rest; 

11 Second-hand; 13 Overtone; 16 Appear; 

17 Rustic; 18 Gaps; 20 Inns. 

QUICK - Across: 1 Toss; 8 Earthquake; 

9 Pretence; 10 Gape; 12 Ignite; 14 Driver; 

15 Foster; 17 Brewer; 18 Tsar; 19 Consider; 

21 Disappoint; 22 Amen. Down: 2 Outrageous; 
3 Sent; 4 Orange; 5 Shield; 6 Quagmire; 7 Mete; 
11 Preference; 13 Interval; 16 Recipe; 17 Bandit; 

18 Tidy; 20 lota. 


r 


Quiz 


1. Goths were divided into Visigoths and 
which other group? 

2. What was founded in 1903 as the first 
English garden city? 

3. In Christianity, what are the highest order of 
angels called? 

4. Which poet won the 1948 Nobel prize for 
literature? 

5. Which clan conspired with the English in 
the Glencoe massacre? 


6. Where was the British Unknown Soldier 
buried in 1920? 

7. Of what is stinkhorn a species? 

8. Which incendiary liquid is a mixture of 
naphthenic and palmitic acids? 

9. What is the oldest British university? 

10. What is the hybrid between a blackberry 
and a raspberry called? 


Last week’s solutions: 

Quiz: 1 Paradise Regained; 2 The Velvet 
Underground; 3 Dwight Eisenhower; 4 New 
Hebrides; 5 Prime minister (of Ireland); 

6 Jeremy Bates; 7 Black Widow; 8 Carol Ann 
Duffy; 9 Dr Graham Leonard; 10 Nigeria. 
Niner: SNOWFIELD 


Niner 




Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters. 


7231485 gives a rhyme, 

9385 gives a composition, 

4689 gives a German song. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 



fHE MAGAZINE FOR THE CITY AND BEYOND 


JOIN US 


1 f 


fxJKR 


WEDDING FAIR 

SUNDAY 25TH FEBRUARY 2018,11AM - 3PM, 

THE MOUNT HOTEL, TETTENHALL WOOD, WOLVERHAMPTON, WV6 8HL. 


'IS i 


WOLVERHAMPTON 


MAGAZINE 


EVENT ORGANISERS CONTACTS 

Deana Jones - 01902 319693 107984 115267 | deana.jones@expressandstar.co.uk 
Leah Edmunds - 01902 3196191 07807 401172 | leah.edmunds@expressandstar.co.uk 
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THERE was a time when the medieval 
market town of Devizes held a particular spot 
in weary travellers’ affections. 

Many people still remember, before motorways and 
ring roads headed west, this special little place being 
a landmark for holidaymakers heading to and from 
Cornwall and Devon. 

A stop-off at Devizes was a must for sandwiches 
in greaseproof paper and tea from a flask. But for me 
only living only five miles away in a little hamlet, where 
villagers viewed Devizes as a dazzling metropolis, it 
was a box of treats .hiding such diverse delights as 
school shoes, cattle feed and cheese. 

How lovely then to go back to my home town, on a 
tour of south Wiltshire and see it through the eyes of a 
tourist, and not one on the road to somewhere else, but 
one intent on enjoying all this 1,000-year-old settlement 
can offer. 


FASCINATING 

Still dominating the skyline, is the Wadworths 
brewery, home of the much venerated 6X ale. The 
scent of its toasted malt fills the streets now, as it did 
then when I was a schoolgirl. A team of shire horses 
still deliver the barrels within a two-mile radius, and it is 
still a major employer. But now, the facade is crisp and 
bedecked with flowers and pride of place is given to a 
smart visitors’ centre. 

Booking in advance is a must for a two-hour tour of 
this fascinating building, where all the ‘big girls and 
boys’ seem to get holiday jobs when I was a youngster. 

The tour includes an opportunity to marvel both at the 
size of the shire horses, and the skills of the brewery’s 
own sign-writers. And what’s not to love about the 
opportunity to taste some of the quality brews at the end 
- and take home a few bonus samples. 


ng left to your own Devizes 


The famous White Horse 
carved into the hillside 




Next on our fresh look at Devizes, was a 90-minute 
cruise aboard the Kenavon Venture along the Kennet 
and Avon Canal. While I’m sure this waterway was there 
when I was a child, I didn’t notice it, and neither had 
anyone with an eye for tourism. 

It’s a beauty. Alongside a bewitching wharf, with cafe, 
curios, antiques and art the Devizes leg snakes through 
the edge of the town and into the Wiltshire countryside, 
with maybe the chance to spot a kingfisher or a water 
vole. There is also, nowadays, a smart new marina and 
a museum. 


Our trip was a lovely opportunity to relax after all the 
beer tasting and to hear all the fascinating snippets of 
canal gossip served up by our crew. 

We were still laughing when we arrived at our perfect 
bed and breakfast, Avalon Lodge, in Rowde. Owner 
Nick greeted us not only with the biggest smile in the 
world but a huge pot of tea and plates of luxury biscuits. 
What’s more, he served them in a serene sitting room 
saved for guests - no annexing of the clientele in this 
lovely establishment. Beautiful decor, plump towels, 
an enormous shower and views over a cottage garden, 


ducks, geese and the hills beyond - perfect. Next 
morning we went somewhere no self-respecting 70s 
teenager would have dared visit - the Wiltshire Museum, 
just off Devizes market place. The more mature me 
loved it, especially in the hands of director David 
Dawson, who gave us a personal guided tour. 

But it was to my own personal timeline that we 
returned for the end of our tour - Market Lavington, 
where I went to secondary school. Devizes, you are no 
longer a town to travel through - you are a destination, 
and a delight. SARAH COWEN-STRONG 




Costa Brava 



Nostalgic Little Trains 

of the Isle of Man 



Isle of Skye 

& Great Highland Railways 


Your Chronicle 



Jersey 

for the Single Traveller 


Departing Sunday 25 Mar Departing Sunday 1 Apr Departing Sunday 15 Apr Departing Friday 27 Apr 

from Birmingham (BHX) • from Birmingham (BHX) from Birmingham (BHX) • from Birmingham (BHX) 


Price Includes... 

✓ Return flights to Barcelona incl. transfers 
l/ 1 piece of hold luggage per person 

✓ 5 nights DBB at a selected 4-star hotel on the 
Costa Brava 

✓ Free bar (3pm-10pm) on local Spanish brands 



Price Includes... 

✓ Return flights to the Isle of Man incl. transfers 
l/ 1 piece of hold luggage per person 

✓ 6 nights DBB at the Hydro Hotel, Douglas 

✓ Heritage train journeys on the Manx Electric 
Railway, Snaefell Mountain Railway & Isle of Man 
Steam Railway 

✓ Excursions to Laxey Wheel, Peel, Moore’s Museum, 
Castletown, Port Erin & Cregneash Folk Village 


7 Days 

by Air 


from 

£ 610 


Price Includes... 

✓ Return flights to Glasgow incl. transfers 

✓ 1 piece of hold luggage per person 

✓ First and last night on a B&B basis at a selected hotel, 
Glasgow area 

✓ 4 nights DBB at the Dunollie Hotel, Isle of Skye 

l/ Heritage train journeys on the West Highland Line & 
the Kyle of Lochalsh to Inverness Railway 
l/ Guided tour of the Isle of Skye 

✓ Ferry from Armadale to Mallaig 

✓ Excursion to the Loch Ness Visitor Centre 

✓ En-route visits to Loch Lomond & Pitlochry 
l/ Escorted by a tour manager in Scotland 


7 Days 

by Air 


from 

£ 880 


Price Includes... 

✓ Return flights to Jersey incl. transfers 
1 piece of hold luggage per person 

✓ 6 nights DBB at the Norfolk Lodge Hotel, St 
Helier 

✓ Island Highlights tour 

✓ 3 day local ‘Liberty’ bus explorer ticket 

✓ Services of a representative in Jersey 



Prices correct at the time of publication, subject to fluctuation and availability. The final price will depend on your chosen airport, airline and flight time. Air holiday operated by Just Go! Holidays under ATOL No.10889. Tours offered subject to availability. Errors and omissions excepted. Prices shown are per person, 
based on two people sharing a dbl/twin room. Single supplements apply 


For more information 
or to book, please call: 


03332 341 875 


nbers are free within 
a minutes packages 
se standard rates apply. 


or visit us 
online at 


justgoholidays.com/RT 
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PROPERTY 


YOUR WEEKLY 
GUIDE TO HOME 
BUYING AND 
LETTING 


Well-presented 
town house on 
sale with no chain 

Having an open day this coming Saturday, 
February 3, this well-presented three/four- 
bedroomed versatile town house in Bloomfield 
Road, Tipton, is for sale through Connells at 
£165,000 with no chain. 

Interested house-hunters are invited to contact 
Connells’ Wednesbury branch to arrange their 
viewing appointment. 

With double glazing and gas central heating 
throughout, this property’s internal accommodation 
briefly comprises of an entrance hall, a guest 
cloakroom/WC, a lounge, a fitted kitchen/diner with 
patio doors leading to the enclosed rear garden, an 
en-suite to the master bedroom, a family bathroom, 
an enclosed rear garden and allocated parking with 
detached garage to the rear. 

The is in a perfect location for commuters and is 
also an ideal first time purchase. In more detail the 
entrance hall has a built-in storage cupboard and 
stairs off to the first floor. 

The guest cloakroom/WC has tiled splash-backs 
and a window to the front. 

Having a range of wall and base units with work 
surfaces over, the kitchen/diner has a window and 
French doors to the rear garden, a stainless steel one 
and a half bowl sink and drainer, an electric oven with 
a gas hob and a cooker hood over, plumbing for a 
dishwasher and a washing machine and space for 
domestic appliances. 

Completing the ground floor is the study/bedroom 
four has a window to the front. 

Off the first floor is the lounge which has an electric 
fire. Bedroom three on this floor overlooks the 
frontage and the family bathroom has a bath with a 
shower over, a wash hand basin, low level WC, part 
tiled walls, laminate flooring and an extractor fan. 

Off the second floor landing, the master bedroom 
has windows to the rear, built-in wardrobes and an 
en-suite shower room with a double shower cubicle, 
wash hand basin, low level WC, part tiled walls, 
laminate flooring and an extractor fan. Bedroom two 
has windows to the front and built-in wardrobes. 

Outside, to the rear of the property is an enclosed 
garden having a slabbed area and a lawned area. 


TIPTON £165,000 




HAVE YOU MET 
. , MY DAD? 


LOVE YOUR® 
POSTCODE 


loveyourpostcode.com 8 I 0121 544 9595 |0800 862 0870 
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AUCTIONS 


BIGWOOD 


15TH FEBRUARY 

Aston Villa Football Ground 
Starting at 10:30am 


AUCTION 


154 LOTS 


To include properties on behalf of: 

Plus properties on behalf of Receivers/Housing Associations 


I Plrmfooharn 

^FJCryC<xr>cJ 



11 Beakes Road, Bearwood 2 Cygnet Road, West Bromwich 77 Olive Lane, Halesowen 107 Grosvenor Road, Handsworth 56 Willingsworth Rd, Wednesbury 

3 Bed Mid Terraced House 2 Bed Semi-Detached House 2 Bed Detached House 3 Bed Detached House 3 Bed End Terraced House 

Guide: £50,000+ (plus fees) Guide: £39,000-£44,000 (plus fees) Guide: £40,000+ (plus fees) Guide: £50,000+ (plus fees) Guide: £65,000+ (plus fees) 



157 Witton Lane, West Bromwich 22 Richard Williams Rd, Wednesbury 42 Windermere Road, Handsworth 

2 Bed Semi Detached House 3 Bed Semi Detached House 2 Bed Mid Terraced House 

Guide: £40,000+ (plus fees) Guide: £19,000-£24,000 (plus fees) Guide: £40,000+ (plus fees) 



47 Alexandra Road, Handsworth 

2 Bed Mid Terraced House 

Guide: £48,000-£52,000 
(plus fees) 


218 Merrivale Road, Bearwood 

2 Bed Residential Investment 
Current Gross Income: £4,030 

Guide: £75,000+ (plus fees) 


Vacant Residential Properties, Residential Investments, Vacant Commercial Properties, Commercial Investments, Land/Development Opportunities, Garages & Ground Rents 


C) 0121 233 5046 Q www.sdlauctions.co.uk ^ @SDLA_Bigwood 

Each property is subject to a Reserve Price which would ordinarily be within + or - 10% of the quoted Guide Price. Therefore the property may not be able to be purchased at the quoted Guide Price. Both Guide and Reserve Prices can be subject to 
change up to and including the day of the auction. For a full explanation go to www.sdlauctions.co.uk/glossary. All Guide Prices are subject to additional non-optional fees, including the buyers administration fee. For the Energy Performance Rating of 
each property please refer to the legal pack, our catalogue or website. Please contact our office for further details or advice. 


connells.co.uk 

Connells 

WEDNESBURY 



0121 556 2338wednesbury@connells.co.uk 

22 Springhead, Wednesbury, West Midlands WS10 9AD AFa - / ! 


Cottage Mews, 
Wood Green Road, 


POA 


The Property 
Ombudsman 

LETTINGS 


Connells Estate Agents in Wednesbury are please to release coming for sale 
very soon a stunning range of 1,2,3 and 4 bedroom homes built by KOK 
Developments. With many choices available these properties offer fantastic 

mmw linhis ft thf ME ^ gall f?r inf? M w mm Y9ur inftmti 

St Martins, Lower 

Church Lane, Tipton £169,995 


•A BRAND NEW THREE BEDROOM HOME COULD BE YOURS 
FROM £135,000 WITH HELP TO BUY SCHEME* CALL FOR MORE 
INFORMATION* The properties have great transport links as well as 


Wednesbury Office 


Contact Connells Estate Agents in Wednesbury, your number one selling 
and letting agent in the town for your FREE market assessment. We 
offer a 6 week challenge with a no sale no fee policy to sell you’re home. 

SAIL 59NNELLS 9N glSIEfflffl 


Ferguson Drive, 
Tipton 


£70,000 


•MODERN TWO BEDROOM GROUND FLOOR APARTMENT WITH NO UPWARD 
CHAIN* The apartment is located in a popular location for access to train stations 
and local amenities. Property has lounge, dining area, kitchen, bathroom, two 


111 


II 


Leabrook Road,Wednesbury, 

WSIO 7NW. 

Connells Estate Agents in Wednesbury 

are pleased to release a range of brand 
new two bedroom detached bungalows. 

Having generous living space 

- throughout and good size rear gardens - 

the accommodation comprises lounge, kitchen, bathroom, two bedrooms, 
off road parking, double glazing and central heating. 

Reservations are being taken now so call us to arrange your inspection of the show home. 
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AUCTIONS 

AUCTION 


15th February 2018 

-BIGWOOD- 

at Aston Villa Football Ground 


View: 2/2 @ 13.15; 3/2 


View: 2/2 @ 10.45; 3/2 @ 14.45; 5/2 @ 10.45 & 7/2 @ 14.25 



34 Argyle Road, Wolverhampton 
3 bed mid terraced house 
Guide: £19,000 - £24,000 
(plus fees) 


Lower Villiers St, Wolverhampton 
3 bed semi detached house 
Guide: £49,000 - £54,000 
(plus fees) 


Cavendish Gds, Wolverhampton 
3 bed semi detached house 
Guide: £39,000 - £44,000 
(plus fees) 


46 Limes Road, Tettenhall 
3 bed mid terraced house 
Guide: £50,000+ 
(plus fees) 


View: 5/2 @ 15.45; 7/2 @ 10.00 & 10/2 @ 10.00 ■ View: 5/2 @ 10.00; 7/2 @ 15.45 & 10/2 @ 15.45 ■ View: 3/2 @ 12.45; 5/2 @ 12.45 & 7/2 @ 12.45 I View: 5/2 @ 14.45, 7/2 @ 11.00 & 10/2 @ 11.00 I View: 5/2 @ 13.30; 7/2 @ 12.15 & 10/2 @ 12.15 






ms 



11 Beakes Road, Bearwood 
4 bed mid terraced house 
Guide: £50,000+ 
(plus fees) 


107 Grosvenor Road, 
Handsworth 
3 bed detached house 
Guide: £50,000+ (plus fees) 


34 Fowler St, Wolverhampton 
2/3 bed semi detached bungalow 
Guide: £29,000 - £34,000 
(plus fees) 


105 Bunns Lane, Dudley 
3 bed semi detached house 
Guide: £69,000 - £74,000 
(plus fees) 


View: 5/2 @ 11.30; 7/2 @ 14.15 & 10/2 @ 14.15 ■ View: 3/2 


123 Ivyhouse Lane, Coseley 
2 bed mid terraced house 

Guide: £19,000-£24,000 
(plus fees) 


11.45 & 10/2 @ 11.45 



173 Great Bridge Road, Bilston 
3 bed semi detached house 
Guide: £29,000 - £34,000 
(plus fees) 


Longdon Avenue, Goldthorn Park 89 Blackhalve Lane, Wednesfield 
3 bed semi detached house 2 bed mid terraced house 

Guide: £79,000 - £84,000 Guide: £19,000 - £24,000 

(plus fees) (plus fees) 


369 Stafford Road, 
Wolverhampton 
3 bed semi detached house 
Guide: £50,000+ (plus fees) 


24 Galbraith Close, Bilston 
3 bed semi detached house 
Guide: £39,000 - £44,000 
(plus fees) 


View: 3/2 @ 14.00; 5/2 @ 11.30 & 7/2 @ 14.00 I View: 5/2 @ 10.45; 7/2 @ 15.00 & 10/2 @ 15.00 I View: 5/2 @ 13.00; 7/2 @ 12.45 & 10/2 @ 12.45 I View: 3/2 @ 11.00; 5/2 @ 14.30 & 7/2 @ 11.00 I View by appointment with the auctioneer 



12 Wolverley Avenue, Penn 
3 bed semi detached house 
Guide: £69.000 - £74,000 
(plus fees) 


2 Cygnet Road, West Bromwich 
2 bed semi detached house 
Guide: £39,000 - £44,000 
(plus fees) 


1A Woodcross Lane, 
Wolverhampton 
4 bed semi detached house 
Guide: £50,000+ (plus fees) 


3 Giffard Road, Wolverhampton 
3 bed semi detached house 
Guide: £39,000 - £44,000 
(plus fees) 


Malcolm Court, Wolverhampton 

Current gross income: £4,500 pa 

Guide: £29,000 - £34,000 
(plus fees) 


© 0121 233 5046 © www.sdlbigwood.co.uk 10 @SDLBigwood 

Please note charges may apply in addition to the purchase price. Any additional fees will be confirmed in the legal pack which can be downloaded from our website, inspected at our offices or in the 
auction room before bidding. For a definition of Guide Price & Reserve Price please refer to our catalogue or website. For the Energy Performance Rating of each property please refer to the legal pack, 
our catalogue or website. Please contact our office for further details or advice. 


Sandwell Chronicle Thursday, February 1,2018 






















































PROPERTY 



Three-bed home in 
a quiet cul-de-sac 


WEDNESBURY 

£ 130,000 


This well-proportioned and well-presented three- 
bedroomed semi-detached family home in Warwick 
Avenue, Wednesbury, lies in a quiet cul-de-sac that 
only features a handful of properties. 

On the popular Woods Estate, close to schools and 
amenities, it is for sale through Skitts Estate Agents at 
£ 130 , 000 . 

Its centrally-heated accommodation incorporates a 
lounge/diner and a kitchen. 

The full accommodation briefly comprises a reception 
hall, a lounge/diner, kitchen, two front bedrooms and 
one rear bedroom and a bathroom and a separate WC. 
There are gardens to both the front and rear. 

Contact Skitts Estate Agents on 0121 505 1818. 



Link-detached 
property really 
stands out for 
being stylish 

OLDBURY 

£ 194,950 «< 


This three-bedroomed link 
detached property in Ditta 
Drive, Oldbury, really stands 
out from the crowd. 

With flexible living space, this 
house is an ideal family home. 

It is for sale through 
loveyourpostcode.com at 
£ 194 , 950 . 

The property has a front 
garden with a side driveway for 
two vehicles. 

The first reception room has 
a bay window. The modern 
fitted kitchen/diner includes 
fitted appliances. 

The ground floor is 
completed with a downstairs 
WC. Upstairs the master 
bedroom has an en-suite. 
There is a second double 
bedroom and a third single 
bedroom and the bathroom. 

Contact loveyourpostcode. 
com on 0800 862 0870. 


Cottons 

CHARTERED SURVEYORS 


www.cottons.co.uk 



THE ORCHARD MANOR. 42 SLANEY ROAD, 
WALSALL 


115 SANDBEDS ROAD, 
WILLENHALL 



Forthcoming 
Auction 


Cottons 

CHARTERED SURVEYORS 


50 LOTS INCLUDED 

For full details of our lots available, or 
for advice on any aspect of Buying or 
Selling by Auction. 

Call our friendly and professional 
Auction team on 0121 247 2233 


WEDNESDAY NTH FEBRUARY 2018 

to be held at The Aston Villa Football Club 


Considering Buying at Auction? 

Call for your Catalogue 

Considering Selling by Auction? 

Call for your No Obligation Appraisal 



Auctioneers of Residential and Commercial Property, 
Land and Development Opportunities 


Tel: 0121 247 2233 or 
email auctions@cottons.co.uk 
www.cottons.co.uk 



27 CECIL STREET, THE BUTTS, 
WALSALL 



89 HAWBUSH ROAD, 
BRIERLEY HILL 



DEVELOPMENT SITE, 
WOODLAND STREET, STOKE-ON-TRENT 


280 THIMBLEMILL ROAD, 
SMETHWICK 


100/104A/112 HIGH STREET, WEDNESFIELD, 
WOLVERHAMPTON 


192 NORMAN ROAD, 
SMETHWICK 


18 WILSON ROAD, 
BRIERLEY HILL 
























































Aeriels 


Carpets 


Driveways 


MATT WALTERS 
DIGITAL AERIALS 




your LOCAL Aerial/Satellite specialist 
Aerials - Satellite Dishes Fitted From £65 
. ANY LIKE FOR LIKE 
QUOTATION BEATEN 
Senior Citizen Discounts 
2 Year Guarantee 
Digital Aerials/Freeview/Freesat 
SKY HD/ SKY+/MULTIROOM 
SKY Q specialist 

Free Quotation • Repairs • Free Call Out 
Same Day service • Freeview Specialist 


£10 OFF ON PRODUCTION OF THIS ADVERT 


Sandwell Based 
0121 441 2891 
Mobile: 07853 253176 



We’ll bring 100’s of carpet samples 
bed and sofa brochures to your door 



Double Divan Bed 
Free Headboard 
2 Free Drawers 
Was £699 NOW £399 


J. J. Digital Aerials m 


UP TO 5QS/0 



3 Seater Sofa Divan Beds and 
only Mattresses 

£399 ,rom on| V 
£72 


Carpets 

from 

£3.50sq yd 


PLUS FREE FITTING 

(on selected carpets T & C’s Apply) 


Installation of Digital, Freeview & Satellite 

WE GUARANTEE TO 
BEAT ANY LIKE FOR LIKE QUOTE 

AERIALS £65 •SATELLITE £80 
SELF EMPLOYED EXPERT WHO YOU CAN TRUST 

Friendly, reliable service 

0121 5306785/07919 597626 


Check out our video and 5 star reviews on Pf 
We cover all areas WWW.ablecarpetS.CO.uk 




0121 S88 7116 

West Brom, Walsall 
Wednesbury 


0121 630 3633 

Tipton, Oldbury 
Smethwick 


01902 880641 

Upper Gornal 
Sedgley, W’ton 


Decorating 


HUNTER BUILD* 

* Kitchen and Bathroom Specialist * UPVC Windows and Doors 
‘Fascia and Sols* Plastering and Tiling 

* Complete House Renovations * Family Run Business 

For quote 

07752506695 I 01215567203 


Co our tone 

Interior & exterior painting 
and decorating 

• Special rates for OAPs 

• 25 years experience 

• Fully insured 

0121 434 5679 07507 070786 



Driveway & Patio Cleaning 


RJL Driveway 


Cleaning 


Carpentry 


Simply Doors Walsall 

Internal & External Door Suppliers & Fitters 




6 internal 
pre-finished doors 
fully fitted for 

£450 

complete with handles 


External UPVC and composite doors 
also available 

Opening 

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM Ho "" 

Unit 44, Pleck Road, Walsall WS2 9XX 

01922 623151 or 07810 122133 
www.simplydoorswalsall.co.uk 


CLEANCARE 

Carpet & Upholstery 
Cleaners 

Fully Trained 
Insured 

Estover 12 years 
Friendly service 
For free quotes 
Call 

(07816) 817744 
Tel:0121 503 0854 


M&B 

PAINTING & 
DECORATORS 

Over 25 years experience 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

All quotes include white paint 
for woodwork and ceilings 
For a FREE friendly quote 

Call Mick on 07896054108 
or Bart on 07825568581 


j 


• Jet Washing Specialists 

• Block Paving Repairs 

• Re-sanding 

All aspects of driveway 
cleaning undertaken 


Please call for no obligation quotation 

0121 574 3092 
07597 800 137 


Electricians 


Garage Doors 



L M S 
GARAGE DOORII 

All types of doo|p 
supplied and fitted 

Fast low cost, same 
day repairs 

For a free survey an d] 
quote call 

0121 559 0455 
07592 I 18701 


ELECTRICIAN 

Fully guaranteed work 
Honest reliable service 


ANT 


ELECTRIC 


Ring Tony or Julie on 

07974 428 603 
KEEP IT LOCAL 


‘No Job Too Small’ 


MBfJ electric 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality mmm 

local service call: , 


mbelectric. co. uk 


Whitehouse 
Electrical & Sons 

Professional and reliable service 

• Complete Rewires 

• Shower Installations 

• Testing - Inspection 

• Fuseboard Upgrades 

• Domestic - Commercial 

• Security Alarms 

• Landlord Certs 

FREE QUOTES - 24 HOUR CALLOUT 

07766 105131 

Florence Road, Tipton, DY4 ONR 
www.whitehouseelectricalsons.co.uk 

Registered Company EPP31221 



Lawley & Son 

DRIVEWAYS 


* Trees carefully pruned 

* Specialist in maintenance free gardens 

* Trimming 

* Felling 

* Turfing 

* Pollarding 

* Patios/Slabbing 

* Block-paving specialists 
» Drives 
» Patios 

> Paths Building work undertaken 

Tarmacing - Red or Black 
Professional quality work at 

competitive prices 

A ll work undertaken 


CALL NOW FOR A FREE ESTIMATE 

0121 574 3092 or 07957 368422 or 07376 612163 



Gardening 


Elffi 


Tree Surgeon Specialist "Stump Grinding/Root Removal 
Hedges Pruned/Shaped "Jungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 
"Fencing "Turfing "Concreting "Driveways & Patios 
"Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation Quotation 

www.rowangroup.co.uk 
01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


i iT I AGE CONCERN & Local Authority Contractor, N.P.T.C. qualified, 
I Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) All staff C.R.B. Certified 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 


J L Garden & Tree Services 

Garden Maintenance & Tree Felling 
Tree Felling 

C Garden Maintenance 

- 

■dr 


All Debris Removed 


Call Jason for a No Obligation Quote 
Fully Insured 



Tel: 01922 443193 
Mob: 07809 431703 PTC 


Visit Website for FREE call back 
www.jlgardenandtreeservices.co.uk 


T.L.S. Creative Gardening 


• Block Paving • Slabbing • Brickwork 
• Tongue & Groove Sheds • Fencing 
• Turfing • Wrought Iron Gates & Fencing 

For a FREE quote call: 

0121-601-8034 
07833-312-126 
07906-867776 

www.tlscreativegardens.co.uk 





































































































f SPECIAL OFFER 1 


f Sure stop remote stop cocks. Stops leaks instantly 

No job too small 


Not sure? 

Just call and to save you 
cost I will call you back 

07804 124 730 


SPECIALIST 

PLASTERER 

Affordable, 

Dependable, 

Reliable 

No job too small 

Call 07538 718264 


Plumbing & Heating 


MCP PLUMBING 
& HEATING 


All Plumbing, Gas and Central Heating 
Work Undertaken 
Servicing and Repairs 
Bathroom and Kitchen Installation 

07852150057 






Steve Smith Gas Services 

07817 906745/ 01562 730882 


• Landlord Checks • Spare Parts 

• General/Breakdown Service 

• Maintainance and Installations of Cookers, 
Fires etc • Gas Cowls and Flue Liners 

• Ex British Gas over 24 years experience 


KEN 

BANNISTER 

Plumbing and Heating 


All Plumbing, 
Central Heating 
undertaken. 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Free estimate and advice 

07964 997 945 
0121 557 5959 



Plumbing 


STS Plumbing & Tiling Services 


ALL GENERAL PLUMBING & TILING WORK UNDERTAKEN 



For more info call now on 0121 434 5679 / 07507 070786 


U S E H O L D- 

_ M B I N 

(General Plumbing and Bathrooms) 

All installations and repairs ( 
Supply and fit or fit only 

TIDY, MODERN APPROACH. REGISTERED PLUMBER 
No job too small. Friendly service. Free advice and quotes 

v Tel: Neil 07968 786449 - 0121-602 6776 A 
V*r www.household-plumbing.co.uk 




Toptaps 

Plumbing 


Plumbing 


Clive Colby 


Roofing 


Owner professional tradesman 

For all your plumbing and heating 
services 24HR CALL OUT 

All West Midlands and Birmingham 
areas covered 

07874 363307 

toptapsplumbing@outlook.com 

toptapsplumbing.doodlekit.com 


Property Maintenance 


W.H. SERVICES 
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 

★ Fitted Kitchens ★ Damp Proofing 
★ Fitted bathrooms ★ Tiling (wall and floor) ★ Flooring 
★ Complete House Renovation 

★ Flat Roofs ★ Plastering 

★ Painting & Decorating 
★ Plumbing / emergencies 

★ Building work 

, All work guaranteed 
For a FREE quote call 
Wayne on: 

Tel: 0121 5565294 Mobile: 07817 727261 




Roofing 


Al I 


Slating, Tiling, New Roofs, Flat 
Roofs, Chimneys, Guttering, Ridges, 
Flashings, uPVC Fascia Cladding 

FREE ESTIMATES • FAST RELIABLE SERVICE 

Over 30 years experience 

© 0121 420 1582 

NO CALL OUT CHARGE 

Mobile Number: 07947 839451 
allweatherroofingwestmids.co.uk 
allweatherroofinguk@outlook.com 




■k 


A1 Little Job Man © 


(Part of the Imperial Residential Group) 

Over 35 years experience 

• Fast Roof Repairs • Felt Work & Guttering 

• New Roofs Chimneys & Valleys 

• uPVC Fascias & Guttering FREE Quotes 

• All Building Work Undertaken 

• All Work Guaranteed • All Areas Covered 


EESl 

fill 1 


0121 553 3020 




V Tom Corbett Roofing Seriiices 


Telephone: 0121 5000915 Mobile: 01331344199 

• Flat Roof Repaired or Renewed 
Slate & Tile Repairs 

Ridge, Hip & Chimney Repointing 
Gutter Replacement & Cleaning 


•Fascias • Sofits • Dry Verge 
•Pointing • Gutter Cleaning And Repair 
Premium Products Expertly Fitted 
With Full Manufacture Guarantee. 

For A Free Quote call 
□1384 468831 / 07885 575865 

www.eli-teplas-ticsupvc.co.uk 



Rubbish Removal 


A.J.B. Waste Management 


Try us for a FREE no obligation quotation 

FOR A CHEAP RUBBISH REMOVAL 6 DAYS 

Small jobs NOT A PROBLEM 
We load, No Skips, Free quotation 

GARDEN, HOUSEHOLD, SHED, GARAGE, 

WHITE GOODS, HOUSE CLEARANCES FURNITURE. 

You can also bring your own waste /. 

to our fully licensed transfer station 

CALL TODAY AND LETS TALK RUBBISH 


Tel 0121520 7731 ~ 




EST. 

SINCE 1992 


ROB’S 
RUBBISH fE 

A CHEAP RUBBISH Iff 
REMOVAL 7 DAYS 

Small Jobs NO PROBLEM A - - 

We load, No Skips, Free Estimates 

Garden, Household, Shed, Garage, Fridges, White Goods, 
House Clearances, Furniture 

0121 500 6033 

07938 207122 


ALWAYS 

V.S.K. 

RUBBISH 

REMOVAL 


Household Waste, 

Shed & Garage Clearance 
House & Garden Clearance 
Tree Felling, 

Also Conifers Lopped 

0121-532 2392 

FREE QUOTES 

West Bromwich 



Skip Hire 


RUSSELL SKIPS 




(Ol 21) 520 3388 
07721 387990 




All size skips and all areas covered 
Same day delivery faster than 
A phone call!!! 

Open 7 days a week 


07920 88 57 74 or 01384 24 09 56 


You should 
be able 
to trust the 
ads you see. 

If an ad is wrong, 

the ASA is here to put it right. 


ASA.org.uk 

















































































































ClassifiedAds 


Buy Local, Sell Local 


Funeral Directors 



MISSING OR LOST 

From Wordsworth Street, 
West Bromwich,'Tinker', 
large, friendly black cat, 
wearing collar and name tag. 
If seen please ring 07522 
788699 anytime. 



i Family 



STRIDER SPORT MOBILITY 
SCOOTER, 

as new with front and rear lights 
and suspension, also velcro 
shoeing bag, 

01922 647302. 



Leisure 
L Time 


★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 

★ All Caravans Wanted * 

★ Any Age or Condition ★ 
J *CASH * WAITING* I 

★ Immediate collection ★ 
J Call Bill on 07825 325 913 J 
★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 



CARAVAN for sale, North Wales, 
must go, fees paid till 2019. Quick 
sale, mint condition. 07590 124226. 



STATIC CARAVAN 


Modern 6 berth atlas debonair 
35 x 12. Kitchen, 2 bedrooms, 
lounge, bathroom with shower 
gated decking. Fully heated. 
Woodland holiday pk tywyn. 

£14,995 ono 
07773 882409 


CARAVAN FOR SALE 

BARMOUTH BAY HOLIDAY PARK 
TAL-Y-BONT, NICE POSITION, 
ELEVATED PLOT, SEA AND 
MOUNTAIN VIEWS 
£35,995 o.n.o. INC SITE FEE TO 
MARCH 2019 



Caravans from £10,995 
Near Aberystwyth 

12 months owner season! Amazing 
facilities, funding options available 
from 10% deposit (T&C’s apply) 

Call Ciaran on 07542456117 
or email 

CiaranAndrewWilliams@outlook.com 


holidays 


Home & 
Services 


THE BEATLES 

Please Please Me LP, 
PCS3042, 1963, stereo, black 
parlophone label. 

Mint condition. 

£1,500 

07526 001796. 


FURNITURE NOT SOLD? Donate it 
to Katharine House Hospice. We 
collect for free. Telephone 
Cannock 01543 466885, Stafford 
01785 247630, House clearance 
service 01785 760715. 


READERS ARE REMINDED 

to check with any Advertisers 
that their holiday costs are fully 
covered by a recognised bonding or 
insurance scheme. 



JUMBLE SALE 
Saturday, February 3. 

at 12 noon. 

St. Peter's Church Hall, 
Whitehall Road, 
West Bromwich. 

Admission 20p. 



MEMORY FOAM Double mattress, 
immaculate condition, genuine 
reason for sale. £55 ono. 

0121 505 1255. 

TEXAS FAUX leather sofa bed, 
small double, brown, by Bensons, 
as new, still boxed, cost £349, 
offers around £150. 07596 772110 


JUMBLE SALE 

Saturday, February 3 
at 2pm. 

Charlemont Methodist 
Church, 

Charlemont Road, 
West Bromwich B71 3DU. 
Admission 20p. 




imlm jM iiU 

A MUST CLEAR OUT FOR NEW STOCK 


AUTOS FROM £89, COOKERS, 
FRIDGE FREEZERS, ALL DOMESTIC 
APPLIANCES AT SALE PRICE! 

- Past & Present - 


24 - 26 church street, Bilston 
(opposite town hall). 
01902 403770 


Free Ad 

IT'S FREE, IT'S EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 



Antique Fairs 


* ANTIQUE/ * 
COLLECTORS 
VINTAGE FAIR 

CORNBOW HALL, HAGLEY STREET, 
HALESOWEN, B63 3AT 

FRIDAY 9TH FEBRUARY 

8:30 AM - 3 PM 

★ 07783 680 627 ★ 


Church Events 


BINGO 

St Peters Church Hall, 
Whitehall Road, 
West Bromwich 
Small friendly group 
8pm Tuesday 
No entrance fee 


6x5 

Lap Panels 

£17 each (incvat) 
WS32BQ 

Bloxwich Fencing Ltd 

or 01922 712184 


CHESTNUT 
SHEDS AND 
FENCING LTD 

Manufacturers and Suppliers of 
Heavy Duty Fully Tanalised Sheds, 
Summerhouses & 

All Garden Buildings. 

Super Quality/Competitive Prices 
Bespoke Buildings Fitting Available 
Unit 17, Oak Street, 
Quarry Bank DY5 2JH 
01384 913422/01384 569779 
www.chestnutshedsandfencing.co.uk 




Supply and Fit or DIY 

Credit cards taken • Free quotes 
WS32BQ 


01922 712184 



ASH RECLAMATION new and 

used building materials, upvc doors 
and windows 01543 453222. 


ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

That the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly differentiate 
between Private and Trade. 


ASH RECLAMATION 

All reclaimed 
building materials 

UPVC doors and windows 
New and Used 
Gatehouse Trading Est. 
Lichfield Road, Brownhills, 
WS8 6JZ 

01543 453222 
07956 627367 


✓ CASH PAID ✓ 
£300+PER OUNCE 

FOR 9 CARAT GOLD. 
ANY AMOUNT COLLECTED! 
Lady Buyer 

gold coins, pre - 47 silver coins, 
watches, costume jewellery, porcelain, 
any oriental items, old brass items, any 
silver items, War medals military etc. 
HOUSE CLEARANCES! 

Call: 01922 495066 . 

V or 07971 783206 ^ 


HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


READERS ARE ADVISED to 

carefully consider all of their options 
before agreeing to the sale of any 
of their items. 



VINTAGE TOYS 


Star Wars, He-Man, Ghost 
Busters, Ninja Turtles, Corgi or 
Dinky. 

All vintage toys considered. 

Good prices paid. 
Unleash the cash in your loft. 

Call Tony on 07812 903338. 



READERS ARE REMINDED 

that they may require profes¬ 
sional advice before entering into 
obligations. 


CLIENT COMPUTERS Certified 
technician and microsoft partner. 
Repair and maintain laptops and 
pcs. Virus removal, broken 
screens, wifi, windows problem etc. 
Laptops available. 0121 556 9481 


CLIENT 

COMPUTERS 



Certified technician & 
Microsoft partner. 
Repair & maintain laptops 
and PCs. In West Midlands. 
Virus removal, broken 
screens, wifi. 
Windows problems etc. 
Home visits or bring to me. 
Long established. 
Laptops available. 

0121 556 9481 


specialists at 
your service 


r 

Aerials 

1 



f\/~\ rnjpniTPfi El m! 

/AYAi/nuMng 


AERIALS FITTED FROM £79.99 

m&msmommmm 


A AERIAL AND SKY SPECIALIST 

Digital aerials, CCTV cameras, TV 
wall mount fitted. 07850 330251. 


CLASSIFIEDS 
FOR YOU! 



“I am very pleased 
with the response 
I get from my 
Classified 
Advertising 
Contract” 

Steve - 

AA Digital Aerials 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


Alarms/Security 


PREMIER 

ALARMS 

Supplied and Fitted £249 
Servicing and Repairs 
12 Months Warranty 
All areas covered 
All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791 


Bathrooms 


BATHROOM DESIGN All bath¬ 
rooms fitted, tiling, flooring, com¬ 
plete bathrooms: 07850 382548. 



\ 

Building Services 

V 



APPROVED CONTRACTOR 

All damp problems, roofing, all 
building & all plastering work. 
Free quotes 07538118034 
or 01902 752161. 



N 

Building Supplies 

V_ 

RECLAIMED BRICKS, Tiles, 
Slates, Oakbeams, Flooring, York 
Stone. Cawarden 01889 574066. 
sales@cawardenreclaim.co.uk 

\ 

Carpentry & Joinery 

V_ 

SPR CARPENTRY Six internal pre¬ 
primed doors fully fitted from £370. 
0121 5322672 or 07958 552625. 

\ 

Carpet Fitters 

V _ 

A CARPETS & VINYLS supplied or 
just fitted, quality samples brought 
to your home, no job too small, free 
quotes call Mark 01543 820598 / 
07941 619694. 

\ 

CCTV 

V_ 

RAPID SECURITY CCTV & Alarms 
Cameras, supplied and fitted, 
domestic and commercial, same 
day service, free call out. Call Robbi 
on 07960 173589/ 0800 633 5899. 

Data & Network N 
v Cabling 

ALL CABLING FOR BROADBAND 

Internet, Telephone, Extensions 
and Repairs Call 07960 173 589 or 
0800 633 5899. 

N 

Driveways & Patios 

V 


P.W DRIVEWAYS 

The Block Paving Specialists. 

Patios, Driveways, Pathways etc. 

SPECIAL OFFER £50 PSM 
(JANUARY ONLY) 

Free Quotes & Advice 

0800 747 1435 


Fencing 


CLASSIFIEDS 
FOR YOU! 



“I am extremely happy with 
the service I get from my 
Express & Star Classified 
Sales Representatives and 
would recommend them to 
anyone! They have done a 
very professional job with 
my website so I get online 
enquiries as well now.” 
Michael- 
Portway Fencing 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


mPORTWfty 
W FENCING 


SPECIAL OFFER 

7 0 Bays of quality fencing, concrete posts, 
gravel boards £ 6 95 

Heavy duty panels supplied & fitted. 


0121 531 5250/07866 137 656 
Mon - Fri 8am - 4.30pm 

Sat 8am -12noon m illlM 

83 Portway Rd, W'bury 


C B SHEDS 
& FENCING 

We supply & fit. Free quotes. 
Call: 01922 720270 

We also supply sleepers and decking 



Garage 

l Conversions 


ALL GARAGE CONVERSIONS 
CATERED FOR OAP discounts, 
Free quotes call 07522 643706 


Gardening Services 

v_ 


Landywood Tree & Landscaping Services 


jTy All garden work, tree felling/lopping, 
^ pruning, hedges trimmed, turf, 

\ | patios, fencing, block-paving etc. 
www.landywoodlandscaping.co.uk 


01922898710 / 07973177 976 


Gas Fitting 


GAS 

SERVICES 

• Boilers • Cookers 

• Fires • Gas Checks 

• Landlord Certificates 

• Gas Leaks Traced 

Fitted, Serviced and Repaired 
Same Day Service 
Free Quotes 

DISCOUNTS FOR OAPs 


Call: 01902 366855/ 
07761 973975 


Gates 


ALL METAL GATES,RAILINGS, 

etc. Free quotes, also repairs & 
fitting. 07903 500642 24 hours. 

DARLASTON FABS 30 years exp in 
supplying/fitting gates and railings. 
Free quotes: 07497 667752. 

\ 

Handyman Services 


HANDY MAN - Most trades, plumb¬ 
ing, heating, gardening & decorat¬ 
ing. Gutter clean no ladders, free 
quotes call 07850 559315. 



FREE QUOTES 

All work guaranteed, Most trades 
covered, References available on 
request. No job too big or too small! 

CALL MIKE: 07947 621047 
0121 6010479 


N 

House Clearances 

V 

A1 HOUSE CLEARANCE 

Full, part and single 
rubbish removed. 

Garage and sheds cleared. 
Leather 3 piece suites and 
leather chesterfields wanted. 

01922 492007 

A1 HOUSE 
CLEARANCE 

Full, part and single 
rubbish removed. 

Garage and sheds cleared. 
Leather 3 piece suites and 
leather chesterfields wanted. 

01922 492007 

A ABSOLUTE BEST cash price paid 
for house clearances and bereave¬ 
ments. Also removals undertaken. 

07852 172641 / 07710 360327 / 
01902 534021 

CLEARANCE 

Professional family run business 
House clearances full or part, 
also garages, sheds etc. 
Telephone Kev 

N 

Kitchen Fitters 

V_ 

THE KITCHEN FITTER Over 20 
years experience. Call 07881 
654757 or 01543 373233. 

\ 

Lock Services 

V 

LOCKRITE local father and daugh¬ 
ter locksmiths, lock-outs, broken 
locks, UPVC specialist, 24hr 
service. 01922 780078. 

"N 

Plans Prepared 

V_ 

ADAM DESIGN, Building Plans. 
Drawn and submitted to council. 
Tel: 01902 620200/07841 654037. 
Email: adamdesign@sky.com 

"\ 

Plastering 

V 

MINT PLASTERING 

For the very best in plastering and rendering, 
full rooms inc materials from 110. Halls, 
stairs and landings from 200 

30 years experience. 

Free quotes. All work guaranteed 

01543 327130/07519 694516 

MINT PLASTERING & rendering 30 
yrs exp. All work guaranteed. 
01543 327130 or 07519 694516. 

STEVES PLASTERING SERVICE 

Clean and Reliable, All Work 
Undertaken, All Areas. Call 
0121 567 5919 / 07977 262943. 

\ 

Plumbing & Heating 

v _ 

A.A HEATING & PLUMBING All gas 

work. Install/ Service/ Repair. Free 
quotes call: 07540 950588. 

ALL PLUMBING WORK 
UNDERTAKEN 

No job too large. All work 
guaranteed. 

Call Will for a free quote 

07521 411108 

PLUMBING WORK UNDERTAKEN 

No job too small or large. Call Will 
for a free quote on: 07521 411108. 

\ 

Removals 

v_ 

CALL DEAN NOW: For all your 
Removal needs. 07429 453209/ 
01902 830870 / 01384 940260. 

KT HOUSE REMOVALS 

12 years experience. 

SINGLE ITEMS TO FULL LOADS. 
LOCAL OR DISTANCE. FULLY INSURED. 

Free Quotes - Call Ric on: 

07771 727119 

KC REMOVALS We beat any quote, 
full or part loads, all areas. Anything 
considered. Call on 07867 86222 a 

KT REMOVALS 12 yrs exp. Single 
items to full load removals. Local / 
distance. Call Ric: 07771 727119. 

*\ 

Roofing 

V 

MG ROOFING 

Flat Roofing, Tiling, Roof Repairs, 
Fascias and Gutters. 

Call 01902 238989 / 
07580 465449. 

www.mgroofingwestmidlands.co.uk 

A 

Rubbish Removal 

V_ 


LETS TALK RUBBISH No Skips 
Needed.Load/Remove any Waste, 
House Clearance. 07969 628382 


= \ 

Skip Hire 

v; 


A absolute affordable skip 

RUSSELL 

SKIPSO 

Mini, midi skips 
Prompt delivery / collection 
(0121) 520 3388 / 07721 387990 


AAA SKIP HIRE all sizes available, 
competitive prices : 01922 711411 
(option 2) or 07592 940556. 


GOLDSHILL SKIPS 

Bring your own waste 
cheaper than skips. General, 
Green, Wood waste any size 
vehicle. Phone for prices: 

0121 557 3346 

STONES SKIP HIRE 

0121 557 1480 / 07886 721875 
www.stonesskiphire.co.uk 


Upholstery 


MR B’S UPHOLSTERY 


RE- UPHOLSTERING OF SOFA’S, 
DINING FURNITURE, CARAVANS, 
CAR RETRIMS AND MORE. 

www.mrbsupholstery.co.uk 


01543500677 07738851601 


t.v. / home 
entertainment 


Service 

v_ 

AERIAL AND TV SPECIALIST 

Any TV Repairs. Digital aerials, sky, 
CCTV cameras. TV wall mounts 
and TV set ups. 07850 330251. 


[ 

m 


L 

Pets & 
Animals 


ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses, Donkeys or Ponies 
have the required Passport infor¬ 
mation. 



.177 AIR RIFLE. Diana model 38 
.177 air rifle and scope. Excellent 
condition. New gun sleeve, plus 
500 pellets. £170. 0121 556 8535. 

NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and using 
guns. 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 
purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 
Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it's 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 
Whilst Midland News 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 


BUY 

LOCAL 

SELL 

LOCAL 

01902 317878 

r ClassifiedAds 
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32 ClassffiedAds 


01902 3178781 bookanad.expressandstar.co.uk 



Commercial 

Premises 


UNITS AND OFFICE SPACE to let in 

Oldbury, West Bromwich and 
Walsall. Easy Terms. Ashmore 
Properties 0121 520 5318. 



READERS are recommended to 
take appropriate professional 
advice before entering into any 
obligations. 



Property 





NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments/contracts. 

NOTICE TO READERS 

It is an offence under the Accom¬ 
modation Agencies Act 1953, for an 
Agency to charge a fee simply for 
the registration of your require¬ 
ments and/or supplying particulars 
of premises to let. 


J9 

Accommodation 


NO DEPOSIT 

★MOVE IN TODAY* 

Studios 
from £90pw* 
Rooms 
from £65 pw* 

*lncludes Most Bills 

CHECK WEBSITE FOR LIVE LIST 


CWQ2B80&lJ80 

J9accommodation.com 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 


m 


mmumm 


We buy houses 

Sell your house fast 

- avoid repossession 

- behind on payments 

-job relocation 

- unwanted inheritance 

What more - 
we buy in any condition 
No estate agent fees 
We pay all your legal fees 

! ACT NOW! 

Contact us on: 

07796801219/07988882090 


SELL IT 
FAST 
SELL IT 
LOCAL 

01902 317878 

Classified 



of purchase price 

*f.uerv*ti mi E 1 . 


Your House CASH 



You agree the price, we buy the house... 

• NO AGENTS FEES • COMPLETION TO SUIT YOU 

• FREE SOLICITORS • ANY HOUSE, ANY CONDITION 




Jobs 




Motoring 





CLASS 1 DRIVERS wanted. Steel 
experience preferred, but not 
essential. Nights out available if 
wanted. Gross pay approx £700 
p.w. (plus Nights out) Call Dan 
Butler on 07791 320040. 

Immediate start available. 

HGV 2 DRIVER required for flat 
deliveries countrywide, no multi 
drops permanent position, training 
on HlAB available. Small friendly 
company Tel 0121 5570320 



DOCTORS SURGERY Deputy 
manager/senior receptionist Apply 
to 88 Hill Top, West Bromwich, B70 
0RT. Tel 0121 502 5818 



OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 


ABC AUTO SALVAGE 
WANTED URGENT 

Scrap & MOT Failures Best 
Prices Paid ELV Registered 
Spares Always Available 

0121 557 0800 or 
0121 557 0400. 
Oldbury Area. 



Full Time General 



RENAULT LAGUNA 
EXPRESSION 2.0 PETROL 


55 reg. 
MoT'd. 


Service History. 
67,000 miles. 
Cam belt replaced. 
Two keys. 
Very clean. 
£795 ono. 
0786 7685569. 



Accessories & 
Services 


KIA OPTIMA WHEEL/TYRE as 

new, Immaculate, alloy wheel and 
Nexen tyre. Size 225/45R18 95V. 
Bargain. £300 ono 07977 206208. 


\ 

Tow Bars & Trailers 

\_ 


TRAILER. Superb, 7ft x 4ft, tailgate, 
jockey wheel, painted and var¬ 
nished, including wheel clamp, etc, 
0.5 ton gross weight. £450 ono. 
07891 288521. 


MNA Media 


SENIOR JOURNALISTS 


The Midland News Association, publishers of the Shropshire Star and 
Express & Star, is looking for senior journalists to join its teams in 
Shropshire and Wolverhampton. 

This is the ideal role for an ambitious, dedicated and enthusiastic writer with a 
proven track-record of digging out the best off-diary news stories, features and 
analysis. You should be comfortable writing for a range of publications including 
newspapers and magazines, as well as producing content for our digital and 
social media platforms. 

You must be an NCTJ-trained journalist, able to deliver accurate, entertaining 
copy to meet strict deadlines. You must have a full, clean driving licence. 

You will benefit from a competitive salary, 25 days annual holiday and the chance 
to develop your career at Britain’s largest independent regional news company. 

Apply by e-mail to Shropshire Star editor Martin Wright at 
editorial.support@shropshirestar.co.uk by 5pm on Monday, February 5. 

Postal applications to Martin Wright, Editor, Shropshire Star, 

Ketley, Telford, TF1 5HU. 


Express & Star STAR 


Mobile Mechanics 


^ • MOT’S • Diagnostics 

MB MOTORS T * . Cl . 

MOBILE MECHANIC TyreS Aut0 Electrics 

07809 87 i 733 

mbmotorsstaffordshire.co.uk 

mbmotors@outlook.com 


HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 



FORD CMAX TITANIUM 


12 reg, 19,500 miles, TDCI, 
1560cc diesel, £30 road tax, 
white with black interior, 5 door, 
top Titanium spec, air con, 
alarm, MoT to June. 

£6,999. 

07931 562064. 


LOW MILEAGE 


VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.6 

SRI, Grey, January 2010, 5dr, 
12 mths MoT, 11,900 mis 
only. Fully loaded, Showroom 
condition. 

Sale due to bereavement. 

£4495 ono 
07950182891 



VW BEETLE CABRIOLET 

2.0 Automatic Petrol. 
Silver with black top and full 
black leather interior, in 
excellent condition throughout. 
12 months MoT, 2008 plate, 
42,000 miles with FSH. 
£4,250. 

To view this great little car 
telephone 

07809 562007. 


10 


Personals 


AT MANYANA Gentlemans Club, 
*. 0121 472 7281. www.manyana 
massageparlour.co.uk 



Rfl • ‘jM , 1)1-1 
C ■ Una* rfe** 

UMSfraMd 


niiMiliaii 


★★★ 


MALE 58 

Stafford area, OHAC, easy 
going nature, semi retired, 
seeks similar lady age 
unimportant for friendship 
initially, possibly leading to 
relationship. 

Box Number P21062, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


★ ★★ 

MATURE, ACTIVE, 
ATTRACTIVE GENTLEMAN 

Would love to meet similar 
Female. 

I have a very good sense of 
humour and love to travel. 

I enjoy dancing and intelligent 
conversation. 

Age, nationality, race not 
important. 

Box Number P21064, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


PRETTY SLIM LADY 

Looking to meet a gentleman, 
late 50's/early 60's for drinks 
out, friendship and maybe 
more. 

Box Number P21059, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


TRUE HONEST LONELY 
GUY, 65 

Own house and car, looking for 
lady 45-65 for days and nights 
out and in, maybe relationship 
hopefully. 

Box Number P21058, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 




Local 

Information 


LEGAL /PUBLIC 
NOTICES 

For convenience youmay fax 
any advertising requirements to 

Marie Hogg on 
01902 713146 
or email marie.hogg@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 

(remember to include a 
name/contact number for 
confirmation of receipt) 


SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 
Regeneration and Planning 
Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) 

Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 
Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) 
(England) Order 2015 

I hereby give notice that Sandwell Council has received the following applications under 
the planning acts which it is required to give public notice for the reason given at the 
beginning of each group of applications. 

This is a Listed Building application. 


Proposed toilet 
refurbishment. 


DC/18/61422 Miss Josie Hayes Old Chapel Inn, 2 The Uplands, 

El Group Smethwick B67 6EQ 

Members of the public may inspect copies of these applications at Council House, 

Freeth Street, Oldbury, West Midlands, B69 3DE (between 8.45a.m. and 5.30p.m. 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, 9.00a.m. and 5.30p.m. Wednesday and 8.45a.m. to 5.00p.m. 
Friday) or via the Council’s Public Access website (www.sandwell.gov.uk). 

Anyone who wishes to make representations about these applications can do so via 
the website, or should write to the Council at the above address within 21 days 
(and 21 days for Listed Building or Conservation Area consent) of the date of this 
advertisement quoting the application reference number. 

MR JAN BRITTON, Chief Executive 


SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 
The Borough Council of Sandwell (Coles Lane, West Bromwich) (Temporary Road 
Closure) Order 2018, has made an Order to temporarily prohibit any vehicle from 
proceeding via Coles Lane, West Bromwich (Bedford Road - Trotters Lane). The maximum 
duration is 18 months, but the work is expected to be completed by 07/02/18 effective from 
05/02/18. A diversion route will be signed via Bedford Road, Huntingdon Road, Denbigh Drive 
and Trotters Lane. The provisions of the Sandwell Metropolitan Borough Council (Coles Lane, 
West Bromwich) Order 1977 in as far as it relates to the stretch of Coles Lane located 
between Bedford Road and Trotters Lane will be suspended throughout the duration of the 
works. Purpose - relaying of a water pipe by Onsite for South Staffs Water. 

The Borough Council of Sandwell (Grove Lane, Smethwick) (Temporary One-Way 
Operation) Order 2018, has made an Order to temporarily prohibit any vehicle from 
proceeding other than in a northerly direction via Grove Lane, Smethwick. The maximum 
duration is 18 months, but the work is expected to be completed by 09/02/18 effective 
from 05/02/18. A diversion route will be signed for southbound traffic via Windmill Lane 
and Cape Hill. Purpose - removal of tower crane from Midlands Metropolitan Hospital site 
by Carillion Pic. 

The Borough Council of Sandwell (Langley Green Level Crossing, Crosswells Road, 
Oldbury) (Temporary Road Closure) Order 2018, has made an Order to temporarily 
prohibit any vehicles from proceeding along Crosswells Road, Oldbury between Western 
Road and Thompson Road. The maximum duration is 18 months, but the work is expected 
to be completed by 11/02/18 (10.OOhrs) effective from 10/02/18 (22.00hrs). Traffic will be 
diverted via Western Road, Tat Bank Road, Vicarage Road and vice-versa. Purpose - 
tamping through Langley Green Level Crossing and inspection of the track - Network Rail. 






FreeAds 


IT'S FREE 
IT'S EASY 

*Advertise any item FREE up to 
the value of £250 go to: 
bookanad.expressandstar.co.uk 

Simply click the FreeAds icon 


*Private advertisers only, no guns, pets, or livestock. 
Free adverts are published within 7 days of receipt, in-paper 
and online and are limited to 3 lines maximum. 















































































































































MOTORING 


Honda announces pricing 
and grades for all-new Jazz 



Front fog lamps, LED headlights are now standard on the EX 


By James Parker 

Honda has revealed the pricing and grades for 
the 2018 new-look Honda Jazz, following its 
successful unveil at the Frankfurt Motor Show last 
year. 

Priced at £14,115 for the entry level S grade, the 
range tops out at £17,155 for the new Sport edition, 
which features the new 130 PS (96 kW) 1.5-litre 
i-VTEC engine. 

With customer deliveries expected to start from 
February, the new line-up will also include Skyride 
Blue Metallic as a new colour option. 

PCP pricing has also been confirmed for new Jazz 
line up with the Sport available for £199 a month on a 
5.9% APR three year agreement. 

The 102PS 1.3 i-VTEC engine range will start off 
at £14,115 on-the-road for the entry-level S model. 
Specifications are generous across the range, 
with base-grade S models fitted as standard with 
convenience features such as air conditioning, cruise 
control with speed limiter and dusk sensing auto 
lights. 

The mid-grade SE model, priced from £15,615 
on-the-road, adds front and rear parking sensors, 
electrically adjustable and heated door mirrors and 
15” alloy wheels. 

Those opting for the top-grade EX model (from 



Styling is enhanced with 16-inch alloy wheels 

£17,115) will appreciate smart entry and start, 
automatic climate control and reversing camera. 
Styling is enhanced with 16-inch alloy wheels and 
front fog lamps, while LED headlights are now 
standard addition on the EX. 

Brand new to the line-up is the Jazz Sport which 
features a 130PS (96 kW) 1.5-litre i-VTEC petrol 
engine. Based on the SE grade the Sport features; 
a thinner front splitter beneath the lower grille, and 
triple-strake diffuser to the rear bumper - both 
finished with a sporty red accent line similar to the 
Civic Type R, LED headlights, front fog lamps, side 
sill skirts, a tailgate spoiler and gloss-black 16” alloy 
wheels. The interior features a unique pinstripe 
pattern on the upholstery and a leather-wrapped 
steering wheel and gear knob, all of which are 
enhanced by orange stitching. 

The new 1.5-litre sport is available to pre order now, 
with first customer deliveries scheduled to land in 
dealer forecourts for February 2018. 

Phil Webb, head of car at Honda UK, commented: 
“The Jazz is our best-selling car in the UK and has 
been rejuvenated with the new Sport model, as well 
as the new interior and exterior styling. The Jazz is a 
very important model for us, with an extremely loyal 
following, so we look forward to seeing this success 
continue with the new line up and the addition of the 
Sport model.” 



DUDLEY MOTOR COMPANY 

DUDLEY’S MAIN VAUXHALL DEALER 

NEW-USED CARS, SERVICE & PARTS FACILITIES 

ALL CARS GUARANTEED, ALL CARS SERVICED AND MOT’D IF REQUIRED FINANCE AVAILABLE (SUBJECT TO STATUS) 
REMEMRER TO BRING THIS ADVERT IN FOR AN EXTRA £100 OFF (T’s & C’s Apply) 



2012/12 
VAUXHALL 
ASTRA 
1.61 16V SRi 
VX-LINE 
5-dr, White, 
47,490 miles 
£7,850 




2010/10 

VAUXHALL 

CORSA 

1.6T VXR LTD 
EDITION 

3-dr, Red, 
57,000 miles 
£7,995 



2014/14 
SUZUKI SX4 
S-CROSS 

1.6 SZ4 

5-dr, Blue, 
20,190 miles 

£8,995 



2015/65 

KIACEED 

1.4 SR7 

5-dr, Black, 

16,300 miles 

£9,995 



2015/65 
ABARTH 595 

S 1.4T-JET 
TURISMO 

3-dr, 

Grey & Red, 
10,500 miles 

£12,995 


2016/16 

VAUXHALL 

CORSA 

1.6TVXR 

3-dr, Blue, 
3,465 miles 

£12,995 


2015/65 VAUXHALL MOKKA 1.7 CDTi SE 5-dr, Orange, 
8,659 miles . £12,495 

2015/65 VAUXHALL GTC 1.4T 16V 140 SRi 3-dr Auto, 
20,800 miles . £10,995 

2015/64 VAUXHALL CORSA 1.6T 16V VXR 3-dr, White, 
28,000 miles . £9,995 

2015/15 VAUXHALL MOKKA 1.6i EXCLUSIV 5-dr, 

Blue, 20,100 miles. £9,995 

2014/14 SUZUKI SX4 S-CROSS 1.6 SZ4 5-dr, 

Blue, 20,190 miles . £9,695 

2017/17 VAUXHALL CORSA 1.3 CDTi 16V VAN 
START/STOP Silver, Only 5 miles . £9,495 + VAT 

2013/63 KIA OPTIMA 1.7 CRDi 2 TECH 4-dr, 

Grey, 51,200 miles . £8,995 

2009/59 KIA SPORTAGE 2.0 XE 2WD 5-dr 4x4, 

Black, 18,445 miles . £7,750 

2008/08 HYUNDAI SANTA FE 2.2 CRTD CDX 5-dr 
4x4, Black, 50,272 miles . £7,750 

2009/59 VOLVO C30 ES DRIVE START/STOP 2-dr 
Coupe, Diesel, White, 59,231 miles . £6,995 

2012/61 MIN11.6 COOPER LONDON 3-dr, Black, 

A/C, Alloys, 42,110 miles. £6,995 

2013/13 VAUXHALL CORSA 1.2 LIMITED EDITION 

3-dr, White, 56,400 miles . £6,495 

2008/58 NISSAN QASHQA11.5 DCi ACENTA 5-dr, 
Sandblast, 84,649 miles . £4,995 

2010/60 VAUXHALL AGILA 1.2 16V DESIGN 5-dr, 

Blue, 60,662 miles. £3,995 

2009/09 SMART FORTWO CABRIO PASSION MHD AUTO 

2-dr Cabriolet, 39,784 miles . £3,995 

2008/08 TOYOTA YARIS 1.3 VVT-i TR 3-dr, Chili Red, 
49,990 miles . £3,995 



2011/11 AUDI 
RS5 4.2 
FSI QUATRRO 
S TRONIC 

2-dr Coupe, 
Black, 

55,699 miles 

£23,995 



2015/15 
VAUXHALL 
ADAM 1.4i 
ROCKS AIR 

3-dr, 13,000 
miles. Great 
Spec 

£9,650 



2003/03 MAZDA MX-5 1.6i 2-dr Convertible, 

Green, 67,018 miles. 


..£3,295 



2010/10 

LAND ROVER 
FREELANDER 
2.2 TD4 HSE 

5-dr Auto 
Estate, Black, 
60,000 miles 

£14,995 

2012/12 BMW 
X3 XDRIVE 
20D SE 

5-dr Estate, 
White, 
46,000 miles 

£15,875 


2015/15 
SUBARU XV 
2.0D SE 

5-dr, White, 
27,000 miles 

£13,495 


DUDLEY MOTOR COMPANY 

TRINDLE ROAD, DUDLEY, DY2 7AY (Between Cousins and Dudley Zoo) 

01384 4541OO www.dudleymotorco.co.uk 
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MG boosts supermini 
warranty for 2018 


From now, all new MG3 stylish Superminis will come 
with a whopping five year / 60,000 miles manufacturer 
warranty. The two-year extension to the previous offer 
from MG Motor UK follows the milestone achievement 
of more than 10,000 MG3 models sold since the car’s 
launch in 2013. 

Founded on MG Motor UK’s commitment to 
delivering the best customer service experience 
and worry-free motoring, the extended warranty is 
designed to afford MG drivers peace of mind that 
they will be looked after both on and off the road. The 
additional two years allows MG3 drivers to continue to 
enjoy all the benefits of owning an MG3, without the 
worry of a repair bill should anything go wrong. 

Flarvey France, spokesperson at MG, said: “We are 
always looking for ways to enhance our customer 
experience and value for money. The MG3 has been a 
strong performer for us over the past couple of years, 
proving a popular, reliable choice for drivers of all ages. 

“Our customers keep on coming back, and we 
wanted to reward that loyalty with this extended 
warranty.” 

Known for its sporty good looks and ultra-low 
insurance rating, the MG3 is proving incredibly popular 
with city dwellers, first-time drivers and driving schools. 
Starting from just £8,695, the supermini offers a 
considerable benefit over its rivals in both purchase 
and running costs. The MG3 Form Sport is available 
for £99 per month*, while offers are also available 
across the other variants in the range. In addition, MG3 
models are now available with some new packages 
and offers for 2018. 



60 FORD FOCUS ZETEC 1.6 TDCi 5-door, Met. Blue, 
Alloys, Air Conditioning, Electric Windows, 

CD Player.£3299 

56 SUZUKI VITARA1.6 FACE LIFT 3-door, Met. Grey, 
Electric Windows, Power Steering, 

Air Conditioning.£2999 

10 RENAULT CLIO 1.2 MUSIC 3-door, Met. Silver, 

Alloy Wheels, Power Steering, Electric Windows, CD 

Player.£2799 

09 RENAULT MEGANE 1.6 PRIVILEGE 5-door, Met. 
Black, Power Steering, Electric Windows, Air Con, 

Alloys.£2999 

10 FIAT PUNT0 1.2 SOUND 5-door, Met. Black, Power 

Steering, Electric Windows, CD Player.£2499 

10 PEUGEOT 207 1.4 VERVE 5-door, Met. Silver, Alloys, 
Air Conditioning, Electric Windows, CD Player .£2999 
07 VAUXHALL C0RSA 1.2 LIFE 5-door, Met. Blue, 
Electric Windows, Power Steering, CD Player, Air 

Conditioning.£2499 

08 FORD FIESTA 1.25 ZETEC 3-door, Met. Silver, Alloys, 
Power Steering, CD Player, Electric Windows, Air 

Conditioning.£2699 

07 FORD FOCUS 1.8 ZETEC 5-door, Met. Black, 

Power Steering, Electric Windows, CD Player, Air 

Conditioning, Alloys.£2199 

07 RENAULT MEGANE 1.6 CONVERTIBLE Met. Grey, 
Alloys, Electric Windows, Power Steering, 

CD Player.£1899 

04 LANDROVER FREELANDER1.8 SE 5-door, Met. 
Silver, 1/2 Leather, Alloy Wheels, Power Steering, Air 
Conditioning, Electric Windows.£2499 

FOR FULL DETAILS AND PHOTOS 
VIEW ALL OUR VEHICLES ON 

www.britanniamotor.co.uk 


Powke Lane, Rowley Regis B65 OAH 

0121 561 5588 b 

Debit and credit cards accepted I r 
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Night vision and cat paw 
messages - DS 7 Crossback 


The French are well known for their wacky 
designs - and the new DS 7 Crossback certainly 
doesn’t disappoint. 

Not only does it debut a unique look for premium 
SUVs, but it’s packed with cool tech like night 
vision, suspension that scans the road ahead, 
swivelling headlights and cat paw massages. 

Flere’s a closer look at the bits that caught our 
eye on the new £39,335 DS 7. 

CAT PAWING SEATS 

Ever fancied a massage from a cat? No, us 
neither - but if that’s your particular fetish, the DS 
7 can help. 

As part of the car’s “Sensorial Drive” options, the 
driver and passenger can opt for a massage called 
“cat paw” which feels like a feline kneading your 
back. Yes, we thought it was a bit weird too. 

The cabin ambience settings are called “My 
Cashmere” and “My Titanium” and also adjust the 
interior lighting intensity and colour, the tone of the 
music playing out of the speakers and the drive 
mode. 

DS ACTIVE SCAN SUSPENSION 

To help it ride smoothly, the DS 7 Crossback 
has a trick bit of kit hidden in the windscreen. 

A camera, which has height sensors and 
accelerometers built in, analyses the road ahead 
and prepares the suspension for imperfections. 

The result is an extremely comfortable ride 
that would make the DS 7 an ideal long-distance 
companion. This sort of technology is normally 
only seen on the likes of the Mercedes S-Class, 
so the fact it’s here - and actually works - is 
impressive. 

NIGHT VISION 

If you’re imagining driving along with massive 
goggles on your head like in that T-Rex scene in 
Jurassic Park, don’t worry, it’s better integrated 
than that. 

Selected via a dial on the steering wheel, the 
digital screen in the instrument binnacle (standard 
on all but the entry-level) can be switched to a 
heat-sensing view of the road ahead. Cars, people, 
animals and other sources of heat appear bright 
white on the screen, but what’s most impressive is 
that people are highlighted in yellow, often before 
you’ve even noticed them yourself. There’s also a 
beep if it looks like you might hit them. 



The new DS 7 Crossback has a unique look for premium SUVs and is packed with cool tech 

SWIVEL HEADLIGHTS 

This is one of those things you just have to trust 
works. The LEDs twist and turn to light the road 
ahead and adapt to the environment you’re in to 
illuminate exactly what you need to see. 

There are different settings for city driving, 
country roads and motorways, which activate 
based on your speed. There’s even a different light 
profile when the windscreen wipers are active to 
improve visibility in adverse weather. 

And, when you turn the car on, the LED modules 
spin 180 degrees to face the road, which is totally 
unnecessary, but looks really cool. 

BRM CLOCK 

DS Automobiles has a partnership with luxury 
watchmakers BRM Chronographs. There’s an 
analogue clock on top of the dashboard, which 
swivels to hide away when the car is turned off, 
swivelling back into place when the engine is 
started. 

Useful for security, because if a shady observer 
spots a BRM clock sitting proud on the dashboard With Night Vision eople are highlighted in yellow, often before you’ve 
they might just be tempted to break in. even noticed them yourself 



Full range pricing for new LEAF 



First customer deliveries of the new LEAF start next month 


Nissan has announced full range pricing 
for the next generation of the world’s best¬ 
selling electric vehicle. 

With first customer deliveries of the new 
LEAF starting in February, entry-grade 
Visia models are available from just 
£21,990 (including £4,500 Government 
Grant), rising to £33,655 (also including 
Govt. Grant) for range-topping fully 
equipped Tekna grade versions. 

The OTR range pricing below includes 
the £4,500 Government Grant which is 
offered to the lowest-emissions vehicles. 
Visia - From £21,990 
Acenta - From £24,290 
N-Connecta - From £25,990 
Zero (Special Version - From £26,490) 
Tekna - From £27,490 
The all-new Nissan LEAF offers a 
significant update over the previous model 
with dynamic new styling, advanced 
technologies - including ProPILOT - and a 
higher capacity battery. 

On top of these improvements there’s a 
50 per cent increase in range to 235miles 
(NEDC) and a 38 per cent increase in 
power to 150PS compared to the outgoing 
model, yet the OTR price is up to £1,500 
lower than previous generation (see table 


at end of release for pricing comparisons). 

Carl Bayliss, EV category manager 
Nissan Motor (GB) Ltd., said: “With the 
new Nissan LEAF, all-electric motoring 
has never been more viable or affordable 
for almost any motorist. EV running costs 
are around 85 per cent less than petrol 
or diesel cars and maintenance is almost 
75 per cent cheaper. There’s £0 VED, 
free London Congestion Charge and 
even free parking in some cities, not to 
mention convenient home charging. It’s 
not surprising unprecedented numbers of 
drivers are making the switch and going 
electric.” 

Customers looking to be one of the first 
owners of the all-new Nissan LEAF, can 
now benefit from a competitive contract 
purchase on the exclusive 2.ZERO special 
version. 

With a £5,138 customer deposit, 
combined with £1,000 dealer deposit 
contribution, monthly payments are 
just £339 on a three year/10,000 annual 
mileage PCP with 4.49 per cent APR. 

Limited to just 1,500 models, the new 
LEAF 2.ZERO special version is positioned 
between N-Connecta and the range¬ 
topping Tekna grade, and is available in 


two colours: Spring Cloud and Pearl Black. 
A generous specification includes: 
ProPILOT 
ePedal 

Stylish 17” alloy wheels 

Front and rear heated black suede-effect 

bio-fabric seats 

Pleated steering wheel 

NissanConnect EV 7” touchscreen 


infotainment with six speaker sound 
system 

Intelligent Around View Monitor with 
Moving Object Detection and Intelligent 
Driver alertness 

The additional features installed on 
2.ZERO versions represent a £535 saving 
against N-Connecta models if they were 
specified separately. 
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Punjabi Wolves and Wolves on Tour link up to enjoy a fun day out at away games 


Drums help with the jovial atmosphere 



Dancing girls add glamour to the celebrations 


Fans unite to create 
carnival atmosphere 


SPORTING FEATURE 


By Joe Edwards 


“We want to keep the numbers low, but everybody 
that comes with us has a good time. We want to be 
like a family, at the end of the day. The people on 
the coach, we want to know them all. We welcome 
everybody. ” 


IT is fan travel, but with a 
difference. Punjabi Wolves Sup¬ 
porters and Wolves on Tour have 
linked up to provide a ‘carnival at¬ 
mosphere’ on away days. 

With the success of Nuno Espirito 
Santo’s charges this season, sitting at 
the top of the Championship, various 
groups are putting on coaches to games. 

Tatter Travels ran its largest-ever opera¬ 
tion for the Carabao Cup loss at Manches¬ 
ter City earlier this season, providing eight 
coaches. 

But the Punjabi Wolves Supporters and 
Wolves on Tour partnership took a different 
approach. Their focus was on quality, not 
quantity. Andy Sahota, who helped set up 
Punjabi Wolves back in 2007, said: “There’s 
50 of us, we don’t want to do quantity - we 
want to do quality. 

Welcome 

“We want to keep the numbers low, but 
everybody that comes with us has a good 
time. We want to be like a family, at the end 
of the day. The people on the coach, we want 
to know them all. We welcome everybody.” 

One of the most popular Wolves support¬ 
ers groups, Punjabi Wolves have made waves 
this season with their drum-led celebrations 
after games. 

Wolves on Tour only started last cam¬ 
paign, but have gained a good following in 
that short time. Trips to Man City in Octo¬ 
ber and Reading in November were hugely 
successful, as was the short journey to Bir¬ 
mingham. 

“What we are trying to achieve is a car¬ 
nival atmosphere,” Sahota explained. “We 
want to try to create that, every game we go 
to. We want people from all different back¬ 
grounds to get together and have a good 
time. 

“Going forward, that’s what we are trying 
to do - we are trying to make it different 
from what other people are doing. We want 


to theme them and have a good time, a car¬ 
nival.” 

Wolves on Tour is run by Ash Wilde. The 
relationship between his group and Punjabi 
Wolves started with the game at Nottingham 
Forest in September, which Nuno’s men won 
2 - 1 . 

Sahota added: “Our first travel was to 
Sunderland in 2007 and all we’ve wanted 
is people from all different backgrounds to 
have a good time - it doesn’t matter where 
you are from. It’s about enjoying yourself 
and partying. 

“Ash got in touch with us and it’s helped 
both parties, really - they’ve got the follow¬ 
ing, we’ve got the vibes and the quality. It 
works hand in hand.” 

Wilde insists Wolves on Tour came about 
following the buzz around a Facebook page 
he set up, called Wolverhampton Wanderers 
FC News and Chat. 

On the partnership with Punjabi Wolves, 
he said: “It was a great combination, which 
started with Nottingham Forest away. 

“We had been communicating since last 
season and I knew about the buzz, everything 
they bring to the away travel. 

“Nottingham Forest, we were both talking 
and said ‘let’s link up and see how it goes’. 

“Since then, we have done Sheffield 
United, Man City which was brilliant and 


Reading with themed travel - a carnival at¬ 
mosphere. It’s just brilliant and it’s about 
being a family and having fun. We started at 
the tail end of last season, in January, so we 
are quite new to the game but it’s good fun. 

“We basically started out from the Face- 
book page - Wolverhampton Wanderers FC 
News and Chat - and went on from there. 

“We thought we’d have a go at the travel¬ 
ling, and it’s good fun.” 

Memorable 

For Sahota and Wilde, the aim for any 
away match was to make it enjoyable and 
memorable for anybody who decides to travel 
with them. 

And Wilde recognises that has been a lot 
easier to do now Wolves are playing at a very 
high level, as they have been for the vast ma¬ 
jority of this term. 

“When the team is playing well, everyone 
wants to go - there is a good vibe,” he added. 

“The football is the best I have seen in my 
lifetime - it’s just unreal. 

“There is a buzz about everyone, away 
games sell out in seconds. It’s fantastic.” 

There are currently no further plans for 
Punjabi Wolves and Wolves on Tour to work 
together, with both groups focusing on their 
own activities. 


Ghent ready to step 
back in at Genting 

TOMMY Ghent believes the Genting Arena will be the perfect venue to get 
fans excited again following his four year hiatus from the sport. 

The 25-year-old Coseley boxer will compete on BCB Boxing’s ‘Now Or 
Never’ show on February 23 on the undercard of Frankie Gavin’s bid for 
the IBO World Welterweight Championship against Bethuel Ushona. 

‘Gladiator’ has been reinvigorated since returning to boxing with his 
brother Richie in his corner and wants to use this next fight to show why 
he is a title contender. He said: “Everything is going well. I am getting back 
into my stride again and I am looking forward to getting back in the ring. 

“Having my brother around is fantastic. I am learning every day and I 
am being pushed to my limit which is what I want.” 

The show is packed full of local boxers and Ghent is delighted to be in¬ 
volved. “It is really exciting to be fighting in the Genting but I don’t think 
I will be fazed by it,” he said. 

Tickets, from £40, are available from theticketfactory.com 


Grapple for position 
to see stars of wwe 

SUPERSTARS of American wrestling will be in action in Birmingham lat¬ 
er this year. Grapple fans can enjoy all the thrills and spills as WWE Live 
returns to the Genting Arena. 

Roman Reigns takes on The Miz in an Intercontinental Championship 
match, while also set to join the line up are the Ikes of Seth Rollins, Braun 
Strowman, Cesaro & Sheamus, Finn Balor, Alexa Bliss, Sasha Banks and 
Asuka. 

The event has been described as a unique blend of sport and entertain¬ 
ment, combining in-ring match action with dramatic entertainment. Burst¬ 
ing with all the drama and energy of a rock concert, in a fun, lively and 
exciting environment, WWE Live is the ultimate in family entertainment. 

The action takes place on Tuesday, May 15, with tickets available, priced 
at £9.15/£51.75/£68.70/£80 (including admin fees and 90p facility fee) plus 
a £2.55 fulfilment fee per order, available at www.theticketfactory.com or 
by calling 0844 33 88 222. VIP tickets are also on offer. 


Kiwi all-rounder back 
for a blast with Bears 

NEW ZEALAND all-rounder Colin de Grandhomme wants to go ‘one step 
further’ after rejoining Birmingham Bears for the 2018 Twenty20 Blast. 

The 31-year-old helped the Bears to the final at Edgbaston last year, 
scoring 322 runs at a strike-rate of 170.32, as well as taking five wickets. In 
the final, they lost to Nottinghamshire Outlaws by 22 runs and de Grand¬ 
homme said he was hoping to go one better this time around 

“I absolutely loved my time with the Bears last season,” he said. “We 
played some excellent T20 cricket and came very close to winning the T20 
Blast on Finals Day. 

“We’ve got a young squad with plenty of firepower, and I believe that we 
have every chance of going one step further in 2018. Playing in-front of a 
big crowd at Edgbaston with the fans in full voice is a special experience 
and I’m looking forward to returning to the Bears in July.” 

Bears’ sport director Ashley Giles said: “He went on to play a huge role 
on our path to the final last year.” 
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Popular Carr 
joins staff 
at Brummies 

BIRMINGHAM’S Perry Barr Stadium 
has been named the host venue for the 
British Under-21 Championship Final. 

Britain’s most talented young stars 
will be on show on a date yet to be con¬ 
firmed with 16 riders battling for gold. 

Team GB World Cup star Robert Lam¬ 
bert looks set to defend his title while 
the likes of Dan Bewley, Max Clegg and 
former Birmingham racer Zach Wajtkne- 
cht are among the runners to be seeded 
straight through to the Final. 

Former title winning duo Jack Smith 
and Jack Parkinson-Blackburn are also 
expected to be in the running while 2018 
Birmingham trio Callum Walker, Layne 
Cupitt and Leon Flint may all be invited 
to qualify from the semi-final at Newcas¬ 
tle’s Brough Park on Sunday, April 8. 

Co-owner David Mason said: “The 
British Under-21 Final is always highly 
competitive and the racing is superb.” 

Fans’ favourite Liam Carr has been 
added to Mason’s backroom team. 

The 21-year-old retired from racing at 
the end of last season, but will now be a 
part of the new-look management. 

He will mainly look after the Birming¬ 
ham Bulls, who have officially been ac¬ 
cepted into the Midland Development 
League, but will also have some input 
to the Brummies’ National League side. 

Birmingham will get their 2018 cam¬ 
paign under way with a two-legged Chal¬ 
lenge against Midland rivals Coventry. 
The first leg is on Sunday, March 25 
(4pm) at Coventry’s temporary home at 
Leicester’s Beaumont Park. The return 
is on March 28, 7.30pm at Perry Barr. 

Withdrawals give 
boxers more of 
a fighting chance 

BOXERS still involved in BCB’s Mid¬ 
lands Boxing Super Series have seen 
their hopes of lifting the Midlands Area 
Super Featherweight Title double. 

The field has been halved, with four 
now still standing to lift the crown. 

Luke Jones of Chasetown, Brummie 
Paul Holt, Indi Sangha of Derby and 
Tamworth’s Louis Fielding remain after 
the withdrawals of Kane Baker, Manny 
Zaber and Josh Baillie. Jack Summers 
also no longer features. 

The elimination tournament, staged 
by Errol Johnson’s BCB Promotions, 
starts on Saturday February 10, in the 
Stadium Suite at Walsall Football Club. 
There will no be no quarter-final ties, 
with Jones instead taking on Holt and 
Fielding up against Sangha in the semis. 

Home fighter Rachel Ball and Coven¬ 
try’s Jordan Cooke also feature in other 
offerings. 

Tickets are on sale through the boxers 
on Facebook or online at iboxingtickets. 
com. Or, call the box office on 01922 
651414, extension 416. They cost £35 
standard and £60 ringside, the latter to 
include food. Entry on the night is £40. 


Visitors made to work hard for win 


Essington 12 Wednesbury 44 

THE scoreline may suggest this was an easy 
game for Wednesbury, but in reality it was far dif¬ 
ferent. Neighbours Essington are a good side and 
Wednesbury were forced to work hard. 

It took Wednesbury only two minutes to get 
onto the scoresheet, Matt Dale kicking a penalty. 

Wednesbury kept pushing and found a way 
through on 15 minutes. Dale again from the back 
of the maul picked and dived over the line, no 
conversion. 

Then it was Lee Allwood’s turn, finishing off a 


brilliant passing movement to dive over the line, 
again no conversion. With just a couple of min¬ 
utes of the first half remaining Wednesbury were 
awarded another penalty and Dale converted. 

From the restart Wednesbury attacked the Ess¬ 
ington line in with a rolling maul. Wednesbury 
pushed the home side back towards their own try 
line. Dale Doughty had the ball at the back of the 
maul and dived over for the try, Dale converted. 

From the restart the visitors won the ball play¬ 
ing out to their winger Stan Zvidi who raced down 
the wing to go over in the corner for the try, no 


conversion. Within a few minutes Doughty was 
once again on the scoresheet and Matt Dale con¬ 
verted. 

Wednesbury’s coach Gary Summers was forced 
into making changes to his team and Essington 
took advantage of the reshuffle to score two tries 
and a conversion. 

Jordan Allwood added his name on the score- 
sheet, Dale added the extras. 

With no game next week Wednesbury return 
to action on February 10 at home to Bloxwich, 
ko 2.15pm. 


A DAN DEAL AS 
STRIKER SIGNS 


DELIGHTED boss Alan Pardew 
hailed the loan signing of Eng¬ 
land striker Daniel Sturridge as 
a ‘big coup’ for Albion. 

Following a medical, the loan deal un¬ 
til the end of the season was confirmed. 

The capture of the Liverpool forward rep¬ 
resents a huge boost for the Baggies, who beat 
Inter Milan, Roma, Sevilla and Newcastle to the 
28-year-old’s services. It follows the temportary 
acquisition of Egyptian centre-back Ali Gabr. 

Said Pardew: “This is a big 
coup for us. He has fantastic 
talent and will strengthen our 
ambitions on both fronts.” 

The striker is eager to find 
first-team football in order to 
boost his chances of going to 
the World Cup with England. 

Meanwhile, following the 
incident-packed 3-2 win over 
Liverpool last weekend, Albion 
will welcome Premier League 
rivals Southampton to The 
Hawthorns in the FA Cup fifth round. 

Pardew was critical of the application of the 
Video Assistant Referee system during the An- 
field triumph, in which Jay Rodriguez scored 
twice to add to a Joel Matip own goal. 

Three major incidents in the first half alone 
required the intervention of technology. The 
correct decisions were made, but the time it took 
- almost four minutes between Mohamed Salah 
being fouled and Craig Pawson awarding a pen¬ 
alty missed by Roberto Firmino - led to frustra¬ 
tion. Said Pardew: “There is no communication 
from the referee to us. 

“He reverses the Dawson goal, which would 
never had been disallowed in any league game, 
for offside. The bigger one (Salah) it was four 
minutes, five minutes so you are going from high 
tempo to nothing. 

“We had a hamstring (injury) just after so 
we are going to have to get our players to do a 
warm-up or keep them ticking over.” 



Daniel Sturridge 


Respects paid to icon Cyrille 



Mourners gather at The Hawthorns as the hearse leaves for Cyrille Regis’ funeral 


HUNDREDS of football fans 
gathered at The Hawthorns 
and lined roads leading to the 
ground to say their final fare¬ 
well Cyrille Regis at his funer¬ 
al on Tuesday. 

The pioneering former Al¬ 
bion, Villa and Wolves foot¬ 
baller died on January 14 from 
a suspected heart attack at the 
age of 59. He paved the way for 
a generation of black football¬ 
ers, and, after a private family 
funeral, his life was celebrated 
at The Hawthorns with a pub¬ 
lic service attended by 1,800 
people. 

Among those paying tributes 
were ex-team-mate Brendon 



Cyrille Regis Rich Eades 

Batson, Cyrille’s widow Julia 
and his nephew former Albion 
player Jason Roberts. 

Donations were made in lieu 
of flowers to The Jason Roberts 
Foundation, Water Aid and 
Christians in Sport. 


Meanwhile, Baggies players 
past and present joined friends 
and family in saying a final 
farewell to much-loved Albi 
bird mascot Richard Eades, 
who died of a heart attack aged 
42 on Boxing Day. 

Former striker Lee Hughes 
and current players Jonny 
Evans, Chris Brunt and James 
Morrison made an appearance 
at the service for Richard Eades 
at St Bartholomew’s Church in 
Wednesbury on Monday. 

Albion shirts and scarves 
were visible among the crowd 
of mourners, who turned out to 
pay their respects to the popu¬ 
lar father of two. 


Dwyer back 
in the saddle 
at Heathens 

CONOR Dwyer is back for Cradley’s Na¬ 
tional Trophy campaign, turning down a 
permanent third tier spot to do so. 

He joins the latest teenage hotshots to 
have been snapped up by Heathens. 

Dwyer, aged 24, enjoyed some fine 
performances in Heathens colours last 
season and was desperate to come back. 

And despite Cradley’s absence from 
the 2018 National League, Dwyer has 
sacrificed extra meetings of his own to 
represent the Heathens once again. 

Co-promoter Gary Patchett said: 
“That sums up Conor’s dedication and 
commitment. Even though he was of¬ 
fered a full team spot with another club 
in our group, he turned that down just 
so that he could ride for us in fewer 
meetings in the National Trophy.” 

The acquisition of Dwyer follows the 
signing of Kyle Bickley, who became the 
third 15-year-old in a week to sign on at 
Heathens. The club followed up by snap¬ 
ping another hot prospect. 

Bickley, who turns 16 this month, 
joins Drew Kemp and Jason Edwards 
in the side along with skipper Adam 
Roynon. Now, another 16-year-old, Jor¬ 
dan Jenkins, who also rides for Milden- 
hall, has become the latest rising star to 
join Cradley’s National Trophy side. 

Bickley said: “It’s a really good club. 
Friendly people, friendly management. I 
don’t see why I can’t do well. I am proud 
to represent the club.” 

Bickley will ride for his local club 
Workington in the Championship and 
Belle Vue Colts in the National League 
with Heathens unable to secure enough 
dates for a full season. 

Jenkins said: “Cradley is a great club 
andl’m looking forward to it.” 

Boss Will Pottinger said: “The team is 
coming together very nicely.” 

wrestling action is 
backattheCornbow 

WRESTLING returns to the Cornbow 
Hall in Halesowen this weekend. 

Presented by Alternative Wrestling 
World, the first bell will sound on the 
Back to the Future event at 6.30pm on 
Saturday. 

Doors open at 6pm at the Hagley Road 
venue. Admission is £8 at skiddle.com/ 
tickets 

See more at altwrestling.co.uk or face 
book.com/awwrestling.uk 
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HOME 

COMFORTS 


CARPETS, BEDS, BLINDS, SOFAS 
ALL AT UNBELIEVABLE PRICES 

FREE QUOTATIONS 
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